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HISTORY 

The Australian Homeschool Journal was first 
published in January 1987 and continued monthly 
publication for 30 issues until August 1989. At that 
stage we had subscribers from every state in 
Australia, as well as the U.S., the U.K & West 
Germany. However, a combination of four children 
and exhaustion, from being closely connected with 
the changing legislation in N.S.W over a 2 year 
period forced us to cease publication. At this stage I 
am promising only 6 issues of the new A. H.J and 
will sec how I go. 

OUR AIMS 

The A.H J. is committed to emphasizing the 
diversity of homeschoolers while encouraging the 
acceptance of homeschooling as an individualised 
approach to education. 

Although I am a practising Christian I intend that 
the A.H J. should primarily be concerned with 
educational matters with a bias towards a **naturar’ 
learning or unschooling approach. It seems to me 
that the specific scriptural and doctrinal needs of 
homeschooling Christians is admirably met in 
publications such as Families Honouring Christ, the 
Family School Magazine and the Teaching Home. 

Although the **natural learning*’ idea was once 
rcgarded as a John Holt /secular humanist approach 
it has been my experience over the last 7 years that 
long term homeschool parents of very diverse 
religious and philosophical backgrounds (and their 
children) eventually come to feel very constricted 
and limited by the application of highly su^uctured 
programmes and timetables. 

I have always defended and supported (with time, 
personal expertise and money) the ideal of 
everyone's right to homeschool, no maUcr what their 
religious or educational philosophy. I have fought 
on behalf of Homeschoolers Australia pty ltd and 
joined with other organisations whenever there was 
need to express a united commitment to parents' 
rights to home educate at a political or 
administrative level, and will continue to do so. The 



education of their children is the prime responsibility 
of parents, whether one chooses to use the state or 
private system or homeschooling is a matter of 
choice for the family, not any educational authority 
or politician. 

It is my belief and experience that committed, 
caring parents are always going to provide a superior 
spiritual, educational, social, moral and 
psychological.education than the schools can 
possibly provide through their deep seated 
convictions about the way children learn, the 
application of small group tuition, the superior type 
of socialization they provide and their dedication. 

STRONG & DIVERSE SUPPORT 
GROUPS 

I feel there is a great need to have strong homeschool 
support organisations in each state and feel Australia 
has many of those in place already. There should 
always be mutual support between organisations in 
time of need while each group pursues its own short 
and long term goals. There are lots of experienced 
and dedicated homeschoolers and supportive 
academics all over Australia and they can save us all 
from having to reinvent the wheel. If this journal can 
in anyway facilitate this networking it will have 
achieved something worthwhile and I heartily 
welcome contributions about activities and areas of 
concern from all support groups in all states and 
regions. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 



SEMINAR 



I welcome type written contributions. 

* To have an article included in the next 
A.H.J. please have it to us at P.O. Box 420 
Kellyville 2153 by 7th December 1991. 

Any ideas or opinions expressed in the 
articles are the opinions of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the 
editors, publishers or readers of this 
magazine. 



ADVERTISEMENTS 

We welcome advertisements from 
individuals and organisations who are 
providing goods and services for 
homeschoolers. 



CONSIDERING/ STARTING 
HOMESCHOOLING ? 

Want to know/dicuss more, see 
resources, discuss programmes ? 

Date: Saturday 16th November 

Time: 1-5 p.m 

Place: Woodstock Community Center, 
Church St Burwood 

Cost: $5 

R.S.V.P. By November 12th to Jo- Anne 
Beime P.O. Box 420 Kellyville 2153. 
Please include your name and phone 
number. 



Advertising rates will be sent upon request. 

The inclusion of advertising in Australian 
Homeschool Journal does not necessarily 
indicate endorsement by the publishers. 



WORKSHOP 

TRUSTING KIDS AND 
NATURAL LEARNING 

A short formal presentation followed by 
an interractive workshop, share your 
experiences and insights with others 
about how to extend and faciltiate this 
type of learning. Can it be done at high 
school level ? 

Date: Saturday 1 st February 

Time: l-5p.m. Cost : $ 5 

Venue to be confirmed 

R.S.V.P. By January 25th to 
Homeschoolers Aust. P.O. Box 420 
KellyviUe 2153 

(More information in the next issue) 
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Homeschooling has changed 
since ihe bad old days of 87, 88 
&‘89!!! 

OBSTACLES 

Many lucky pe<^le will be 
unaware of the obstacle course 
that an inspection visit could be 
in the bad old days when the 
general attitude was that home 
school meant “school** at home 
with paperwork, replicas of 
teachers programmes, 
paperwork, extreme concern by 
administrators about that old 
bugbear “socialization** and 
more paperwork. Usually to the 
detriment of quality interaction 
time with one’s children. Some 
inspectors took the make and 
model of the video and T.V., 
some measured the length and 
breadth of the room and checked 
that windows opened and the 
toilet flushed (I kid you not !!!!). 
These were the days where The 
Education Dept, and its 
employees saw themselves as 
the prime dispensers and 
guardians of “preferred 
knowledge**. Times have 
changed as those who have 
undergone inspections in the 
past 7 months will be very 
aware. If one can dismiss the 
“fear** of an authority figure who 
is able to have a say on “whether 
or not** one homeschools one can 
be in for a very positive 
inspection experience. 

VISITS 

I have received lots of feedback 
about inspection visits to date 
and almost without exception 
people have felt that they have 
received lots of good advice, 
encouragement & understanding 
and that inspectors welcome 
their individualised approach. So 



have the courage of your 
convictions when you 
prepare your education 
programme and try to 
make it reflect what you 
really believe is important 
in the education of your 
individual child. 




DIVERSITY 

ACKNOWLEDGED 

Families using {X'ogrammes of great 
diversity and philosophy from very 
structured to an unschooling 
approach and the A.C.E. 
programme have all been approved. 
In the main inspectors have been 
granting approval for a two year 
period and in a case where they feel 
that the approach of a programme in 
a subject or subjects needs more 
work they have been happy to come 
back in a month or two to encourage 
competent reworking by the parent 
without pressure. It has always 
seemed to me that negotiation is the 
key to getting the best you can out 
of your homeschooling experience 
and Board of Studies inspectors 
have been listening to the concerns 
of committed homeschooling 
parents & respecting and 
encouraging them to pursue their 
goals. 

INSPECTIONS IN 1991 
All those families who received 
their last visit in late 1990 will have 
received letters notifying them of 
the imminent commencement of 
visits for 1991. If you have not 
please contact the Board of Studies, 
925 81 1 1 for an application form. 
The reapplication forms themselves 
are single page while the 
accompanying material provides all 
the information you need to know as 
well as giving a good idea of what is 
expected in the programming of 
each subject are not as bulky as the 



initial forms but everyone needs 
a copy of the first form because 
it is a great guide to the 
administrative procedure and 
appeals process. 

GROWTH! 

Exact figures are changing 
weekly but it has been 
confirmed by The Board of 
Studies that there are well over 
300 individual homeschoolers 
registered with the Board in 
N.S.W The figure at the 
beginning of 1990 was said to be 
183 so this represents a 
significant increase Ml! 
Applications are being received 
weekly by the Board so it seems 
likely that the homeschool 
movement will maintain steady 
growth and likely expansion 
from now on. This is due in no 
small part to the hard work and 
negotiation we put in with the 
Garrick Review Commiuee and 
the then Educ. Minister Dr. 
Terry Melherell. The present 
Minister Virginia Chadwick is 
also very supportive and aware 
of homeschooling and is 
addressing important issues such 
as access to the H.S.C for 
homeschoolers. In fact, 
homeschooling is growing in 
every area. John Gollan ,the new 
Australian coordinator for 
A.C.E, based at Strathpine in 
Queensland states that there are 
350 families using that 
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programme here in N.S.W. 

REGISTRATION 

FORMS 

Those in possession of the old 
Certificates of Exemption will 
be as impressed as I was with the 
new Certificates of Registration. 
Those old certificates of 
exemption had written on them 
things like ‘‘subject to your 
satisfying an inspector... and 
you are reminded that an 
exemption can be withdrawn at 
any time if the conditions arc not 
being met”, almost as if we were 
criminals or out on parole, and 
impossible to display in a 
jX)nfolio. The new registration 
forms look good and arc a much 
better acknowledgement of the 
legitimacy of home education 
under the law. 

Homeschoolers in Tasmania 
have been involved for some 
time in a working party, set up 
by the Minister, to address 
mutual concerns about the issue 
of home education, irKluding the 
large number of homeschoolers 
in that state. 

The working parly consisted of 
many people including John 
Peacock from T.H.E.M., 

Gcorgie Holdcmcss-Roddam, 
representing the views of non- 
aligned homeschoolers, an 
A.C.E representative. Education 
Dept, oficials etc. 

The draft leporl is now complete 
and has proceeded to the 
Minister. All the homeschoolers 
concerned seemed very pleased 



with results and it will be great to 
see a copy of the Minister's 
recommendations when they are 
ready. 





Homeschooling in Queensland has 
been a bugbear for some families 
for many years. It always makes me 
mad to think that after 6 years of 
high quality and very successful 
homeschooling in N.S.W, if we 
movcdtoQld,! would have to 
either use the A.C.E. programme, 
hide from the authorities, employ a 
registered teacher to supervise my 
programme (what dos she know 
about my kids and their learning?) 
or pay a huge price for the Distance 
Education programme. After that 
we are informed there is no option. 
In other words average parents who 
can homeschool any where else in 
Australia are discriminated against 
in Queensland. 

THE ACT 

The Act of 1989 did not remove the 
shortcomings of the Act that went 
before it. It says Education 
(General Provisions) Act 1989 
Part V Sections 57 and 58- 
Compulsory Education allows 
that a child need not be enrolled in a 



State or non-State school if a 
dispensation or provisional 
dispensation is granted in 
accordance with Section 58. 

(p.21) 

'"(a) that' the child concerned is 
receiving, in the opinion of the 
Minister, instruction — 

(i) in a place other than a State 
school or a non-State school in 
accordance with guidelines 
prescribed by Order in Council; 

(ii) in a range of subjects 
acceptable to the Minister, in 
some other manner which, in the 
opinion of the Mimster is 
efficient and regular; '*(page 21) 

MEANING? 

The way the act is written these 
are OR provisions. 

1. Horoeschooling parents are 
following the guidelines. OR 

2. Homeschooling parents have 
applied to the Minister for 
dispensation and he has applied 
his judgement of regular and 
efficient instruction. 

THE GUIDELINES 

The guidelines come in a 
package titled " Homeschooling 
- an information booklet ” which 
is contained inside the “ 
Application for Dispensation ”. 
The section specifying who shall 
teach the child is on Page 2 (6.) 
(a) - a registered teacher (b) a 
registered teacher employed by 
the parents (c) if the teaching 
parent is not a registered teacher 
then the child must be enrolled 
in a Distance Educ. course. 
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[ To digress for a second, I 
believe that the distance educ. 
programme costs $1000 per 
year and must be regarded as a 
cosy little arrangement that 
restricts parents choice 
somewhat - you didn’t know 
that the Queensland Education 
department had the one true and 
expensive answer to education 
now did you?] 

Qualifications are again 
mentioned on p.4 Guidelines 4. 
- a repeat of 6 above. Now if you 
choose to apply for 
homeschooling dispensation 
under 2 (a) (i) you are bound by 
these guidelines and you must 
be a registered teacher or have 
the child enrolled in the distance 
educ. programme. 

MINISTER’S REPLY 
I was hoping that if you applied 
under Section 58 2 (a) (ii) that 
normal parents who wished to 
homeschool may in fact be 
judged under some definition of 
“regular " and ” efficient.”. We 
wrote to the Minister on just this 
point but his double jeopardy 
reply does not really answer our 
problem. (18 September) 

“In reply to your specific 
question, parents of 
homcschooled children do not 
have to be registered teachers. 
They may engage a registered 
teacher to supervise the 
instruction of the child, or they 
may enrol the child in a course 
of distance education offered by 
an approved State or non-Slate 
school.". 

A GOOD STORY? 

Interestingly, when I was 
involved with the 60 Minutes 
homeschool ing segment. 
Andrea Keir the producer of the 
segment was in contact with The 
Hon. Paul Braddy’s (Qld’s 



Educadon Minister) press secretary 
and she told her that it was not 
necessary in Queensland to be a 
qualified teacher and that there were 
legitimate avenues for non'Certified 
committed parents to homeschool. 
Obviously this answer is only a part 
truth , the legitimate avenues are 
only available to wealthy or 
religious families. 

QLD PARENTS 

It is my experience here at 
Homeschoolers Australia pty ltd 
ACN 003 222848 that many parents 
would like to homeschool in 
Queensland, but cannot because of 
the law. I get on average 3 phone 
calls/ letters per week requesting 
information about this possibility 
from intelligent and highly 
motivated parents who are not 
registered school teachers, are not 
religiously aligned with the A.C.E. 
programme, who cannot afford 
and/or do not wish to participate in 
the Dist Educ. programme. The 
great majority of these people fulfill 
all the requirements that would 
make them registered 
homeschoolers in N.S.W, Vic, 
W.A., S.A,A.C.T, orTas. 

COMMITTED PARENTS 
^ ARE COMPETENT 
EDUCATORS 
It is my experience that in 99% of 
cases homeschooling is 
characterised by caring, concerned 
and committed parents, devoted to 
the social, moral, educational, 
mental and physical growth of their 
children who are prepared to forgo a 
second income and commit their 
time, energy and resources to their 
children’s education. This applies 
no less to those parents who live in 
Queensland, who must also be 
recognised under the Law as 
intelligent/ competent home 
educators of their own children. 



WE WILL WIN 

This fight has only just begun. 
We are presently preparing a 
submission on the historical, 
legal and ethical considerations 
of homeschooling as a high 
quality educational cation. If 
you wish you can add your voice 
to ours, please send a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to 
BobOsmak Lot 2 Caboolture 
River Rd. Upper Caboolture 
4510 or myself Jo-. Anne Beime 
at PO. Box 420 KellyviUe 2153 
and we can co*ordinate a mutual 
sup^rt group to challenge this 
Act. 

The Law in W.A. regarding 
homeschooling while not ideal, 
is a reasonable and workable 
one. It says '‘That a child under 
regular and efficient instruction 
at home or elsewhere of which 
fact notice in writing has been 

sent shall be a matter for 

the decision of the Minister ^ who 
may require the report of a 
Superintendent of Education 
thereon” 

In other words under the Educ 
Act 1928-1981 Section 14 (a) 
p.24. The Minister is responsible 
for deciding a case for or against 
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instruction at home. What this 
means is not that the Minister 
decides each individual case but 
that s/he appoints others to 
decide (e.g Inspectors of School 
Education) and these people 
recommend to h^. However in 
cases of dispute, the fmal 
decision becomes the Minister's. 

THE DECISION 

Having the Minister decide can 
be good for a couple of reasons 

1. Often, unwittingly, school 
authorities have the vested 
interests of schools and their 
procedures, jobs, goals and 
aspirations as their primary 
concern., whereas a Minister is 
not bound down by a narrow 
“school-type” view and can see 
the benefits of a homeschool 
approach to education. 

2. A Minister is an elected 
politician and as such they can 
be sensitive to the wishes of the 
electorate. They are used to 
listening to deeply held and 
widely spread views of a great 
many people. A Minister is 
forced to weigh up the 
reasonableness or otherwise of a 
proposition, consider the legal 
aspect of a refusal and come to 
some fair and impartial 
decision. 

If the decision ultimately rests 
with the Minister, as it docs in 
N.S.W,Qld, and W.A.for 
example, we are further 
protected by a Federal Act 
called the Administrative 
Decisions Judicial Review Act 
[13955] 5(1) (a)- (i) that is 
binding in the case of State laws 

There is absolutely no purpose 
in my mind in running scared 
from Education authorities who 



purport to be in possession of the 
power to circumscribe, limit or in 
anyway prescribe the type of home 
education programme that we will 
apply to our children if those rules 
are unjust and unfair. Instead of 
enduring unreasonable reports and 
appalling inspections it becomes 
imperative to approach the Minister 
and ensure that justice is done. 

DISCRIMINATION 

This information is all preface to a 
case {X’esently before the Education 
Minister in W.A. Mrs. Kay 
Hallahan. In 1990, Education 
authorities proposed Draft 
Requirements for the Registration 
of Home Tuition Providers . They 
sent copies of them, after they were 
prepared, to grcHips and individuals 
connected with homeschooling and 
these people had a right of reply. 
Most people with whom I am in 
contact, including Eamon Murphy 
at Curtin University were appalled 
by their restrictive and proscriptive 
nature, including the advent of 6 
monthly visits. 

Most homeschoolers wrote to the 
then Minister about their concerns, 
however despite the fact that these 
regulations have in no way been 
confumed or sent to homeschoolers 
they are presently being applied in 
some cases in a most heavy handed 
and discriminatory way. I have been 
in close contact with many W.A. 
homeschoolers - and have a phone 
bill to prove it ! and there are cases 
of concern. For example a highly 
qualified and committed 
homeschooling mother with well- 
educated child, good programme, 
excellent child’s work etc. recently 
received an inspection visit While 
not positive she was given no 
impression that the inspectors, 
(there were two inspectors and 
unfortunately she had not taken the 
precaution of having a witness 
present), were in any way unhappy 



with the educ. programme that 
she was providing. However, 
she received a rqx)rt saying 
things that were basically lies. 
She has documentary evidence 
to prove that every single 
criticism is unjust, much of it 
actually presented to the 
inspectors on the day of their 
visit 

PREJUDICE 

I am ccMifident that the 
inspectors' report smacks more 
of i^judice against 
homeschooling than any 
perceived interest in the 
education of the child. Proof of 
this lies in statements such as 
''(the child) did not wish to even 
discuss the possible advantages 
of returning to a regular school 
environment,,,!* mA "at that 
point a decision will have to be 
made about (the child)* s 
education for 1992** (note: the 
inspectors feel they will be 
making the decision about 
further homeschooling NOT the 
parent.). 
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No -one could read the report and not be 
convinced that the inspectors are extremely 
biased educationally and philosophically 
against the possibility of long term home 
education. 

I am also incensed to hear that many other 
committed and highly motivated 
homeschooling families have been putting up 
with very negative inspection visits and even 
worse written rcports, because they feel 
scared to rock the boat These appalling 
reports that speak of you, your teaching and 
your child’s application stay in your child’s 
record at the Department of Education for 
ever. 

DFXIDING TO FIGHT 

Under the present W.A. Act there is absolutely 
no necessity to submit to awful inspection 
visits. Rather it is a matter for a group of 
articulate, intelligent parents to present a case 
pro-homeschooling, including sensible 
regulations, to the Minister.. 

People who do not personally know 
homeschoolers have a great problem with 
adjusting to the idea that parents want to 
provide their own children with an education. 
Inspectors, authorities, the Minister, your 
local member all need to know that 
homeschooling is a growing, responsible and 
high quality educational movement, that 
cannot be regulated into obscurity. 

We live in a democracy but the price of our 
freedom is eternal vigilance (who said that?). 
Homeschoolers must support each other and 
MUST object when they arc unjustly treated. 
There is no need for anyone to suffer because 
they homcschool.. 




HOMESgHpOLING^^^I^^ 



Despite our different localities we fight the same battle, fox the 
freedom of the family and individuals to choose the option of home 
education without harassment or unnecessary restriction. 

We live in a democracy, where the rights of individuals are respected 
but the rights of those who speak up are even more respected. There is 
no need for any homeschooler to feel powerless when they can justify 
as unfair a law, guidelines, decision, inspection or report. There are 
local, state and national support groups who can put you in contact 
with someone who can help in any situation or at least devise a 
strategy to approach a solution. However it should be remembered that 
no-one represents you better than yourself. 

For this reason I would like to encourage each homeschooler, when it 
is necessary, to make a stand at point of contact, on the issues that 
effect the quality of your henne educating lives. Some important things 
to remember are 

1 . Give a bureaucrat an inch and s/he may take a mile, power becomes 
greater when it is not challenged . 

2. If you don't deal with a problem when it is small it is going to get 
bigger. 

3. If you don't complain, it is presumed you HAVE NOTHING that 
you are unhappy about. 

If they have your permission (in that they receive no complaints) to 
regulate and criticise your home education programmes/ approach / 
set-up they will do just that because they presume they know best in 
this educational field as well as the school field- courtesy of titles aiKl 
degrees. Of course they will then decide that they know better than 
you in the area of socialization and home education in general because 
you have given them permission to comment in the first place. 

The fact is that education legislation all over Australia while not 
perfect is good (or has the potential for change in the case of Qld). In 
some cases it is applied in a heavy handed and discriminatory way - 
i.e. the same rules are not applied to schools which are funded through 
the public purse. I believe we all should make the time and energy to 
handle our own individual issues as they arise - if you object to six 
monthly visiu write and tell the Minister why, if you receive an untrue 
report send it back with comments aiKl complaints as soon as possible 
- in that way you arc all indirectly supporting each other, without net J 
of a mass'ivc top heavy organisation to tell you what to do. If you take 
each isKac as it arises and explain your philosophy/ methods/ 
commitment with intelligence and patience to the bureaucrats and 
politicians you have a powerful chance to influence long term decision 
making. I hope none of you decide that you can live with the chains 
they have or may put on you, I never will. 
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A Week of Homeschooling 

by Carolyn Wilcher 



(Perfiaps owcftfie most as^d 
questions to do zidtfi 
fiomescfioodng are "Outflow do 
you teacft aU tftose suBjutsF^'^Ifus 
articCe, pr .ted in tfie originaC 
*K^souru ^ookjar 9dme 
'Educators, (!}{omesc(woCers 
S^ustndia pty Ctd 19S9) anszoers 
tfiis question beautifuUy. 

One cold winter’s day last week, as 
niy 6 year old daughter, Amy, 
snuggled up on her grandmother’s 
knee and watched our video 
recording Seven-Network’s 
presentation of ”A Climate in 
Crisis”, a discussion arose. As often 
happens, I needed to simplify the 
dialogue so that Amy could 
understand more easily. She wanted 
to know about coal and the ’’dirty 
smoke” it makes. I explained simply 
that we bum coal to make electricity 
and that we can help make our earth 
and air better by not using too much 
electricity. Later, after sunset, Amy 
went around luming all the lights 
off, as she had heard on the program 
that this would help. This led to a 
discussion on electricity and what 
life must have been like before 
electricity - how people used 
candles for light At this point I 
remembered that my brother had a 
candle-making set as a young boy. 
A phone call later and the candle kit 
was ours! This has expanded into a 
whole unit of work on candles. I call 
it a "unit of work" but that’s just a 
fancy way of saying we had lots of 
fun learning about candles, and 
without trying, covered every 
"school" subject. Our week went 
something like this: 



The following morning we set to 
work to make out first candle. (Craf 
t). After preparing the mould and 
taping the wick in place we 
proceeded to melt the wax by 
placing it in a tin and standing the 
tin in a pan of hot water. Learning 
experience - we c^plied heat to a 
solid which melted to become a 
liquid. We poured the liquid into the 
mould which when cooled, became 
a solid. (Science) 

We took a trip to our local library 
and looked up “Candles” in the 
catalogue and found a book called 
"Tlie Great Candle Scandal" by Jean 
Chapman, a children's story book 
which we borrowed. Amy enjoyed 
listening t o the story and reading 
those pa>ts she could. We discussed 
uses of candles in the past (Oral 
Language. History) and present, e.g. 
Birthday celebrations. Weddings, 
Christmas, uses of candles in church 
(Social Studies. Religious 
Education) . We discussed fire 
safety, use of matches, how to put 
out a "body " fire by rolling on 
the ground, or by smothering the 
flames with a blanket, etc. We 
talked about the fact that flames 
need fuel and proved this by placing 
an upturned jar over a lighted candle 
and watching the flame go out as it 
used up the oxgyen. (Science) 

I scribed Amy’s personal story about 
a candle which she dictated( 
Creative writing) and illustrated 
(Pre-writing skills) . We counted 
candles and matched and sorted 
them into groups of tens and ones 
(Maths) and wrote down the correct 
answers (Writing Numerals) . We 
put the candles in order according to 




size from the largest to the smallest 
(Maths) . 

We sang the song "Five Little 
Candles" (Music ) which involves 
counting backwards from 5, thereby 
incorporating the concept of "one 
less" (Maths) . 

It happens to be my birthday this 
week so we made a cake (Science) 
involving weighing and measuring 
(Maths) and counting the correct 
number of candles for my age 
(Maths) . 

We made a candle holder out of clay 
(Craft) , enjoyed our evening meals 
together by candlelight, while 
discussing, at Amy’s prompting, the 
greenhouse effect (Environmental 
Studies) and lopped the candle 
studies off with a family excursion 
to the Argylc Soap and Candle Shop 
at the Rocks in Sydney. 

Just as one wave gathers another, 
rolling into one and ultimately 
coming to land on the beach, so was 
this whole learning experience on 
Candles. One idea led into another 
and then another until they all rolled 
into one and reached the same 
destination - a knowledge and 
understanding of candles and their 
uses. Integrated Learning in a 
nutshell !!! 
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ENGLISH - POETRY 

We recently discovered an 
interesting, concise and well- written 
book called Poetry in Many Forms 
by Lesley Pyott and published by 
^x)ngman Cheshire - $10.75. It 
seems to me that it could be used 
over a whole range of age groups as 
it explains, with the use of many 
wonderful examples, the seven 
distinct types of poetry: Free verse. 
Concrete verse. Haiku, Narrative, 
Descriptive, Ballads, Limericks. If 
you never really understood 
onomatopoeia (or could spell it), or 
the difference between metaphors 
and similes you will probably find 
yourself as absorbed in the book as I 
did. The choi( ‘s of verse are also a 
lovely mixture of old and new 
including some Shakespeare. 

MATHEMATICS 

For those who have found the new 
K-6 Maths syllabus inspiring- 
especially the emphasis on spatial 
concepts there are two fun (and 
thoroughly absorbing) computer 
programmes available that will give 
lots of practice in these areas. They 
are Tetris and Welluis disuibuted 
by Dataflow. Developed by a 
Russian the programmes force you 




to visualise numbers of blocks in a 
variety of rotations and then place 
them into an ever expanding grid. 
Tetris does this in a 2D approach, 
Welluis takes the concept further 
and makes it almost 3D forcing you 
to estimate, visualise, rotate, 
calculate and EXASPERATE at 
an ever faster pace. This parent 
tends to hit the panic button, but 
needless to say the kids don’t bat 
an eyelid. It has been our 
experience that those children 
who are not usually crazy about 
computer games find Tetris most 
enjoyable and are not as likely to 
become discouraged as it has 10 
ability levels and is very mentally 
satisfying. 

MUSIC 



COMPUTERS 

Dataflow computer company will 
send you a free copy of their 
catalogue if you write to them at 
DATAFLOW P.O. Box 525 Kings 
Cross 201 1 



1 1 


su 






Are you aware that there is a group 
called Pan Pacific Music Camps? 
[P.O. Box 614 Blacktown N.S.W. 
2148 (02) 671 6801] This group of 
people, in association with Rotary 
International run very professional 
music camps in the Christmas 
Holidays for children and adults 
including a Prep Music Camp 2-5 
January (5-9 years old) a Junior 
Music Camp 2-7 Jan (10-14 years 
old). The directors and guests for 
the camps are highly respected 
people in their fields and the 
activities planned look very 
interesting. After these camps they 
hold specialist music technology, 
saxophone, flute, violin and piano 
schools. 



Computer Programme 
Review: 

Sim City - Although we have found 
that this programme is able to be 
mastered by children as young as 7, 
who have the interest and reading 
ability to do so, I believe it is also 
being used in some Universities for 
1st year architecture students. In 
Sim City you get the opjwrtunity to 
take charge of an evolving and 
growing city. You collect taxes, 
design public transport needs, build 
houses, bulldoze bushland (or not) 
manipulate property values, handle 
cyclones, fires etc. There is a lot of 
feedback, for instance when a city 
gets too large the programme forces 
you to make decisions about 
pollution, transport and power 
options. The cities can be saved and 
worked on over a long period of 
time and it requires a lot of thought. 
For instance I don’t know how I 
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could have ever incorporated a 
"schoolwork type unit" on “light 
industry” into a K-6 "programme" 
yet our little town planners are very 
aware of the importance of light and 
heavy industry for employment 
levels in their cities. The price is 
au)und $79.95 and Sim City is made 
for every popular computer. 

SCIENCE 

Two homeschooling parents Greg 
Baker and Robin Jean have recently 
written a book called 
Communication: A Book of 
Activities and Information for the 
Ausualian Science Teacher’s 
Assoc. 1991 Australian Science in 
Schools Week. It covers a wide 
range of activities for children 
Primary 5-6 and Secondary 7-10. 
Greg says “Although primarily 
designed for school teachers there is 
no reason why any homesch(X)ling 
parent could not help a child work 
through the aclivilics at home or 
indeed that a child could not work 
through the activities tliemsclves.” 
They cost $4 each (includes post & 
packaging) and arc available from 
Mr. Robin Groves G.P.O. Box 
2682, Canberra A.C.T.2601, 




SCIENCE TEACHING 
A NEW APPROACH 

I was interested to read an article by 
the scientist and respected journalist 
Peter Pocklcy on 18.8.91 (Sun 
Herald p.40) about the intention of 
The Internat ional Conference on 
Chemical Education to “help make 
more relevant to life the subject of 
chemistry.” (England on the 
24-25lh of August). 

Without realising he was doing it I 
believe that Peter Pocklcy’s article 
made a brilliant argument for the 
way some homeschoolcrs teach 
their children science - including 
cnemistry. I quote “Most school 
pupils have been introduced to 
chemistry and its theory in a 
logically ordered progression. 

When I look back on my own 
approach, as recorded in a textbook 
I wrote on physical chemistry in tlie 
1960’s, I realise how difficult it 
must be for average students to 
grasp the significance of, say, 
atomic and molecular theory or 
reaction kinetics. Such concepts 
may be central to the chemistry 
laboratory hut they are quite foreij^n 
to everyday experience and a 
curriculum which force feeds such 

capture commit mcnLirQni the most 
highly motivated.” 

“ Reformers of the chemistry 

curriculum arc turning to building 
an understanding of the subject 
from the materials and matters of 
ordinary life.” The approach he 
says is “applications led and builds 
on students’ experience of their own 
world.” c.g. “ A uniton sunlight 
brings in concepts of radiation and 
spectroscopy.” A company called 
Salters has sponsored a curriculum 
lliat has recently been explained at 
the University of Technology - 
“Students taking the course do not 
have to grind through a weighty 
textbook from beginning to end.” 





The article made me smile as it 
sounded awfully like application of 
the principles of homeschooling to 
me - starting from real life 
experiences then 
answering/introducing relevant 
learning needs! 

LEARNING 

DIFFICULTIES 

Some families who decide to 
homcschool do so for the specific 
reason that their child has been 
labelled a “learning difficulties” 
child. This presents special 
challenges to the parent and child in 
coming to terms with what has gone 
before and developing a strategy 
that will ensure learning success and 
enjoyment in the future. I am happy 
to help set up a support group for 
those parents who feel they might 
want to discuss this issue 
specifically and the ways they have 
found to help their special children. 

SUPPORT GROUP 
If you would like to help start a 
support group of homcschoolers 
dealing with learning difficulties 
please drop me a note containing a 
stamped self-addressed envelope 
about same and I will get the first 
meeting organised. 
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AN IMPORTANT BOOK 
ABOUT LEARNING 
DIFFICULTIES 

An extra special hook I have 
recently read on the subject and 
highly recommend to anyone 
interested in pursuing the issue is 
The Learning Mystique - A Critical 
Look at Learning Disabilitie s by 
Gerald Coles published by Fawcett 
Columbine. Gerald Coles is 
associate professor of Clinical 
Psychiatry at Rutgers Medical 
School. His articles have appeared 
in The Harvard Educational 
Review, Science and Society, The 
Journal of Special Education, 
Learning Disability Quarterly. 
Another interesting article on the 
issue, which is a good deal more 
readable is available from Holt 
Associates and titled “Everyone is 
Able : Exploding the Myth of 
Learning Disabilities” . 



P.E.T.A. - The Primary 
English Teachers 
Association 

Many of you will be aware of The 
Primary English Teachers 
Association. I always find their 
bimonthly material interesting and 
thought provoking. 

DYSLEXIA or DYSTEACHIA ? 

Sometimes the P.E.T.A material is 
especially good for reminding me 
Just how we can take for granted the 
natural learning we do at home. In 
PEN 82 for example this classic 
quote is in a paragraph entitled The 
Importance of Oral Lang ua g e “Oral 
language is a vital resource for 
communication (amazing!!), for 
learning and personal growth, and 
yet it is often treated incidentally in 
our classrooms. We lake great care 
for instance to deliberately plan for 
writing for different purposes and in 
different contexts ** . 



One wonders how they can be 
serious about programming 
classroom time for oral language 
development. Surely if they just let 
the children out of the classroom 
and gave them more free time they 
could develop their own oral 
language, given that they learnt a 
language totally without tuition 
between the ages of 0 and 5 years. 
Interesting that the whole learning 
difficulties business is concerned 
with the “reading” & “writing” 
fields i.e. those where 
“programmed” development 
occurs, it is widely acknowledged 
that even children teachers label as 
having severe reading and writing 
problems are always perfectly 
capjablc in the areas of oral 
language. 

Perhaps this will change when they 
timetable, as one teacher does in a 
sample in PEN 82, activities such as 
“talk in different contexts, (that suit 
the classroom of course), talk as 
performance/product, listening in 
formal situations, awareness of how 



discourse is structured , 
conversations (e.g. telephone) - 
presumably a play telephone about a 
make-believe topic instead of real 
conversation about real concerns). 
One wonders that if 0-5 year olds 
realised just how mammulh is the 
timetabling involved in their 
learning of grammar, syntax, 
expression, vocabulary etc. whether 
they would ever undertake the job at 
all, especially given many of them 
learn from, save us, unqualified 
parents!!! 

i* 11 SEA YA IN CORT !!! 

PEN 83 is also interesting as Peter 
Williams discusses the Legal 
Dimensions to the Teaching Process 
. He asks and answers the question 
about whether the time is coming 
when children will sue their schools 
and teachers for bad advice and 
career damage due to bad teaching. 
It is the feeling of many that here in 
Australia we will soon see court 
cases arguing just these issues. 
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GIFTED & TALENTED 

Hawker Brownlow Education is a 
major textbook supplier and 
supporter of gifted and talented 
education in Australia. They are 
committed to importing and 
producing a broad range of 
resources, and have started printing 
a newsletter full of information, 
articles and challenges for parents 
and children with this special 
interest For more information their 
address is 235 Bay Rd. Cheltenham 
Victoria 3192, Ph (03) 555 1344 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY 

WELCOMES 

HOMESCHOOLERS 

Dr Moore has sent me a copy of an 
interesting letter from George A. 
Schiller the Director of 
Undergraduate Admissions at 
Boston Uni. It says in part “If you 
are a homeschooled student 
interested in attending or simply 
concerned to know more about your 
options in higher education we 
would be pleased to talk with you. 
Dr Moore has also received a 
similar letter from Harvard 
University. 1 will share information 
received from registrars around 
Australia on homeschoolers 
attending universities in the next 
issue. 

ADVENTIST 
HOMESCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 
The first edition of the Adventist 
Homeschool newsletter arrived in 
September for those wishing to 
subscribe or know more please 
write to Vada Kum Yuen P.O. Box 
1252Marceba Qld4880. 

WHERE DO I GET THE 
MOORES’ BOOKS ? 

All the Moores books arc available 
from Koorong Bookshop, which has 
branches in most states. I highly 



recommend the book Homeschool 
Burnout for anyone considering 
either taking up or giving up home 
education. Mind Your Own 
Business , their new book, is also a 
very good read. 

FATHERS & TEACHING 

The very well known 
homeschooling researchers, 
advocates & authors Raymond and 
Dorothy Moore were brought to 
Australia by homeschooler 
Beverley Hogg and others in 1988. 1 
recorded some of their talks and one 
of the things Dorothy had to say on 

one of the tapes was “ Some 

research recently said that fathers 
spent less than 0.5% of their time 
teaching their children. But too 
often we think of teaching in a very 
specific narrow way. For instance if 
the father is cleaning the car and a 
child is helping him, or they are 
shopping , playing sport or even 
sitting together they are talking, 
responding and communicating 
about lots of things, the child will be 
imitating what dad is doing and 



sharing in his lifetime of 
experience. Whatever you are doing 
together you are teaching - so dads 
are probably doing a great more 
than they are actually given credit 
for and by rights it should be called 
laboratory or practical teaching 
time.” 

MARY PRIDE’S BOOKS ? 

These well known and informative 
books, in a brand new edition are 
also available from Koorong 
Bookshop . 



WHAT IS TEACHING 
ANYWAY? 

Interestingly enough the word teach 
actually means “to show” . The 
word goes back to the Indo- 
European base *deik- which is 
pronounced in Greek as ‘show’. 
(Bloomsbury Dictionary of Word 
Origins) 
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qii^cin of a chUd " 

: . whd'was recendy remoy 
from school “I d^’t 
every time I wi^ d> ask the 
teacher a que^^on she sends 
the hack to thy d^, ! am 
going to ask so many 
questions and find out so 
many ansvfers!!!” 



LEARNING 
BECAUSE YOU 
WANT TO KNOW 

Homeschpolers have always 
cndoi^ the idea that you 
learn most when you really 
want to and I was recently 
privileged to see just this 
happen over a three day 
period. A young 
homescl^ier I know really 
wants to pursue the career of 
actings a°. ad<^ticin came up 
where ^ was required to 
play piano- D^ite this 
child’s ^ike of learning 
the piano and despite the fact 
that lessons hadn’t been 
taken on the instrument for 
well over 6 months, within 
three days ihe had, of her 
own accord, mastered a quite 
difficult piece, way above 
what would be regarded as 
her possible achicvmcnt 
level -i not an expert or with 
brilliant technique but 
nonetheless with 
competence and 
determination. She was 
rightly proud of herself and 
quite surprised at her 
achievement, it taught all of 
us a very valuable lesson 
about ho" own ability to 
learn when self motivated.. 



ADVERTISEMENTS 

* Yours could be here ! * Send for our rates 

\ 

CARTWRIGHT 
COMMUNICATIONS 

My husband 
and 1 sell IBM 
compatible 
computers 
and software 
for Amiga, 

Atari, Apple 
and MS Dos. 1 
can get software for 
homeschoolers at a greatly 
reduced price. The hitch is that 
unless you live nearby, 1 cannot 
help you install the software- 
(luckily homeschoolers are well 
educated and know howto do 
this anyway.) 1 can also have 
catalogues sent to your home. If 
you want an IBM computer I can 
get you the best price. Give me a 
call on 047 39 6650. 

Sue Cartwright . 

> 
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jHelen a brilliant 60 + page journal from Washington, ij.S.A. call^ 
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Natural learning, sometimes referred to as unschooling, 
is one of the more interesting and controversial aspects 
of the homeschooling movement. It calls for a kind of 
faith that few people possess these days. One of my 
favouiite quotes comes from the book ‘How Children 
Learn*. In the foreword John Holt wrote “Ail I am saying 
in this book can be summed up in two words ‘Trust Chil- 
dren.” Nothing could be more simple or more difficult. 
Difficult, because to trust children we must trust 
ourselves and most of us were taught as children that we 
could not be trusted. And so we go on treating children 
as we ourselves were treated, calling this ‘reality,’ or 
saying bitterly ‘If I could put up with it, they can too’.*’ 

Over the course of the past few years it has become 
evident that homeschooled children can learn in many 
different ways, other than those laid down by the 
schools. The lock-step methods have been shown for 
what they arc: simply a convenient means of controlling 
large numbers of children day after day. In reality. 



children don’t need the coercion, the 
threats, the demands, or the bribery. 
They’ll learn, in their own good time 
and in their own unique ways, how to 
read, to write, to spell, to do arithmetic. 
They’ll figure out plenty of science and 
histoiy, they’ll learn about health, 
music, and what the schools call social 
studies. They’ll concentrate on what 
interests them, and they’ll ignore what 
doesn’t but over the course of time 
they’ll arrive at a good balance - 
however they choose to define that for 
themselves. 

But is natural learning simply letting 
children learn about the subject areas 
that schools have defined in their own 
way and when they’re ready for it? No. 
There’s much more to life than social 
studies and spelling. Children need to 
learn stuff like responsibility, 
judgment, perserverance, respect, 
discipline, independence. Many 
parents can accept that a child will 
eventually be able to teach himself to read, but to be 
responsible? That’s asking for a real leap of faith, isn’t 
it? And yet why shouldn’t our children be just as 
interested in becoming responsible, caring adults as we 
are in seeing them become so? Why the attitude that 
unless we steer the ship it will run aground? 

tiver notice how many books there are on how to get 
your children to do what they’re told? Disobedient, 
rebellious teenagers (as well as younger children) are the 
basis of many popular cartoons. It seems to be 
universally accepted, like a distaste for tripe and onions. 
Why can’t we let go of the notion that unless we adults 
(who know best) dictate the lives of our children (who 
don’t know anything), they’ll naturally turn out to be 
shiftless, lazy, irresponsible and a burden on society? 
Homeschooling parents have a singular opportunity to 
change this misguided perception, but we ourselves will 
have to embrace it fully before we can convince anyone 
else of the idea’s merit. 
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^ii Interview with Don Haddon 

from the N.S.W Board of Studies by jo-Anne Beime 



I recent^ had the opportunity to interoieu^ Don 
9{addon zoho is presently co^ordinatitig inspection 
visits by ^oard Of Studies inspectors, Don !Haddon 
lOQs an inspector of homeschoolers under the o(d 
legislation so has, xvith homeschoolers, been zvitness to 
some big changes. 

Who is in charge of homeschooling? 

The Minister, Mrs Chadwick is completely responsible 
for homeschooling. However, the administration of 
homeschooling is undertaken using Board of Studies 
inspectors, through an organisational structure which is 
called the Homeschooling Unit, using Board of Studies 
inspectors and Liason Officers. These officers arc known 
its Authorised Persons. 

How' do you see your role in an inspection? 

As Authorised Persons we have a multi-faceted role. 
Primarily it is our responsibility to sec that the guidelines 
are being covered. Then we can be a source of advice 
and support in areas such as the direction that programs 
arc or could be heading and information about particular 
, relevant resources of which we arc have personal 
knowlcgdc. 

How does this role differ from the one you had as an 
inspector under the old legislation.? 

It seems to me that the new role allows us the 
opportunity to foster an ongoing relationship with and 
support to families and to combine our inspection role 
with one of an advisor or consultant, in a less judgmental 
way than previously perceived. Under the old Act there 
were requirements that one might tick and and cross and 
so the exemption was determined in this formally 
structured manner, i.c. there were definitive rules 
governing programming, documentation, tirneUtblcs, 
diaries, environment etc. Under the new Act we arc able 
to be more flexible and able to respond to the individual 
familcs and their homeschooling, in a less structured 
way but still in the light of the guidelines. 

3. What are your functions as Authorised Persons ? 

1. To respond to the application for registration as 
required by the Law. 

2. To become an administrative structure between 
homeschoolers and the Minister. 

3. To attend to an inspection visit, where our prime 
concerns arc that the family is fulfilling the requirements 



of the guidelines including programming, 
documentation, resources etc.. 

How are inspectors chosen to visit families? 

E)cspite their expertise and qualifications in other areas 
few of the Authorised Persons had undertaken 
homeschooling visits previous to their induction in 
February 1991. So this year has been a learning 
experience for us all. Initially visits arc apportioned 
geographically, however in some cases this has or will 
lead to overload. In these cases the Board’s other 
Authorised Persons arc allocated families to visit and 
this year I have done a substantial number of visits 
myself. We understand that many homeschoolers believe 
there are advantages in consistency of inspections i.c. 
that a family sees the one Authorised Person if at all 
possible, and we arc mindful of this consideration when 
allocating visits. 

What have been the greatest difficulties and 
pleasures of your own visits thus far? 

One of the difficulties is that some families assume that 
we can do some or all of the initial work for a family 
who wishes to be registered. It is not our duty to 
assemble programs and collect very basic information, 
that is the role of the parents themselves. Parents must 
access the relevant information themselves - often this is 
done most efficiently through homeschooling support 
groups and teacher friends. We all have a certain amount 
of time to spend on a visit and we expect that families 
will have taken the initiative in preparing themselves 
adequately for the important role they are undertaking. 
We would expect not to have to spend an enormous 
amount of time explaining each individual guideline and 
its application but that parents will have done this for 
thcmsclvcs.Thc pleasures on the other hand have been 
many, we have seen lots of enthusiastic and well 
prepared parents, lots of fine work and pleasant children 
and we have partaken of lots of delicious treats prepared 
by competent homeschooling children. 

What advice would you give ? 

1. Make suie you arc thoroughly aware of procedures 
and requirements. 

2. Seek advice and resources from more experienced 
homeschoolers. 

3. Remember that homeschooling is an enormous 
commitment. 
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Won't They Be 

"DIFFERENT?" 



Becky Olson 



^Aren't you doing your kid« a 
disservice by homeschooling? I 
mean, how will they fit into the real 
world if they haven't been schooled 
like everyone else? Won't they be 
different?” 

"I sure hope so!" I wanted to 
say. "I really want my children to be 
diflerent!” Her question was honest 
enough. She was concerned about 
my kids' futures. I don't think she 
would have ever understood if Fd 
tried to explain to her why different 
is good. So I just smiled and said, 
"Well, they seem to fit in most eve- 
rywhere," as I glanced past her 
shoulder at my youngest daughter 
scooping up her baby and the rest 
pairing off, already finding common 
interests. 

Our society pays great lip ser- 
vice to "being your own person." 
Several years ago a TV commercial 
applauded the individual who took 
the last exit off the freeway in 
search of his uniqueness, we still 
idolize the Horatio Alger ideals of 
fortitude, hard work, and the con- 
cept that "anyone can work their 
way to the top." Chances are now 
that one of those fictional boys 



Becky Olson is long iimt /»ome- 
schooling advocate and a frequent con- 
tributor to these pages. She and her hus- 
band Paul, the homeschooling parents of 
five, make their home near Tucson, Ari- 
zona. 



would have diffi- 
culty getting a 
job, because in 
reality indepen- 
dent thinidng 
and self taught 
skills are not 
valued. 

Yes, those 
of us that have 
opted to home- 
school are work- 
ing to help in- 
crease the value 
of being able to 
think through a 
problem and 




find the solution, either indepen- 
dently or in a team. When you 
watch a young child that has bond- 
ed well with his parents and the 
world around, that has been encour- 
aged to use explorative powers, the 
child doesn't sit down in defeat 
when he comes to an obstacle in the 
path. This free thinking individued 
puzzles out a way to overcome, or 
use the barrier instead of fighting it. 
In fact if it is indeed an insurmount- 
able obstacle, the child may just sit 
down and explore it. The child may 
choose, too, to accept the obstacle as 
a quest too big to conquer today. He 
may turn his back and leave this for 
another time. Or the child may call 
to a larger person - parent, friend, 
or sibling - to help move the obstruc- 
tion. 




This same child, in later 
years, if left to use his own creativi- 
ty, will face all challenges the same 
way. Speaking, reading, arithmetic, 
roller skating and calculus will all be 
looked upon as a conquerable chal- 
lenge, if not today, then perhaps to- 
morrow, next weel^ or next year. 

One of the amazing attributes 
I see in homeschooling people is they 
don't take their validation from their 
1)ook lamin'." My own children have 
given up trying to convince adults 
that knowing the multiplication ta- 
bles or the capital of South Dakota is 
not an indication of their learning 
abilities. Data is not valuable in and 
of itself, but rather is gathered and 
stored to be used later on. Whether 
the use is to answer a trivia ques- 
tion, solve a math problem or write a 
letter, each is an equally 
respectable reason for us- 
ing the information. 

As my oldest be- 
comes a teenager, she 
doesn't feel a ne^ to give 
in to peer pressure if it 
makes her uncomfortable. 
All her life she has decid- 
ed what is the upper limit 
of her involvement with 
anything-from sleep, to 
reading, to multiplication 
tables, to jumping into the 
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deep end of a ewimming pool. If she 
wasn't comfortable with it or didn't 
see a valuable reason for doing it, 
she woiddn't do it These skills are a 
great help to her in making the deci- 
sions teens must xxiake mily. Peer 
pressure is a factor in her life» but 
not the deciding factor. 

Children that are home most 
of their young life learn to get along 
with people of all ages. Home- 
schooled kids make great baby- 
sitters, because they ei\joy being 
with people. Fm always amazed at 
how patient these kids are with lit- 
tle ones as well as adults. These 
baby-sitters seem to innately under- 
stand the value of play, and er\joy 
sitting down to simple b^d games, 
or more complex computer games, 
with the child they are taking care 
of. Because self-esteem is high, the 
younger child often teaches the old- 
er one the rules of the board game 
and the tricks of the computer 
game. Information is shared equal- 

ly- 

These same kids seldom get 
impatient with a well meaning 
adult who talks down to them in a 
store or rushes over to prevent them 
from touching a breakable object. 
They smile, step back, and still look 
at ^e beautiful item. Sometimes 
they ask questions about the item, 
or ^1 me over to share the view. If 
I sense a real need for the child to 
touch it, ni hold it and let the child 
explore it gently with their fingers. 
Often the clerk will comment on 
how gentle the child is with fi^le 
items. 

Children that don't find their 
days cut up into blocks of time have 
the healthy ability to go with the 
flow. Having been allowed to ex- 
plore things until they are finished, 
they have a higher frustration limit. 
Most often they understand that the 
project will be waiting for them 
when they return. I rarely find 
homeschool parents complaining 
about the lack of attention span 
their children have. More often than 
not, the parents are frustrated by 
the child's need to follow a course of 
study to the very end, along with 
several detours into other disci- 
plines that contributed to the origi- 
nal project. 

One young woman's fascina- 
tion with cats led her and her moth- 



er on many an exploratory search 
through the public librap^, encom- 
passing ancient and medie>^ histo- 
ry, genetics, animal husbandry, biol- 
ogy. ' literature, archeology, 
anthropology, and a half dozen more 
subjects. Once she started, every 
contributing discipline had to be me- 
thodically explored. Some books 
were read to answer one specific 
question, others were explored cover 
to cover, and many of these led off to 
other studies. By the time the fasci- 
nation has be- 
come a glowing 
ember instead of 
a blazing need, 
an amazing 
amount of infor- 
mation had been 
covered, as well 
as the satisfac- 
tion of following a 
project from be- 
ginning to end. 

Skills had been 
learned to facili- 
tate the search 
for information: 
use of the library 
card catalog, 
reading and note 
■’<»king skills im- 
proved, and 80 on, 
but these were 
tools to help an- 
swer questions. 

There was no 
written report to 
enable someone 
else to decide 
whether the work 
had been worth- 
while, or had 
been done cor- 
rectly, or had fol- 
lowed arbitrary 
parameters set by 
an authority fig- 
ure. The girl was 
pleased with 
what she had 

learned and that was the only vali- 
dation she needed. 

For many years the buzz 
word in big business has been "team 
work." This has been a difficult con- 
cept for Americans to take to heart. 
Prom preschool on children are 
taught that when the final count- 
dowTi comes, winning is why the 
game is played. Although adults ad- 




monish children to share, sharing 
the credit for an accomplishment at 
the office can spell doom. Tlie driv- 
ing force of America is competition, 
one-up-manship, winning. 

As I watch homeschooled kids 
interact, so majiy times the chal- 
lenge of the game seems far more 
important than winning. When they 
choose up sides for a hal\ game, lit- 
tle ones are just as valued as big 
players. When winning isn't the an- 
swer, it's not necessary to degrade 
the lack of skills 
one player may 
have. 

My son and 
his friend were 
competing with 
each other on a 
computer game. 
After it was all 
done, their satis- 
faction was de- 
fined as a compar- 
ison. "I'm almost 
as good as Ste- 
phen in this 
game, and he is 
as go^ as I am in 
the other game." 
Neither of these 
two boys* self es- 
teem rested on 
beating the other, 
only upon improv- 
ing skill levels. 

The prob- 
lem solving skills 
that these chil- 
dren are learning 
in their indepen- 
dent exploration 
of the world will, 
indeed, make 
them different. 
Being different is 
always a chal- 
lenging path. 
Wth challenge 
comes growth and 
independent 
thinking. Above all of that comes 
happiness. Those of us involved in 
helping nurture a "different" person 
are different, too. When we, like the 
toddler, stop fighting the obstacle in 
our path, and accept and explore it, 
we find happiness in our peace. This 
is the gift we pass on to our "differ- 
ent" children. 



H£M 
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An Interview with lBry& by J6-Arihe Bei^ 



(Brydon ‘Rsu.tfieC is 13 years oCd and 
fu fias (dways bun fwmescfiooted. 
Since second term this year he has 
had his first regtdar (part-time) 
e^erienu urith school doing 
scienu. I asligd him why he 
decided to go to school and what 
he thought about the e^erunu. 

When & why did you start 
at school and how often do 
you go? 

Mum arranged with the 
Principal for me to start in a 
Year 7 class at the beginning 
of second term at my local 
high school. I attend 
whenever there are science 
periods and I stay for the 
break after them. I went 
because I wanted to do more 
chemistry than we were able 
to do at home with our own 
equipment. 

So, what is it like? 

Well it takes ages to get 
organised and if the kids just 
settled down we’d get twice 
as much work done as we do, 
things that should take 5 
minutes take 15 to organise. I 
think that the advantages are 
that the teacher is a specialist, 
there is a good library there 
that I can use, they have good 
materials and equipment to 
use. The disadvantages are 
that the teacher can’t give you 
much individual attention, 
there is lots of copying from 
the board, there is major 
hassle about 3cm margins and 
title and spelling pages. Some 
kids treat the teachers really 
disrespectfully and insult 
them, the ringleader of the 



group is disruptive and some 
of them talk a lot more than 
they should. 

What do you think you’ve 
learned? 

I’ve learned a lot of stuff that 
is really interesting, but I 
thought it would be better 
than it was. Now I’ve had the 
experience I realised that I 
thought it would be more 
practical. Unfortunately they 
had done chemistry mostly in 
Term 1 and only a little of it 
was done in Term 2 - the 
things we did do in chemistry 
were really great though like 
looking at battery acid and its 
effect on sugar crystals. The 
chemistry teacher was good. 
The science teacher since then 
has done some good things 
too like how geographical 
forces work and the San 
Andreas fault and sediments, 
but I knew a lot of these 
things already. 



environment and I read lots of 
other things too. 

How did the kids treat you 
or did you know some of 
them before you went? 

I didn’t know anyone and they 
teased me a bit. I didn’t get in 
with any of the “in” groups 
but I mice friends easily and I 
was able to make friends with 
kids not easily accepted into 
the group including a 
Taiwanese kid and a shy kid. 

You are moving soon so do 
you plan to go to school near 
your new house? 

No, I don’t think so. I really 
enjoyed going but I didn’t 
learn as much as I thought I 
would, I would encourage 
other kids to go just for the 
experience if they wanted to 
try out what it is like to be at 
school. 



How did 
you know 
these 
things? 

I read about 
them in NI 
magazine. 

It has a lot 
of 

information 
about the 
problems 
faced by 
third world 
countries, 
as well as 
about 

politics and 
the 
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Preparing a Portfolio 
' fbi*A^th'y^ 

by Jo-Anne Beirne 




As education is an ongoing process 
that mostly happens in institutions, 
many people feel that they arc able 
to gauge the relative successes and 
failures of a child’s education by 
teachers’ reports, assessments, 
exam results, etc. 

Children who attend school mostly 
have these types of achievement 
records kept for Uicm over long 
periods of time by their schools, 
their ultimate school results being 
the state matriculation exam. 

Homcschoolers do not choose the 
standard ‘school’ types of ongoing 
testimony to their children’s 
education. Nonetheless our children 
v/ill eventually have to go into the 
normal fields of work and academia 
and compete with those who have 
the “acccptable/normal” criteria of 
educational success. It seems to me 
a good idea for us to have our own 
catalogue of the different but very 



high quality education our home 
educated children have received 
while they were being educated. 

WHEN DO I START? 

There is no need to start this type of 
portfolio before Grade 6 or 7, other 
than for your own, or your child’s, 
personal interest and edification. 

HOW WILL IT LOOK ? 

The portfolio should be something 
that is able to grow, convenient to 
store, portable and easy care. One 
example of a portfolio would take 
the form of a ring folder with plastic 
sheets that contained some of the 
following or similar documents. 

1. Awards for community service or 
participation activities e.g clean- 
ups, work with old people or young 
children. 

2. Church service or youth group 
commendations etc. 

3. Certificates for competitions 
entered e.g. exams, local Art 
exhibitions etc 

4. If your child works part-time or in 
a voluntary capacity references 
from people that the child may have 
helped or worked with e.g. “I have 
found John to be a highly motivated, 
community-oriented honest 
individual who has performed every 
task that I have set him to the utmost 

of his capabilities ”. Don’t ever 

be too shy to ask for these types of 
references as your child’s future 
may be helped by them. 



5. Yearly notes or assessment from 
‘outside- ihe-home’ teachers e.g. 
gymnastics, soccer, tennis, ballet, 
music etc. Also any details of levels 
reached or exams passed in these 
types of activities. 

6. Photographs of your child 
pursuing their normal activities 
receiving awards or participating in 
drama, eisteddfods, sport etc. 
activities may also be a valuable 
part of their portfolio. 

7. Your own ‘school-type’ personal 
(and as your child gets older, their 
own) records of academic 
achievements. 

ASSESSMENTS 

There arc many ways to undertake 
this task, none of which should take 
the place of or be a substitute for 
real time spent exploring and 
learning. Parents who do not wish to 
assess their own children may wish 
to get a school teacher/psychologist 
or one of the testing organisations to 
give their child a standardised test 
on a regular basis. 

On the other hand parents who do 
not wish to use these types of tests 
could either make up their own at 
the end of each year - based on the 
work covered, or just make an 
overall, written view (given that we 
arc extremely close to the children 
all year and very aware of what they 
are doing). Results obtained and the 
tests themselves may be filed in the 
portfolio for posterity. 
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Forms of ASSESSMENT 

The assessment should take the 
form that is most suitable and 
convenient for you and most easily 
readable for a prospective employer 
or registrar. The type of assessment 
may change from year to year and 
could include some of the following 
(not in any order of importance) 

1. Independent external assessment 
results and comments and/or 

2. A neat typed, dated year by year 
copy of studies undertaken under 
subject then topic headings (at high 
school level) - with some 
comments, samples of work (i.e. 
your programme).and/or 

3. Comments made by homeschool 
inspectors should be requested and 
if relevant to the child’s 
achievements they could be kept in 
the portfolio and/or 

4. At the end of every year a list of 
your child’s academic and extra- 
curricular activities could be made. 
(This list will be easily accessible if 
you have your programme, your 
child’s work or have kept a basic 
daily or weekly record of lear ung.) 

You might like to convey this 
information in the form of a table 
mentioning application, self 
motivation, in-depth study, 
understanding, written or oral work 
or you might choose another way. 

Mathematics is an area where it is 
very important to keep easily 
readable records. A survey done 
among a large number of employers 
in 1989 showed that 97% of them 
would choose an applicant with 
high maths marks above any other 
applicant for any job - even one 
where mathematics was not part of 
the job itself. The next most 
important subjccts/marks to 
employers were Economics, 



English, Computer/ Technology 
It ’^pectively. 

5. Easy to read numerical tables 
of achievement, especially in 
Maths. 

6. Personal evaluations of 
achievement. 

7. Dated, pictorial/ documentary 
evidence of the child’s 
undertakings including work in 
the areas required by the 
education department in your 
state and any extra that they may 
have completed beyond the state 
requirements. Samples of 
projects c.g art/science/social 
studies could be included. 

EMPLOYMENT 

Homeschooling parents might 
be concerned that this 
information could be 
unacceptable given that the 
parent is also the arbiter of 
achievement. However if one 
makes a commitment to the 
truth in the first place you can 
never be “caught out” i.e. the 
child him/herself will be proof 
of the accuracy of your ongoing 
assessments, and on interview 
or test their oral and written 
capabilities can easily be 
determined. You would do your 
child no favours by telling lies 
about their work. 

WRITING a C.V. 

Encourage your child to write a 
curriculum vitae for themselves 
.E.g 

Dawn Smith, Address, Phone 
No. 

Yl1992 

1. Completed all set study in 
Maths, Geography, Science, 
Asian social studies. Economics 
& English. 

2. Undertook a part-time course 
in still life drawing at Burwood 




T.A.F.E 

3. Used the Phillips language course to 
study Japanese. 

4. Competed in local netball. 

5. Organised children’s church camp. 

6. Entered Sydney Morning Herald 
Essay competition. 

7. Worked pan time at MacDonalds. 

8. Attended aerobics classes. 

The most important thing to remember 
is that this document is being put 
together for other people to see. Try to 
make it neat and readable as well as a 
truthful representation of your child's 
homeschooling achievmcnts. 



OTHER READING 

THE QUESTION IS 
COLLEGE > Herbert 
Kohl: Random House. 

A brilliant, easy to read & 
wise look at employment 
and career options aimed at 
high school students 
suitable for all* 

WHO DOES WHAT 
WHEN? Kate Kerman: 
Holt Assoc*Curriculum 
planning & record keeping 
in the Homeschool. 
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Play is real learning by Jo- Anne Beirne 




A homeschooling mother of my 
acquaintance recently expressed her 
concern that her child of 8+ yrs 
wishes to play all day. Her main 
question was: When will this child 
have enough of playing and start 
learning something? 

We all have our own ideas of what 
the home education of our children 
will be like. However, for many of 
JUS ideas about education arc 
weighed down by our jx^rsonal 
perceptions of the learning we 
experienced ourselves in schools. 
This type of learning tended to 
revolve around desks, workbooks, 
assignments, pencils, paper and 
teachers (with varying degrees of 
exasperation, enthusiasm & 
intensity) who delivered their views 
on what we should know, when and 
why. We would do well to remind 
ourselves that this model is not the 
only learning model. Then perhaps 
we can begin to explore other ways 
of “getting** an education/lcaming. 



For instance each family and child 
has unique ways of responding to 
the same learning sihiation. Two 
families of my acquaintance were 
recently sharing some time when a 
book loved by all was chanced 
upon, the children of one family 
were all desperate to take turns 
reading aloud this much loved tale, 
the other children of the same age 
and devotion to the story were intent 
upon listening to the story rather 
than reading it out loud. The second 
group of children wanted to sit 
pencil in hand drawing the images 
that the book brought to mind. It has 
been my observation that in school 
instead of respecting these 
individual preferences, the children 
would have been encouraged to 
“do** the opposite i.e. the non- 
readers read and the readers draw in 
the perverse belief that everybody 
should be a little good at everything. 

Theoretically, we can be very 
committed to the idea that 



homeschooling is about freedom 
without licence; learning through 
experience; facilitating the learner 
so that they help themselves to learn 
and trusting childrens* natural 
instincts to learn, but the reality can 
be quite different because of our 
personal experiences of school over 
a 10 to 12 year period. 

One of the ideas of education that 1 
would like to challenge is that 
‘playing* is not REAL education. 
Respected researchers and keen 
observers strongly support tlte idea 
that playing is real, efficient, 
positive and intense learning. 

IS PLAY REAL WORK? 

Nancy Wallace is an experienced 
home educator who says in her new 
book Child*s Work that what we 
would call playing (i.c with a range 
of “toys** e.g. blocks, words, dollS; 
cars, art doodles, concepts, even 
music) is basically a child*s work 
and should be acknowledged as 
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such. Like so many others before her the close 
observation of her own children over a long period 
of time (they are now 16 & 12) has shown that 
things she never even conceived of as the building 
blocks of learning were actually innovative, 
creative problem solving and efficient life 
preparing research. 

Closely observe your own children and you will 
sec they ask apfHopriate questions, organise 
complex information and test theories 
continuously through their play - much like real 
scientists. Nancy Wallace quotes Bruno 
Bettleheim, a renowned researcher of children’s 
play,- ‘‘"Besides being a means of coping with past 
and present concerns, play is the child’s most 
useful tool for preparing himself for the future and 

its tasks A child at play begins to realise that he 

need not give up in despair if a block doesn’t 
balance neatly on another block the first lime 
around. Fascinated by the challenge of building a 
lower, he gradually learns that even if he doesn’t 
succeed immediately, success can be his if he 
perseveres. He learns not to give up at the first sign 
of failure, or at the fifth or tenth, and not to turn in 
dismay to something less difficult but to try, try 
again.” (Atlantic Monthly, March 1987- quoted 
from Wallace: Child’s Work^ 

SCHOOLS & PLAYING 

The idea of children wishing to be continually 
playing is not exclusively a homeschooling 
problem, contrary to what we might think. In fact, 
many of the children who arc required to stay in 
schools (by parents and the compulsory attendance 
law) still manage to use the less than conducive 
school environment to play a great deal of the 
time. Not play that they would otherwise choose of 
course, but still interesting and often entertaining 
varieties including manipulative and disruptive 
play e.g the class clowns, jokers and day dreamers. 




We should never be concerned about the play our children 
pursue as in every case it is a stepping stone to more 
knowledge, deeper understandings of oneself, one’s family, 
community and the functioning of the world. Children have 
a great need to extend knowledge and experience 
boundaries of their own, and the adult world, through safe, 
personally limited imaginative play and even in school they 
actively and passively seek out ways to fill these needs. 

In the classroom meeting the ‘play’ needs of individual kids 
would of course create havoc, in the homeschool it can be 
simply allowed to pursue its natural course. If you are really 
interested I suggest you undertake to record some of your 
children’s play, in an unobtrusive manner. It will provide an 
amazing insight into the depth & breadth of learning that is 
being developed while children are “playing”. 



The activities these children involve themselves in 
could reasonably be called “play”, yet because it 
is within the “structure” of the classroom where it 
is presumed that those who attend are “learning” 
we tend to accept this play as legitimate. In ilie 
homeschool the play might lake the form of 
endless dams and mud villages, doodles of make 
believe theatre productions or doll play, yet it is no 
i ss legitimate because it is self-initiated and 
directed, follows a logical sequence and will reach 
a satisfactory conclusion in the mind of the child. 



Some of my own records show the usage of quite 
uncommon ‘new’ words, thoughts, ideas and information in 
a testing sense e.g letting the play characters use the 
unfamiliar language, innovative questions. Play often 
involves detailed problem solving, very intricate work, 
patience, incredible persistence and follow through on 
tasks, enabling investigation and finally consolidation of 
aew information. 

It is perhaps fortunate for children that the learning and 
enjoyment benefits of play are so hard to evaluate arxl 
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measure and unfortunate for adults 
because, for this lack of an 
empirical assessment, we tend to 
value play so lightly . 



PLAY OR WORK? 

Research shows us that play is the 
precursor of other learning, it 
teaches us the first steps of what we 
later call the scientific method - 
investigation, testing, 
hypothesising, proving (if I throw 
the biscuit will it fly like a bird or 
fall like a stone?). Children are 
basically researching their tJieorics 
about actions & reactions (plastic 
mugs don’t break but “wow, mum’s 
not keen on me throwing glass!’’). 
From lots of experiences they reach 
what they feel arc reasonable 
conclusions, that take them ever 
further along the path of knowledge 
and understanding. Why should this 
extremely effective method o^ 
learning that children have 
employed to teach themselves their 
language & all about the world 
around them suddenly become 
redundant at age 5? It seems entirely 
ridiculous that it docs.. 

Ihere must be individual needs and 
desires for play. Some really 
creative people probably have a 
very great need for more playing 
time than others of us. Perhaps it 
could be said that someone like 
Edison played all his life !! After all 
don’t many people make their living 
playing? Architects with shapes, 
fashion designers with fabric, 
mathematicians with figures, sports 
people witfi bats and balls. Of 
course, they cail it “work” 
distinguishing it from“play” when 
tlic distinction is really a matter of 
societal acceptance. It seems to me 
that homeschooling children will 
greatly benefit from the opportunity 
to pursue their natural inclination to 
learn and work through play. 



LATERAL TfflNKING DEVELOPED 
THROUGH CREATIVE PLAY 

S.M~H.p.l6 October 8th 1991 COMING, READY OR NOT, WHEN 
SHOULD CHILDREN START SCHOOL ? 

Dr Simon Clarke, a consultant pediatrician at Westmead Hospital, 
who deals with behavioural and learning problems, believes that 
parents who send their children to school as early as possible are 
being driven by their own ego rather than concern for their children's 
welfare. "We should be a more mature society which protects our 
young rather than kicking them out of the nest too soon," said Dr 
Clarice. "Parents want to say their children are doing well even though 
they are very young. But doing well’ is an adult judgement" 
"Children actually develop their confidence and ability for lateral 
thinking through creative play. They will never devclc^ their full 
potential if they spend their school lives simply struggling to keep up 
with their school peers." 
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Taking a child out of school 

Setting up your 



BOTH PARTIES MUST AGREE 

Past experience has shown that it is 
very important that both the parent and 
child arc keen on the idea of 
homeschooling. It is extremely hard to 
home educate a child who wants to be in 
school. It docs not matter how strong 
and determined the parent, it ends up 
being a very unhappy situation. 

In America where parents have often 
written about the experience of taking 
their children out of school in G.W.S.. 
Home Education Magazine etc., there is 
consensus that it may take a child a good 
while to settle down to homeschooling 
(in fact even as many years as s/he has 
been in the school system). The feeling 
is that the education children receive in 
school is conducted in a specific 
manner, with special criteria and 
expectations based around an 
authoritative, competitvc, and non- 
interactive, tabula rasa approach where 
activitics/lcaming are mostly dished out 
rather than self motivated. 



YOUR ROLE 

Mothers may not want to take on this 
“school-type role” in the homeschool 
and in this case the children can find the 
independence, need to be self- 
motivated and the freedom quite 
daunting. Indeed, they may have the 
misconception that they are 
nofleaining’ anything unless they are 
filling in worksheets, writing spelling 
lists etc. They may also have a deep- 
seated (though umeal) fear of falling 
behind their school peers. For example 
homeschooled children are often asked 
by schooled children “But how do you 
learn anything at home, won’t you be a 
dummy?” - because school children 
(and often society in general) assumes 
that education only happens in the 
building marked “school”. Thus 
homeschooling for the previously 
schooled child can be a frustrating and 
scary experience that requires a lot of 
trust on their part. It is a phenomenon 
that must be adjusted to slowly and 
accommodated broadly, as the uncase 
can show up in many ways. 



PATH ONE 

To some people home education is 
’school at home* and to undertake that 
path they usually consult and use 
standard school textbooks and methods. 
Resources to facilitate 'school at home* 
are plentiful.The family is usually able 
to access the books their child was using 
at school, can and will obtain advice 
from teachers and will be able to attend 
to the texts and subject topics in the 
order and at the pace they find most 
suitable for the homeschool teacher and 
child. There are set curricula available 
to pursue this approach. In this manner 
the parent can confidently feel that the 
child is progressing, often in leaps and 
bounds because of the one to one 
attention they are receiving. 

PATH TWO 

Some people who decide to home 
educate don’t want homeschooling to be 
‘school* at home. They do not wish to 
follow timetables, set or complete 
worksheets and exercises, tick, cross, or 
have their children sit at desks for any 
period of time. In thL case I advise 
parents to give deep thought to exactly 
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' hat path of education they wish their 
child to explore. I feel that consultation 
with the child who is able and aware of 
their learning needs is a really important 
starting point 

Some of the reasons that parents remove 
children from schools include 
inadequate teaching, bad facilities, large 
class sizes, discrimination, slow or 
negative educational progress, unfair 
and bad behaviour, unhappiness, the 
peer group , etc. Whatever the reasons 
for the withdrawal of your child from 
school ,your home education 
programme can be a new beginning for 
you and your child redressing the 
perceived wrongs of the past and 
forming the hop>eful basis of your new 
learning journey. 

PHILOSOPHY 

An important first step is to think about, 
and write down, in a simple meaningful 
way all the educational, spiritual, social, 
moral, emotional and otlier reasons why 
you wi.sh to homeschool.. 

You should use your philosophy as a 
focus for your homeschooling and will 
help you set up a curriculum that really 
works for you. When you have decided 
that you want your child’s education to 
be more/lcss God centred, more/less 
child centred; morc/less peer 
dominated; more/less practical skills 
based; concentrate more/less on the 
basics; allow morc/lcss time for 
freedom; move forward faster or 
approach things at a more leisurely 
pace; be more/lcss artistic, and 
morc/lcss musical then you will have a 
much better idea of how to facilitate 
these decisions. 

PLANNING 

Consider the main subject areas and 
decide where you want to go in each of 
those areas. There is no formula for 
homeschooling it is a very personal 
matter and as such you alone can decide 
what is best for you and your family. 
(Obviously you can and should consult 
texts, helpful friends, etc - but the 
decisions are ultimately your own). No 
committed and caring homeschool 
parent should feel or be made to feel that 
they are being forced to do anything 



with which they are unhappy. 

The amount of preparation and 
paperwork you will have to 
compile will be determined by a 
combination of many different 
factors including possibly the age 
of the child and yoiir own 
inclinations to paperwork. 

It is worth mentioning here that the 
paperwork seems overwhelming 
when it has never been done before 
but need not be so. Consultation 
with other homeschoolers and 
support groups will really help you 
deal with the ’necessities’ and 
eliminate the ’extras’. 
Programming & paperwork seem 
to become much less relevant the 
more experienced you become, 
because you are interracting with 
only a few children on a very close 
level and you are also observing all 
the learning that they are doing out 
of “school” hours so you become 
very aware of where they are 
“now” and where they want/will be 
going next. 

WHAT TO TEACH 

Your decision on “what to teach’’ 
should reflect a combination of 

1 . What you feel is essential that 
the child know, (either intuitively, 
idealistically, based on some set 
model or as recommended by a 
government body- these goals 
aren’t always mutually exclusive), 

2. What either or both of you want 
to pursue and some space for the 
interest led learning that will be 
generated by the mere fact that you 
are now active learners intimately 
involved in the ebb and flow of the 
learning process. 

The following is only a sample 
NOT the answer. You must find 
your own answers !! 
YR3TERM1 
English: 

My child will read to me daily 
from a book of their own choice 
and I will be reading the ’Little 
House on the Prairie’ series to him 
over the next term. We will be 



exploring the Hilaire Belloc poems in the 
book ’Cautionary Tales’ . [Includes oral 
language development, comprehension, 
reading, writing, drawing, integration with 
social studies] We will discuss all work as 
necessary and follow up any topics that come 
to our attention, or need to be explained as a 
result of our reading. We will use our own and 
library books for research and reference. We 
will be using the A.B.C, programme B.T.N. 
as appropriate. 

My child docs not like to hand write or 
compose stories at the moment so we will 
concentrate on the development and 
importance of oral language and writing will 
be kept to a minimum. However, as writing is 
a practical and useful skill we will approach 
writing in the following forms: word puzzles; 
shopping and other lists; recipe writing; 
thank-you notes; penfriends; birthday & other 
cards. Spelling and punctuation will be part 
of our ongoing reading commitment and 
covered in conjunction with all other 
subjects. Mention should also be made of 
audio, video, written, library and people 
resources that you plan to use. 

Another example: YR 6 TERM 1 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

My child has a great interest in her immediate 
community as well as in the world and we 
plan to use our social studies topics as the 
basis for our English programme 
(incl. reading, writing, handwriting, listening, 
speaking, research skills etc.) 

The three definite topics we intend to cover 
are ~ 
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1. Our Local Area. - To understand the 
historical & geographical reasons for 
development of our area, to find out 
about our local govenunent, to increase 
our knowledge of local resources, to 
consider the options for the future in the 
development of our district. 

2. Vikings - to develop an awareness of 
an ancient culture, to consider the 
Vikings' effect on international history 
and language, to expand our 
geographical knowledge. 

3. Australian explorers- to study the 
social, political and historical reasons 
for their exploration, to understand and 
investigate our cultural heritage, to learn 
more about the history and geography of 
our country. 

Of course, the language component 
could include activities such as 
preparing a talk on the Vikings and 
Vinland, visiting the Mitchell library to 
read the Blaxland, Wentworth & 

Lawson diaries, talking to people at the 
local council and historical society. 
Investigating, listening, planning, 
questioning, recounting, explaining, 
describing, exploring issues. These are 
all the things that we Homeschoolers do 
every day - but they sound so much 
better when written this way ! 

HOW TO START ? 

Try to choose topics that you and your 
child really WANT to know about. If 
interest level is high neither children nor 
adults have to be motivated or bribed to 
learn. For instance, if you really want to 
Icam calligraphy,typing, geology you 
will be anxious to attend the classes, 
practise and succeed. Every subject and 
topic is a jumping off point for 
somewhere else! For instance a 
mathematical child who hates to read 
may well be interested in you reading 
problems from the books Amazing 
Mazes (R. Hcimann) Allas Explorer & 

with them. In fact, they may then decide 
to sit down and read these books 
themselves at a later date, but then again 
they may not (this is not a problem and 
will be covered in another issue). An 
interest in model aeroplanes can lead to 
the history of air flight, biographies of 
famous designers, maths and physics. 



METHODS 

(alProlects, reading, writing & 
bookwork, 

A schooled child will be very used to 
sitting at desks and being given work to 
do and unless the child has been 
specifically rebelling against that type 
of teaching and learning you will 
probably find that you will do a certain 
amount of this sort of teaching. This is 
possibly because we parents have rarely 
been privileged to see how real learning 
and gifted teachers work. In this model 
the motivation and understanding of the 
learner is trusted^ i.e no one checks to 
see if you know the information - the 
learning is the learners delight and own 
responsibility. 

Try to make sure that your learning has 
a purpose. Doing schoolwork merely to 
accumulate pieces of paper to “show 
inspectors” is a sad and unnecessary 
way to homeschool. If you are studying 
ancient cultures you should set yourself 
the task of finding out exactly whal you 
want to know about them, not what you 
think some authority thinks you should 
know. Find solutions to questions, don't 
just make a pretty or arty collection of 
information e.g. If you are interested in 
the Aztecs you may choose to consider 
their connection to chocolate, their 
amazing ceremonial clothes or their 
preoccupation with gold, instead of the 
normal questions such as where did the 
Aztecs live? etc. Who is to say that 
personally interesting questions are not 
just as likely to inspire new learning? 

Time is not so much of the essence 
when homeschooling so it is easy to 
drag subjects on and on losing interest 
in the research and ultimately letting 
boredom set in, when really the learning 
should be a voyage of discovery. So try 
to remember that it is noi always a 
matter of fmishing the project but very 
important to enjoy the learning. 

(c) Try the experiential /practical 
approac h 

Everyone learns best by doing. From 
drawing and experimenting to making 
masic. A child who has been burnt out 
by school may need (or really want) to 
deal with their learning on a very 
practical level.. They may want to cook. 



or do tapestries or dig in the garden or 
play music or learn to weave and spin. 
They may be happy to spend hours 
building model cars or painting or 
playing lego and dolls. The satisfaction 
of working with one's hands C4m be very 
healing and a positive introduction to a 
multitude of other life/leaming skills. 

(d) Out and About 

Many children who have been in school 
can really benefit from seeing “who, 
does what, where?”, actiuilly getting 
into the learning market place to see 
why all this education business is so 
important \^sits to building sites, 
museums, theatres , parks, workshops, 
the zoo etc. inject reality, enthusiasm 
and energy into learning. Being inspired 
by an exhibition of old furniture at the 
museum can result in a flurry of activity 
from constructing a chair from dead 
gum branches, exploration of tools and 
how to use them, visits to antique & 
furniture shops, intense observation of 
fumiiure styles, 17th & 1 8th century 
history and art, discussion, drawing etc. 
The ‘hands-on’ or ‘eyes- on’ approach 
does not have to result in a massive 
interest or undertaking. The 
commitment in time may be as small as 
the child’s interest level desires, but it is 
still a powerful way to initiate a love of 
learning. 

We must try to remember that real 
learning is not the end result of being 
MADE to study something that 
someone has set for us ( How much 
history or calculus do you remember?) 
but mastering and pursuing to a logical 
conclusion those things we want to learn 
ourselves. 



OTHER READING 
G.W.S Holt Associates 2269 
Mass, ave. Cambridge 02140 
Home Education Magazine 
HomeEduc. WA 98855 
HOMESCHOOL BURNOUT- 
Dr.R&DMoorcWA 
HOW CHILDREN LEARN. 
LEARNING ALL THE 
TIME.WHY CHILDREN FAIL 
John Holt- Penguin Prcss-& 
AddiM>n Wesley N.Y.) 
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A little about the homeschoolers I know: 

1 . We spring from all manner of backgrounds. 

2. We range the full-gamut of socioeconomic groups. 

3. We are of many varied religions and beliefs. 

4. We hold true to many different philosophies of education. 

5. We homeschool in a myriad of different ways. 

6. We honoeschool for many different reasons. 

However, despite our differences, we are caring parents committed to the spiritual, 
educational, moral, psychological, physical and social welfare of our children. 

^ > 





EDITORIAL 

by Jo- Anne Beime 



This issue of ihe AHJ is dominated by 
legislative concerns in Vic, W.A. & Queensland. 
While some of you may consider these issues a 
liulc boring, I feel tftat it is very important to 
have a regular, wriuen record of political and 
admin Lstraiive changes in each state of 
Australia. Despite the fact that education 
administration was given to the states as 
individuals at Federation, we arc all citizens of 
the same country and erosion of the rights of any 
one group of people/ homeschoolers affects us 
all. Also knowledge of all laws allows freedom 
of movement between states. 

I am also a strong believer in not 
reinventing the wheel. So while each state has its 
own peculiarities which require the specific 
attention and advice of local support groups 
there are broader political issues that apply to all 
of us throughout the country. It is a shame to 
have to ferret out this information over and over 
again for ourselves. All of us need to know how 
to lobby politicians to protect our interests in 
many fields, as well as education. It seems to me 



this form of political self-education is the sort of thing that > 
homeschoolers undertake in so many other fields every day of 
their homeschooling careers. 

So for what good it docs I have tried to iiKorporaie 
some of what we learned in the process of changing the N.S.W 
legislation and Departmental attitudes in a piece called An 
overview -Victorian legislation. Perhaps when you read this 
piece you will incorporate a .small piece of the information 
gained into your own thoughts so that, if or when, a battle over 
legislation arises again or in your state you will be better 
prepared to fight the good and efficient fight. I have received a 
good deal of positive feedback on the piece so I hope a little step 
has been taken . Also there is much reason to be hopeful in 
Victoria as Don Haywood, the Shadow Minister for Fxlucauon 
has promised to dc his utmost to defeat the legislation (in the 
Upper House the Liberals have a majority and this should easily 
be achieved) and maintain the slaus <\uo should he get into 
power at the next election. Most people will be aware that W.A. 
and Victoria face elections inside the next twelve months and 
Queensland not long after that. Happy homeschooling ! 




THE VICTORIAN 
LEGISLATION - 

An Overview by Jo-Anne Beime 

The Victorian parliament presently has before it a bill 
called the Education (Out of School Education) Act 
1991. This Act aims to amend the Education Act of 
1958. 

it is the feeling of a broad range of 
homeschoolers that all Victorian families should protest 
against the proposed Legislation changes in the strongest 
possible terms to their local member whether s/he be 
Liberal or Labor. The beauty of Uic 1958 Act was that 
families were not required to be registered but rather, if 
challenged, they were required to prove in a court of law 
that they were providing regular and efficient education 
for their children - an easy thing to prove for a competent 
and committed homeschooling parent. 

It has been widely slated that the propo.scd 
Victorian legislation is based on the draconian 
legislation passed by the then Labor government in 
N.S.W in March 1987 (and since March 1990 no longer 



in existence). This of course is possible, though not very 
likely, as in reality inter-state contact between education 
departments is almost nil even in the areas of 
prosecution and the sharing of information, resources 
and materials. People shouldn't forget that despite the 
geographical closeness of the 8 Australian states and 
territories we all have different education legislation, 
standards and qualifying exams and can agree on hardly 
anything at a national level. Education in Australia is 
highly politicised and even the application of 
expenditure is very much dependent on State by State 
political, educational philosophies. 

At a Federal and Slate level the Labor Parly is 
known to have a bias against the option of 
homeschooling except under special circumstances. 
John Hewson has recently affirmed the Liberal Party’s 
support for homeschooling ‘‘under reasonable 
conditions”. The Democrat party is supportive of 
homeschooling. (An ex Federal Democrat Michael 
Macklin wrote a book titled ‘When Schools arc Gone'.^ 

CONSPIRACY 

Homeschoolers arc also, sometimes legitimately, 
concerned about political, bureaucratic and even intcr- 
homcschooling conspiracy theories. The idea that “they 
are out to get us” is shared by Christians and alternative 



AUSTRALIAN HOMESCHOOL JOURNAL * JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1992 



3 



lifesiylers, with some Quistian groups even postulating 
that others have “done deals” with the government to 
enable the passing of bad legislation. I do not believe this 
to be the case and it is my belief that a commitment to 
truth should not be lost just because there is legislation to 
be fought as it wastes too much precious time. 

Perhaps because we were all brought up to be a 
liuJe frightened of authority in general and because we 
tend to have little to do with them in general we can get 
concerned that “they are against us”. But looking at it 
from the other side, to your average administrator, home 
educators do “look” and “sound” different It is pretty 
weird, the department could well contend, to be part of a 
tiny percentage of the population and educate your kids 
yourself when there are perfectly good free schools just 
waiting to be used. One administrator I dealt with was 
surprised when I turned up to a meeting in a dress instead 
of looking like a hippie, another fell sure I kept my kids 
locked up, away from the real world. In fact it is perhaps 
a liule like the way we look at Muslims or bikies or even 
both ends of the homeschooling spectrum (Grcenics & 
fundamentalist Christians) with suspicion bred of a lack 
of knowledge and understanding. 

When we first had the change of legislation 
problem in N.S.W. I subscribed to the ‘conspiracy’ 
theory i.e. that the politicians and Education Depaitment 
were out to get us because we are different. Interestingly 
enough time has shown that bureaucrats who may hale 
you under a Labor government can be very reasonable 
and tolerant under a Liberal government. (Political 
policy determines bureaucratic behaviour). Over time I 
started to become a little informed about the legislative 
and political process and I found out that the removal of 
the right to attend a court of Law to have a decision 
arbitrated (rather than just by the Minister as this Educ. 
Act proposes) has been removed regularly in legislation 
(not just Education) in all slates of Australia over the 
past ten years and it is a continuing trend. AcluaHy a 
conspiracy against the population in general rather than 
one group of people in particular. 

So, while acknowledging the possibility, we 
ought not waste too much time on conspiracy theories, 
but rather emphasise the POLITICAL side of the 
problem. Bureaucrats have their jobs for life, politicians 
on the other hand must be responsive to the mood of the 
electorate and they are in charge of moderating and 
controlling tlie bureaucrats. Politicians are the set of 
people who can put this legislation in the trash where it 
belongs and they will do that if they are well enough 
motivated to do so. 

REACTING 

Alter six years of interaction with the 
Education bureaucracy (in N.S.W mainly but also in 
W.A. and Qld) and the way they think and function I 
would like to propose an alternative theory - which is 



that in general and when convinced administrators are 
open to significant change and do see the benefits of 
homeschooling. However, initially they tend to act 
‘reactively* like administrators (and many others in the 
population) everywhere. It seems to me that when we 
have a perceived problem in our society to-day we often 
don’t deal with the basic cause of the problem but rather 
throw a ‘rule/piece of legislation’ at it e.g increased 
deaths on the roads - wear seatbelts, use speed cameras; 
smddng causes cancer - ban sales to 18 year olds, pul a 
warning on the packet etc. Being ‘reactive* like this has 
had some very successful results but it tends to make the 
bureaucrats (and us) do the same with every thing e.g. a 
child drowns or dies while riding a pushbike - the media 
cries why don’t they leach these things in school? 

After discussion with many people on the issue, 
it is my feeling that the Victorian Education department 
bureaucrats could have become reactive about 
homeschooling for at least some of the following 
reasons: 

1. A perceived ongoing problem with a religious group 
called the Children of God. 

2. A significant truancy problem, with no effective 
legislative muscle to solve it, as they see it 

3. The loss of a couple of court cases and actions before 
the Equal Opportunity Commissioner and the Croydon 
Baptist Academy case that was so well won in 1991. 

We would all agree that it is an appalling 
comment on our democracy that as a reaction to losses in 
court the bureaucracy spurs the government to go out 
and change the legislation to ensure they win next time. 
But it is typical in all states, for all panics and for all 
types of legislation, and in the main people affected by 
such changes rarely even know it is happening because 
they are just so busy running their own lives. 

USING THE BIG GUN 

Rather than attempt some negotiation situation 
the education department officials figure they can solve 
all the problems with the really big gun - legislation. You 
see, they have long memories and they don’t like to be 
made to look foolish either through not being able to 
adequately prosecute the ‘wrong- doers’ (as they sec 
them) or, in the media (truancy) or in the courts. So after 
some frustrations comes the time when the department 
people write down their lists of changes, to shore up all 
the perceived holes in the present legislation (as they see 
it) and after meetings with the Minister, much work and 
many inter-deparunental drafts they have their new set 
of invincible rules, written up by the Parliamentary 
Draftsman, and presented to Parham ml by the Minister. 
In the normal situation the Bill is retd, debated, 
amended, voted on and becomes an Act. 
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CONSULTATION 

There is an important lesson to be learned here 

i.e. that the homeschoolers who are prepared to stand up 
and be counted in a public sense should always have a 
person/committee that maintains constant contact with 
the Education Department and the Minister’s office so 
that neither legislation nor guidelines can be changed 
without input from homeschoolers. In W.A. and N.S.W., 
for example, the law requires that special interest groups 
be consulted beforoany changes are made to an Act 
This is of course not always possible for those people 
who believe that God is their authority for 
homeschooling and will not integrate with authorities. 
While I fully support this view of homeschooling, it can 
tend to leave you somewhat voiceless when change is 
about to happen and awfully busy after it does. 

OBJECTIONS TO THE BILL 

1 .The removal of the right to access to a court 
of Law to prove regular and efficient instruction and the 
implication that home educators must have a certificate 
under section 53F. 

2. The powers that the department has assumed 
for summoning officers relating to actions towards and 
proceedings against any person without a certificate 
under 53D (2) (c)& 53E (2) (a), (b) & (4). 

3. For those with no objection to certification 
the objectionable sections are 53 H (b), 53 I, 53J & 53 K. 

POLITICS 

You may be aware that the way our 
govemment/paity system works in Australia is on the 
consensus approach so it doesn’t really matter if your 
L.abor member knows you hale the legislation (though 
do please tell her/him) because they have to vote on 
party lines. In N.S.W we even had a Labor Minister who 
had been homeschooled himself and he had to stand up 
and repudiate all the good things that the 
Libcral/National party and Independent members said 
about Home Education. On the other hand the 
Liberal/National and Independent members, if well 
informed, can do many things (going from our 
experience) including: 

1 . Tltey can really slow up the passing of the 
Bill, allowing time for you to gel more people to lobby 
against it 

2. They can propose amendments and have the 
legislation changed. 

3. They can ask for it to be sent to committee, 
which creates more public discussion. 

4. As they have the numbers in the Upper 
House(Ixgislative Council) they can of course stymie 
the bill altogether, if they want 

The politicians. Labor, Liberal and Democrat 
can be useful not only because they are responsive to the 



electorate, espxxially when there is a politically volatile 
situation as in Victoria, but also because if the fight is 
well coordinated their parliamentary researchers can 
keep a unified home education lobby group informed at 
every stage. Support group leaders shouldn’t hesitate to 
ring them - you pay enough to have them serve you. But, 
try always to be logical and rational and easy to deal 
with. Remember that while the Education Minister may 
be presenting the Bill it was written by the bureaucrats 
who saw some loopholes they wanted to clean up. 1 
Legislation isn’t always the Minister’s baby s/he is just 
often left holding the dirty nappy. 

BAD AND GOOD LEGISLATION 

It could easily be argued that presently Victoria 
and the A.C.T have the best education legislation in 
Australia- in that parents have only to prove regular and 
efficient instruction before a court of law and are not 
subject to any other requirements. 

It has been said on the other hand that N.S.W 
has one of the worst Education Acts where the following 
requirements exist 

1. Registration with specific requirements under the 
Minister OR 

2. Certification under a Conscientious Objection option 
with specific requirements OR 

3. Use of the A.C.E program (some A.C. E families do 
neither of 1 or 2). 

However under the “bad” N.S.W. Education 
Reform Act 1990, there has been a large increase in (a) 
registration applications (from 183 to about 450 in 
1991), (b) conscientious objection applications and (c) 
families using the A.C.E program. Why? Because 
despite the major flaw, of remr val of access to a court of 
law, (which will always be lobbied against as 
unacceptable)there have bc< i major changes in the 
perception of homeschoolers as people and educators. 

Homeschoolers had to take such a large part in 
lobbying against the legislation that the authorities came 
to know that we were competent, committed, caring 
parents who only wanted the very best for our children. 
They know us and even admire us. As a result the range 
of acceptable (to Education /Board of Studies officials) 
programs has increased enormously (from Bob Jones 
and A.C.E to “unschooling” or Steiner based programs). 
Also the range of acceptable methods and evaluations 
(from very structured to very unstructured) has 
broadened. Almost without exception there is tolerance, 
good will, recognition of the rights of parents and great 
homeschooling. 

MANDATORY REGISTRATION / 
CERTIFICATION CAN WORK WELL 
Regisuation works in N.S.W because the Act is well 
implemented under the Board of Studies , a body 
independent from the Education Department and 
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responsible to the Minister. The Board and the Minister 
consult with and listen to homeschoolers on a regular 
basis and homeschoolers are usually given a two year 
registration. Board inspectors are responsive to parent 
needs giving educational advice and resource 
information and/or acting in a supportive and advisory 
role. If we are unhappy with anything, there is a friendly 
and reasonable interacbon at this level, then there is the 
further option of the Appeals Tribunal and further than 
that to the Minister. In the 4004- registrations of 1991 
none went the appeals path, far less the prosecution path 
and a very diverse set of homeschoolers were seen. 

For some few politicians and bureaucrats the 
idea of registration or certification is one that fulfils their 
desire to have a ‘*book** to throw at those people that are 
educationally abusing their children. But we have found 
that for the great majority of administrators and 
homeschoolers registration works fairly and well. 

DON’T BE A VICTIM, BE AN ACTIVIST 
If the legislation in Victoria is passed as it is written in 
the Bill it could very well happen that nothing will 
change from the way it is now or that in fact it could get 
a lot better depending on the amount of time and energy 
people are prepared to put in with Education Department 
officials in the area of negotiation. If you believe in what 
you are doing from the type of learning achieved to the 
amount of paperwork maintained you must and can 
argue in its defence, and slay informed to support others 
to do the same. 

53F (2) (a) 

Many people have told me they are concerned with the 
replacement of the old definition of instruction as 
‘Tegular” and “efficient” with the wording in Division 
1 A 53F (2) (a) 'Uhe instruction the child will receive is 
comprehensive and balanced and in the subjects which 
children of comparable age. ability and maturity would 
ordinarily undertake in a state school: 

What docs regular mean? Usually it means that 
the child is educated on every day that school is in. 

What docs efficient mean? Usually that the 
child is receiving instruction in all subjects as his 
schooled compatriots and that there is no emphasis on 
one particular subject to the detriment of the others. 

What docs comprehensive mean? Large in 
scope and broadin content. 

What docs b alanced mean? To bc in proportion. 

All of these definitions are open to 
interpretation and by Law are not allowed to bc applied 
in a way so as to deny a citizen natural justice. Why 
define instructions at all ? Education is very important to 
our society and an enomrous number of ac4Klemics spend 
a huge amount of time weighing up what is important to 
know, when and why for children. Whether they are 



exactly correct is debatable. Nonetheless society supports 
their decisions and implements them in schools. Because 
so much money, time and expertise is devoted to 
education theory and practice, administrators feel that 
they have basic standards that work and should be 
generally acceptable to all, including homeschoolers. 53F 
(2) (a) is a very open-minded attempt to define in one 
sentence these well -researched “ideals”. 

It seems to me that all homeschoolers provide an 
education for their children that can easily bc defined by 
this sentence and that the wording is well thought out in 
that it allows for comparison with children of 
COMPARABLE age, ability and maturity. This allows 
for children with special learning needs whether they be 
bright or devclopmcnially delayed and while it is specific 
re the learning of “school” subjects it makes no comment 
as to the content, scope or sequence within the broad 
subject headings. 

Home educators want the vcr>' best for their 
children in all areas and they provide their children with a 
learning environment that is much more broad and 
comprehensive than is ever possible in schools and very 
well balanced, e.g. there is no way that a family would 
spend a huge propn^rtion of their time on just Maths, 
science or mai:ramc etc. What education authorities lend 
to forget is that as homeschoolers we donT leach our 
children well because of rules and regulations and 
equivalency to ihcsr school compatriots, we leach them 
because we love, care and want the best for them - in fact 
a comprehensive and balanced education superior to that 
received in any school. 

531, 53J & 53K 

For homeschoolers who have always accepted 
certification, even though it wasn’t actually required, 
sections 531, 53J 53K should cause a great deal of 

concern and b: objected to in the suongcsl possible terms. 
In 531 (a) and (c) ihc powers given to the Chief General 
Manager’s representatives arc equivalent to those in a 
police state. While they might not bc used in an appalling 
manner they have the potential to bc misused by zealous 
officials who arc philosophically opposed to 
homeschooling. 

53K states that Chief General Manager may 
cancel the Certificate **The terms and conditions of the 
certificate have not been complied with'* or **any lawful 
direction of his or her representative have not been 
complied with'* obviously there arc checks and balances 
in the Appeals process under the Act and possibly under 
the Equal Opportunities legislation and we must assume 
that justice will bc done because obviously biased 
officials would constantly be before the Appeals process. 
Nonetheless your elected representatives should easily 
understand a natural fear (especially if you put them in 
your place) that this type of discriminatory regulation 
should not bc in existence at all. 1 very much doubt that 
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schools can be treated in such a way and therefore why 
should homeschoolers have more stringent rules applied 
to them than institutions answerable to the public and 
funded from the public purse? 

WORST CASE SCENARIOS 

I have always been strongly critical of those 
people who put forward the possible sexual, social or 
educational abuse of homeschooled children as the 
reason for the policing of homeschooling. Obviously 
abuse does not only happen between 9 and 3 and indeed 
happens in schools anyway. It is my strong belief that 
homeschooling, or in fact schools (with a 16% 
functional illiteracy rate they would be in BIG trouble), 
should never be judged on a worst case scenario basis. 

That being said, I do believe the state (we, the 
citizens) has a legitimate right to demand that children 
be educated. There is an enormous long term social and 
economic cost of an uneducated population that cannot 
be underestimated. So while I whole heartedly respect 
and support the democratic rights of all those people 
who feel that the stale has no concern with the education 
of their children, I do strongly sympathise with the stale 
in terms of required access to a guaranteed education for 
all children. Obviously, the education aspect is well 
covered when parents use high-quality educational 
curricula. 

While you and I see heaps of normal, 
responsible, caring, intelligent homeschool parents; 
education inspectors and welfare officers sec some truly 
sad cases of neglect from people with severe psychiatric 
disturbances to others with severe drug problems who 
keep their children home and do not educate them. The 
fact is that because education administrators often do not 
interact with normal homeschoolers as regularly as the 
‘bad’ cases they tend to be specifically concerned about 
the plight of children at home that reflects those bad 
cases they have seen. Neither bureaucrats nor politicians 
will see the hundreds of committed parents giving high 
quality education to their precious children, unless we 
show them. 

GUIDELINES AND REGULATIONS 

Many people are of the impression that asking 
the Department of Education for guidelines on what they 
determine as the parameters of education is a good idea 
because it is then “easy” for a home.schooler to show that 
they arc doing a better job than the schools. This is NOT 
how guidelines work. Past experience in Qld, W.A. and 
N.S.W has shown that quite the opposite happens and in 
fact regulations/guidelines are used to “string-up” 
homeschoolers in avalanches of paperwork. 

“Court-happy” people may say that they want 
regulations so as U) prove that they arc being applied 
unequally in schools and homcschools to the Equal 
Opportunity Commissioner. However, not all 



homeschoolers have the time, energy or will to be under 
the threat of constant litigation. Many homeschoolers 
base their educational philosophy on the assumption that 
the way children are taught in schools is just not efficient 
or good for children and they don’t want any sort of 
regulations or rules that lay down a government’s “one 
right way” in any area of education, especially specific 
regulation.s governing goals, objectives, procedures or 
evaluations of homeschooling. 

FEDERAL PROTECTION 

One of the biggest problems some p)coplc see, with ‘The 
Out of School Certificate’, is that the Minister and 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal (section 53M of the 
Bill) have the final say. However, it is not widely known 
that an application may be made to the Supreme Court 
under the Administrative Decisions Judicial Review Act 
1988 which recognises that abuses of Ministerial power 
can occur and covers such things as “ ....a breach of 

natural justice and the taking of relevant... (or) 

irrelevant considerations into account in the exercise of a 
power...”. (Sccuon [13955] 5. (1) (a) - (i) and (2) (a) -(0- 

THE FIGHT MUST GO ON 
Of course if the legislation does gel through, the fight 
will not stop for some people. Some groups will fight 
one way (please see the next paragraph) and some 
people will want to set up an ongoing “talkfest/Iobby 
group” with the department to ensure that the regulations 
are applied in an even handed way that recognises the 
superior and diverse type of education that 
homeschoolers give their children. 

It is well known that the religious beliefs held 
by some homeschoolers preclude them from registering 
with the Slate for homeschooling. One of these groups is 
led by Frank Manett of Werribce. If this legislation does 
pass Frank intends to use a range of options including the 
Equal Opportunity legislation and even gaol to continue 
the fight. 

UNITY 

It seems to me that all homeschoolers of different 
philosophies, doctrines and beliefs should be able to 
support each other’s right to home educate because we 
all share a basic commitment to the importance of the 
family and personal freedom. It would be a sad situation 
indeed if people who choose one type of homeschooling 
educational option deny other people their choice of 
option. We need to fight as concerned individuals, 
members of support groups and as a movement 
reflecting a broad spectrum of society. 

THE IDEAL 

To have the Education (Out of School Education) Act 
1991 totally thrown out and to ensure dial powers for 
welfare officers remain under the Welfare Act . 
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A FALL BACK POSITION 
If the law is to be passed, in the short term, in some form, 
is there a part you can live with and what are the parts 
you cannot? Obviously this is going to be an individual 
choice. Some people, especially those who don't ever 
intend to register for religious reason^ will object mainly 
to 53D, E, G & 53 I while other parents may have more 
concerns with 53F, 531, 53J and 53K. Some families 
may be willing to accept 53F with a modified 53K, 
though with 531 and 53J totally removed. (These two 
sections are almost identical to the 1987 N.S.W 
legislation but were amended and thus removed from the 
1990 Education Reform Act) Support groups will have 
copies of exactly how they want the law to read. While 
the Liberal Party may approve of some form of 
certification and registration and vote with Labor on that 
issue they could, with their majority in the Upper House, 
easily amerxl or remove the unwanted sections, 

THE REALITIES 

1. Frank Marrctt says that part of the Education 
(Out of School Education) Act 1992 must be passed 
because it is the long term intention of the Education 
DepL to transfer truancy enforcement to themselves and 
this is part of what the Act does. However the wording of 
this Act obviously needs to be changed back to the 
unthreatening option that is presently part of the Welfare 
Act. So if this part of the legislation must go through it 
will require delicate aiKi persistent negotiation to get the 
relevant bits changed. Ideally all groups can mutually 
decide on an option with which they are happy and a 
short logical explanation of why to limit the effect of 
looking disorganised. 

2. The Liberal party has a majority in the Upper 
house and therefore the legislation cannot be passed if 
the Liberal party is totally convinced by your 
submissions- this is the challenge. It is Frank Marrctt’ s 
opinion however, that the Liberal party want a system of 
registration and they may well support this option and 
also that John Hewson’s ‘‘reasonable conditions” is the 
same as saying “registration”. N.S.W experience docs 
back this assessment up but the only true information is 
spoken by the person concerned. 

THE MEDIA 

All forms of the media can be powerful allies or deadly 
enemies. Anyone who is outspoken or seen as highly radical 
compared to the norm can be seen as fair game for a T.V. 
crucifixion. Obviously, homeschoolers can juslifably feel 
highly emotional and yet coldly rational on the issue of the 
change in legislation. But the Education Department officials, 
who will be consulted as the ‘experts* against you in any 
interview can look very reasonable if they say something like 
“If these families are leaching their children well, they have 
r >thing to fear from us.** “Compirehcnsivc and balanced 
ducation is the goal of schools, why shouldn*t homeschoolers 
\fC subject to the same rules as everyone else?*' “ The children 



of certified homeschoolers will never be regarded as truants 
and the section regarding summoning officers powers (53E) 
will never affect them”. Handle all with care. 

WHAT TO DO 

1 . Gel a copy of the proposed Bill and a copy of the objections 
from your local support group and read their informed, non 
emotional objections. As a result write your own comments 
and detailed objections to 

(1) the Education Minister Mr. Pullen 

(2) your local member 

(3) Don Haywood the Shadow Minister for Education. 

2. If possible make an appointment with your local member 
and go along and introduce yourself as a home educator in their 
area. In a non emotional way present your objections and ask 
them to take up the issue and keep you informed. 

3. Write letters as an individual but keep in contact with the 
support groups so you are aware of what is going on. Send 
them a self addressed stamped envelope for more information 
or start a phone tree, we all need each other. 

4. Try to encourage all homeschoolers to write and be heard, 
especially those who don’t usually write letters. 

5. Religious people will pray for strength & wisdom. 

6. Try to pul differences aside and support the right of all to 
home educate. 

7. Don’t give in or run out of energy, “one letter docs not a 
change make”, members of support groups have to realise that 
if you can hold the legislation up for a couple of months they 
have to be there over that period to gel a good result. 

8. Know your politicians well in both Houses, by sight as well. 
Some will be useless for your cause but the friendly ones 
should be rcsjxxtcd and used but still treated gently and not 
threatened. 

9. Whenever the legislation is being discussed have support 
group members in Parliament- it can^make a difference. (The 
N.S.W. bill was finally passed at 2 a.m.) 

10. If the law is passed you can still beat it at the next election 
especially if you have made the Liberals realise that it could be 
an election issue. 



SOME LEADERS OF SOME LOBBY GROUPS 

Alternative Education Resource Group (A.E.R,GJ 
Peter Petersen 059 665 210; Annette Benyman 03 
489 7530 ; Lindy Fergus 03 807 9122 
Sue Simpson 03 8897044 

Australian Christian Academy & Croydon Baptist 
Academy George Moran (03)725 1559 

Families Honouring Christ 

John Angelico 03 543 5237 Fax 03 544 2328. 

The Christian Family School Associatio n 
Frank Marretl 03 741 1490 (7 - 10 p.m). 

Yarra Valley Hm/schers Karen Williams 059 669063 
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QUEENSLAND 

legislation 

An Update by Jo-Anne Beirne 

^Swisfmofmymastrutn^UutrtothiMmsUrfo^ 
*EJucoi;imiHQid.Ast^Uaver^btipa^ lam 

not conunt to Ut (^parents 6t discrMnaui agamst in 
ihi area of iicmisc^ooGng^ 



LEGISLATION - Philosophically 

If legislative changes are required 
homeschoolers will be prepared to lobby for them. 
Obvioasly the main problem for us is that the present 
legislation, as it is being administered, is discriminatory 
and unworkable for many families. 

You are undoubtedly aware that Australia is a 
signatory to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
which says "Parents have a prior right to choose the 
kind of education that shall be given to their children." 
(Article 26 (3)). The present Queensland legislation 
denies non-teacher registered Queensland parents this 
basic right. There is no other state in Australia that treats 
parents this way. Furthermore you will not find an 
educational theorist or researcher anywhere in the world 
who will not substantiate the fact that one to one, or 
small group tuition, is a highly effective model for 
education. All of the basic criticisms of homeschooling 
from a lack of socialization in the real world, to the 
pursuit of too structured/unstructured programs can be 
answered with respected research if we have an 
opportunity to put it befcM'e you and the Education 
Department 

LEGISLATION - Practically 

Noone has yet proved to my satisfaction that 
the Education (General Provisions) Act does indeed 
need to be changed. I still believe that 58 (2) (a) (ii) 
could easily be set up to allow non-regislercd teachers to 
register for homeschooling dispensation. Robin Sullivan 
sent me a copy of the Order in Council and, the way it is 
written, it definitely does not apply to Section 58 (2) 
(a)(ii). It actually states 

'7/w excellency the Governor, acting and 

in pursuance of the provisions of 58 (2) (a) (i) (From 

the Order in Council at the Executive Building, Brisbane 
3.8.89 - Qld. Gov. Gazette no. 146 p. 2993.) i.e. with 
specific mention of 58 (2) (a) (i). 

Some people may say that the Order in Council 
is meant to provide for BOTH sections i.e. (2) (a) (i) & 
(2) (a) (ii) however if you read Section 58 (2Xa) it states 



" ANY of the following shall be deemed to be a valid 
reason../' . 

That is, 58 (2) (a) (i) & 58 (2)(a; (ii) are OR propositions 
and the Order in Council only applies to the first section. 

Robin Sullivan answered the problem 
unsatisfactorily when she wrote “In your letter you refer 
to section 58 (2)(a) (ii) of the Education (General 
Provisions) Act 1989. Section 58 (2)(a) (i) states 
that prescribed by Order in Council” 

I am well aware of Section 58 (2)(a) (i) and 
what is prescribed for it by the Order in Council. But it is 
Section 58 (2)(a) (ii) that is in dispute. 

Furthermore close reading of Section 78 
reveals "The Governor in Council may make regulations 
not inconsistent with this Act for or in respect to - (j) all 
matters required or permitted by this Act " 

So if the Governs in Council has NOT made a 
regulation in respect of Section 58 (2) (a) (ii) then 
obviously the Minister is able to make a decision 
CONSISTENT with the intention of the Act and thus the 
intention of Section 58 (2) (a) (ii) which states "in a 
range of subjects acccpuibic to the Minister, in some 
other manner which, in the opinion of the Minister, is 
regular and efficient.” 

In Section 58 (2) (a) (ii) there is no mention of 
REGISTERED TEACHER or ORDER IN COUNCIL 
(and there is no Order in Council that refers to this 
section). Indeed we believe Section 58 (2) (a) (ii) 
provides a statement equivalent to the option that 
provides for homeschooling in every other State’s 
legislation. It allows that the Minister must decide in 
cases of dispute about a parent applying regular and 
efficient instruction. While this is not our ideal for 
legislation it is workable at present and non- 
discrim inatory with regards to Queensland parents who 
are not registered teachers who wish to homeschool. 
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Homeschooling in West 

Australia by Jo-Anne Beirne 




^Ifus is an tT^rptfrom my recent Utter to 9^rs *Kay 
9{allafian, ^hfinisterfor ^Education in TVJ?.. ^Ifiere are 
2 families of whom I am aware, who are presently in 
dispute zihth the ^Department ox^er 9lome Education in 
It is myfuling that the inspectors in question 
are not against homeschooling perse hut just se 
education in the (ight of a very school’type" 
definition, fortunately, the law in ^.S\. specifies 
‘regular and ‘efficient^ and Both families being 
committed and intelligent can easily use their 
programs, childrens worh^& diaries to prove regular 
and efficient. 

"Some of ihe main things that the research 

shows are 

1. One to one, or small group tuition, is a highly effective 
model for education. 

2. That an assessment of capacity for, and enjoyment of, 
socialization among homeschoolers is at least as good as 
and often better than that recorded for their schooled 
peers, and is definitely spread over a wider age group of 
people. 

3. That the educational, emotional and social nurturing 
provided by the family unit, allows homeschooled 
children to develop skills of self-motivation, initiative 
and independence. 

4. There is no one educational program or method to suit 
all children. Children have different aptitudes, interests, 
abilities and learning modes. If we develop an individual 
approach to learning, that is the characteristic of the 
homeschool, children are most likely to have positive 
attitudes towards long term learning. 

Unfortunately, it has been our experience, that 
Education Department administrators generally have 
only limited access to small numbers of home educating 
families and rarely have the opportunity to sec a broad 
range of philosophies and different approaches over any 
length of time. Added to this is that some tend to view 
the phenomenon of homechooling negatively at the first 
contact and secondly some educators arc philosophically 
and practically opposed to homeschooling. 

Often these adminstrators/educators use the power that 
they have to try to limit, what they perceive as a 



dangerous situation, i.e. an increase in parents choosing 
the option of homeschooling. Fortunately, luc foresight 
of our politicans in enshrining the right to homeschool, 
in legislation, provides some small protection against 
any excessive application of resuictive regulations by 
those who perceive the law allows them this power. 

Sometimes, only time will heal the problem and often 
there is merely a need for negotiation, so that 
administrators can meet regularly and speak with 
homeschoolers. This enables them to appreciate that 
homeschoolers come from a broad range of 
socioeconomic and educational backgrounds, many are 
in fact teachers and professionals, and that they have 
very positive and well thought out reasons for making 
the homeschooling choice and continuing with it 
indefinitely. 

You are undoubtedly aware that Australia is a signatory 
to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which 
says "Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of 
education that shall be given to their children." (Article 
26 (3)). Obviously the present W.A. legislation does not 
deny parents this basic right. However flowing from this 
one presumes that natural justice should be granted both 
sides in a dispute. There should be able to be some 
review of the whole situation, by independent piersons, 
preferably with some homeschooling experience if not 
sympathies. We believe from past experience, and cases 
that have gone before the N.S.W. Ombudsman, (the 
duties and powers of the Ombudsman in W.A. and 
N.S.W are very similar - according to our legal advice), 
that it is regarded as a reasonable request to have an 
alternative inspector/supcrinlendent become involved in 
a case of dispute. This docs not cast any aspersions on 
either party but merely acknowledges differences in 
interpretation of the "truth" regarding education thought 

Standing back from the situation I have been able to 
compare the programs, paperwork, reactions and 
treatment by W.A. officials of homeschoolers from a 
broad geographical and philosophical range in W.A. and 
it is our strong belief iliat the program, evaluation and 
interaction with the Department of at least one, if not 
both, families in dispute would be considered more than 
satisfactory by other inspectors. 
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Homeshoolers who choose to become legal never wish 
to be in an ”us‘* and "them" situation with the Minister 
and the DeparimenL The law allows for homeschooling 
quite explicitly, we apply quite openly and yet we are 
often treated like common criminals and have conditions 
applied to us that would never be accepted by the school 
system the best example of this is six monthly visits. So 
often we are made to feel we are guilty until wc are 
proven innocent, instead of the other way around. 

Sure there is the "worst case scenario" of parents 
possibly abusing their children educationally, but this 
same "worst case scenario" is also just as possible in the 
vhools where yov will be aware that despite the 
Department’s best efforts there are some teachers, 
classrooms and resources that are not perfect. 
Homeschooling parents cannot be hauled over the coals 
and treated like criminals in anticipation of some parent, 
some time, not educating their children. Just as the 
Department cannot be held totally responsible for the 
16% of children who graduate schools functionally 
illiterate and innumeratc, or the chronic truants. 

GENERAL HOMESCHOOLING CONCERNS 
Many of our members have voiced tlic following 
concerns to me in our discussions regarding the present 
application of regulations in W.A. and regarding the 
present case^ in dispute, could you please reply to them? 

1. Our most important concern is that now this matter 
has come to a head is there any chance that Dcparuncnid 
officials will apply to have the Legislation altered? And 
arc you aware if the Education Department has any 
policy with regards to limiting homeschooling and if so 



why? If any change in the Law is proposed could you 
undertake to inform us please, as the law requues? 

2. Could you please outline dte procedure that you and 
the Department would use in a case where a parent has a 
legitimate complaint against an inspector’s asscssmoni of 
the homeschool situation? Is there a Homeschooling 
Review Commiucc or board ? Dtxjs it have any 
homeschoolcrs on it ? If one was created could wc 
suggest that it docs? Would it be possible to meet you in 
person and/or address such a committee? I would 
envisage that our presentation group would be made up 
of a diverse range of homeschoolcrs from all the W.A. 
support groups. Dr. Earn on Murphy from Fremantle and 
myself representing Homeschoolcrs Australia. 

3. Arc the changed Draft Requirements for 
Homeschoolcrs completed ? If so can they be disiribulcd 
among homeschoolcrs for feedback to your Department? 

4. It has been said that the Labor party is philosophically 
opposed to homeschooling. Wc wonder if you could 
confirm for us if it is the intention of your own political 
party to limit the number of homeschoolcrs in W.A.? If 
so, for what reasons? 

I would like to emphasise again that wc would be 
delighted to meet with you. A meeting will undoubtedly 
confirm for you that homeschoolcrs arc not "kooks" or or 
any other "group" but rather ordinary people who want 
to do the very best for their children in all areas. Thank 
you for youraticniion in this matter and looking forward 
to your reply. 



N.S.W news 

by Jo-Anne Beirne 



There arc three homeschooling concerns presently before the 
N.S.W Minister for Education and the Board of Studies these 
arc 

1. Access to the H.S.C at Year 12 level . 

2. The issue of the old Education Department files that were 
kept on us under the 1987 legislation being removed from 
our Board of Studies files and sent to the archives. 

3. Access to Distance Education materials, at a price. 
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RESOURCE information 




CE1T5NG CHILDREN*S 
WORK PUBLISHED 
There is a magazine called Aspire 
that appears monthly that publishes 
children’s work. For more details 
the telephone number is 
07 355 0868 



MICROSCOPE FUN 
Did you know that there is a Postal 
Microscopical Club of Australia? It 
enables members from all parts of 
Australia to participate in the 
microscopical sciences- particularly 
natural history specimens. The club 
circulates sets of prepared slides 
together with a comments book to 
all members to study in their own 
time. A newsletter Amateur 
Microscopist is sent to members 
which includes articles on 
techniques, history, formulae and 
letters. The club encourages 
members to prepare their own slides 
and send them to other members 
arou)id Australia. The enthusiasm 
rubs off onu') new members who can 
then participate in this hobby 
wiUiout fear of isolation. The club 
accepts members over 1 1 years. For 
more details write to PMCA, 28 
Valley Rd Hazclbrook 2779. 



WHAT IS GOING ON IN 
SCHOOLS ? 

If you are interested to know what 
the Education Department and 
Board of Studies in N.S.W specifies 
as essential coverage for each 
subject in schools you can get 
copies of these documents from 
Studies - 

K-6 S^::;ence & Technology , All 
subjects for the School Certificate & 
Higher School Certificate. 
Communications Branch Board of 
Studies Ph 925 81 11 
or 

♦Departme nt of School Education 
for all other primary syllabuses. 
Curriculum Resource Unit - The 
Shop Ph 808 9444 
(Thanks to Neil Mierendorff and 
Don Haddon for this information) 

AUSTRALIAN ACADEMIC 
TOURS 

Dr David Roots runs a very detaihxl 
program of short, long and overseas 
trips from Sydney, Melbourne and 
Canbera concerned with all sorts of 
geological and natural history 
issues. If you wish to get a copy of 
his program & price list write to 12 
Sturdee Lane Elvina Bay 2105. 

SCHOOL MAGAZINES 
I read on the advertisement that the 
school magazines were founded in 
19 16. They sure are a great literary 
tradition. I remember loving mine 
and my children love theirs loo. 

They cover reading ages 8- 
advanced in four levels and come 
once a month from February to 
November. The cost is $6/sub & 

$1 1 postage. For more dcatils : 
School Mag. Priv Bag 3 Ryde 21 12 



EDUCATION EXPO 
Many of you will be aware of the 
DepL of Education’s Education 
Resource Centers (E.R.C.) These 
centers are designed to provide the 
public with access to a large range 
of educational resources and each 
unit has it’s own particular ’expo’ 
days where private and government 
publishers, computer distributors 
and art suppliers gather to present 
their wares. One is planned for the 
Emerton E.R.C. soon and the one in 
Parramatta is also very well 
equipped. Find out about your local 
E.R.C. soon. 

(Thanks to Donna Gibbs & Rhonda 
Pritchard for this information.) 

PUBLICATIONS 
Many of the educational regions 
(Metropolitan South, North, etc.) 
have publications committees, that 
publish materials used or compiled 
by teachers. Often these are very 
good and inexpensive resources. If 
you would like any more 
information you will find the phone 
number of your region in the front 
of the white pages. For the Met. 
West Publications Committee 
brochure write cA Bert Oldfield 
Public School, Oldfield Rd. Seven 
Hills Ph.671 7760. 
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RESOURCE INFORMATION continued 



COUNCIL EXCURSIONS 
Recently a group of Blue Mountains 
homeschoolers attended an 
informative excursion of the Blue 
Mountains City Council. Mr 

(an ex-council employee) 
spent his own time to come in and 
explain to the children levels of 
government and how the council 
works to our children. The children 
learned so much ! They participated 
in a mock council session and were 
able to sit in the alderpeople’s 
chairs, don the mayoral robes and 
act as the Town Clerk. They pul and 
passed various motions and even 
got thrown out when disorderly- all 
according to council meeting 
protocol. The session look over two 
hours and there was even tea and 
biscuits after. 1 would recommend 
this educational excursion to 
everyone - so gel a group together 
and ask your local council for 
details. (This information sent by 
Sue Cartwright.) 

EARTHWATCH 
Earthwalch is an organisation that 
funds scientific field research by 
placing paying volunteers into the 
field to work with scientists. You 
can find out more about the 1992 
expeditions by calling Earthwalch 
on 290 1022. (From the A.N.H 
magazine.) 

PC GLOBE/ MACGLOBE 
This educational software takes you 
on a world tour of 190 countries 
where you can hear the national 
anthem of all of them, see the flags, 
read about any statistic from 
currency, population, industries and 
death rates to imports and exports. 
There is extensive cross referencing 
and data on each country including 
three different types of maps and a 
facility that allows you to determine 
the distance from any one place on 
earth to any other. 



SCIENTIA CHALLENGE 
PROGRAM 

This is supposed to be for gifted and 
talented high school students from 
Yrs 7-10, who are at Yr 10-12 level, 
but obviously it would suit anyone 
who is enthusiatic and rich enough 
(a two day program is $200). There 
is a broad choice of studies to 
undertake under the auspices of a 
number of faculties and highy 
qualified academics. This is the 
fourth Christmas break Scientia 
Challenge program. For more 
details ring Uni of N.S.W 697 3175 




WHY THEY SHOULD BE AT 
HOME? 

A new course incorporating drug 
education will be mandatory in 
N.S.W high schools in 1992 and in 
K-6 fiom 1993. Ms Graham who is 
teaching the course at Willoughby 
Primary School said "Young 
children are particularly susceptible 
to any direction you may lead them" 

NEV/ SYLLABUSES 
Just to show you that a diversity of 
subjects is now encouraged in 
N.S.W it is interesting to read that 
some of the new syllabuses in ’92 
include Business Studies, Studies of 
Religion, Drama, Dance, Korean, 
Arabic and Turkish (Years 11-12) 
Aboriginal Studies, Career 
Education, Engineering Studies, 
Food Tecnology, Design and 
Technology and Chinese 
(Ycars7-10) 



MATHEMATICS 
First Aid in Basic Mathematics is a 
handbook for parents & teachers of 
children having difficulty with 
school mathematics. The author 
Theodore H. MacDonald is highly 
qualified and experienced. It is 
available from most bookshops. 

SCIENCE QUESHON TIME 
Alan Thompson is a homeschooling 
parent and teacher who has written a 
software drill-quiz covering 65 
Junior Secondar>* Science Topics 
(which he teaches) for Apple 
Computers. It is excellent 
preparation for H.S.C. Science 
subjects. If you would like more 
information contact Alan at P.O. 
Box 346 Dubbo 2830. 

SHAKESPEARE 
For those just discovering the joy of 
Shakespeare."PIaying Shakespeare" 
is a board game of Shakcsp>earcan 
charades- involving players who 
attempt, through charades, to fill in 
missing words in famous 
Shakespearean quotations. 

Although it is recommended for 
children 1 2 years old and over no 
special knowledge of Shakespear; 
is necessary. A boddet is included 
with quickie summaries of all 37 
plays. Available from Arisioplay 
P.O. Box 7529, Ann Arbor, MI 
48107-7529. U.S.A 
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LETTERS 

T>ear !fo-S^ne 




Lorna Tonnochy Pimlico Qld 
I really feel I can't anonymously send off these 
envelopes without trying to express my thanks to you. 

It’s taken me years, starting at curiosity, through to 
commitment to get where I am now, which is ready to 
begin homeschooling. I first applied in May but 
persistence has paid off and I now have been assured that 
approval will be through next month. Without your 
journal there is no chance that I would have known 
where to begin, my sincerest thanks. It has been an 
interesting exercise working "with" the Qld Education 
DepaitmenL 

Peter & Lily Nesbitt-Hawes, Central Coast, N.S.W 
Here is a list of Home School Dales for 1992 from the 
Central Coast We ask families to please give us some 
notice if they wish to attend on (043) 621473. 

1. Saturday 15rh February \Long JeUy Park (West) 

Lots of play equipment, picnic facilities, walk and bike 
uacks, etc. Meet 1 1.30am 

2. Saturday 23rd May, Lane Cove River Park near zoo 
and causeway. Meet 12.00am 

3. Saturday 15lh August Rumbalara Park via Springfield 
Picnic arca/bushwalking. 

Susan & Will McAuIay, Moss Vale NSW 
Thank you for all that work. Loved the cover, attractive 
and easy to read layout, excellent content, infonnative, 
practical, challenging. We have 1 1 interested families in 
Moss Vale this year. 

Karen Williams, Salisbury VIC 
Great Journal! It happened to come just in time to help 
another family and myself decide what we should do in 
regards to receiving extra attention from the local 
officers. The officers want them to home educate in a 
more structured manner than they wish. It was the 
article on P.9 - Homeschooling Freedoms, which 



encouraged us to send letters to those concerned. Glad 
to read t^t you are a councillor for Dr Moore's Home 
Educators International. When I replied to their 
questions I commented that I felt you were a worthy 
choice and I hope Australia would get some benefits 
from the organisation in the near future. The Yarra 
Valley Homeschool Group has grown with an interest 
from 7 or so new families. 

Ray Dimitroff, Upwey Tas. 

Appreciate your efforts, we found the AHJ very 
informative and inspirational, 

Lynn Cherry, Quilpolly 

Thank you for the journal. It is just what we need. 

Thank you for all the advice and support that you gave us 
when we were starting. We have quite a good little 
group at Quirindi and we have had excursions to 
Bayswaier Power Station, Glenbawn Dam, Tamworth 
Airport, where wc rode in the Fire engine. We also saw 
Ginger Meggs presented by the New England Theatre 
Company. Now to get Lhe children to write about these 
things! 

John Peacock, Ta.smania 

Many for itic copy of your resurrected 

journal. It IS good to sec you back in harness again. I 
particularly liked the piece on homeschooling freedoms. 
You managed to put my feelings, and I am sure those of 
many other home educators, so succinctly. Point 3 said 
that if I don’t complain you will assume that there is 
nothing that I am unhappy about. I am not complaining 
but I must say that your comment on the legal situation 
in Tasmania was well below your usual meticulous level 
and should be amended. The working party consisted of 
6 people only. If you arc going to mention names you 
should do the honours all round. Kathleen Carins of 
A.C.E. travelled furthest and worked hardest of the 
home educators and deserves a mention, not to say a 
commendation. The other members of the committee 
were Kate Shipway, a lecturer from the University of 
Tasmania; Alistair Holm, who does work for the 
Education Dept but made it dear that he was there from 
his own interest and not specifically representing 
anyone; the chairperson Alison Jacob, who is the person 
in the Department who has responsibility for home 
education. Georgie Holderncss- Roddam of N,A.G. and 
myself. 

All the home educators concerned (The 
committee adopted that title to include homeschoolcrs) 
were "not very pleased with the results". I certainly am 
only relatively happy with it as it was drawn up and 
many home educators in the community have chosen to 
shun the whole proceeding altogether. After the report 
was submitted, the Minister met with all the committee 
except Georgie, who was in England, and Alistair, and 
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suggested significant alterations with which 1 do not 
agree and which considerably undermine the original 
report and the intent behind it. The report was 
subsequently amended according to the Minister's 
desire. Because it is still a confidential document 1 can't 
go into detail, but it is not as good an outlook as we had 
hoped. Beyond all that, it is likely that there will be an 
election before Christmas and the Liberal shadow 
minister has stated that he is satisfied with the old 
system. The Liberals have also come under considerable 
pressure from the Principal’s Association which opposes 
home education. The situation is not, then, all rosy but 
we arc still battling. 

Lynden Jacobi, Whitebridge 

I'm feeling more and more comfortable with 
homeschooling the longer we do it. It has always felt 
good to have Josh at home but doubts pop up every now 
and then, usually concerning things like “how can I do 
all I want with him and still have time for Erin (3 years 
old) and Sylvie (5 months old) and of 
course, time for me. I've just finished 
reading Learning All the Time and am 
about to start on Teach Your Own by 
John Holt. 

We really started to 
homeschool Josh when we went 
travelling last year. It w^as so easy 
because I wasn’t concerned about 
teaching him anything knowing that there was enough 
going on without me doing anything. While m the Stales 
I read Teach Your Own and was very impressed and 
very keen to keep Josh out of school. When we got 
home 6 months later Josh wanted to go back to the 
Steiner school so 1 agreed. His class was loo full so we 
continued with schooling at home but suddenly there 
was pressure on me to teach him things. I decided to 
enrol Josh in the Government Correspondence School. 
This was a big mistake. Josh had gone through a very 
different system and had done no reading or writing 
before. It was terrible trying to stick to such a suaighi 
program and both of us disliked it We lasted 6 weeks 
then dropped out. Josh was still keen to go to school and 
decided if he still couldn't get into the Steiner school he 
would like to try the local public school. 1 was very 
concerned about how this would go as he would be 
starting 3rd grade without having done any reading or 
writing. The Steiner school only introduced letters in 
3rd grade. I enrolled Josh at a private tutoring school, 
Arrcndcll, in order to teach him the basics of reading and 



writing. 

Going to school was very difficult for him as 
he had to learn all sorts of things. His not knowing what 
"rule a margin" meant was just one more sign to the 
teacher that she was dealing with a very sad case, 
someone with a severe learning disability. He managed 
to go for 2 semesters though his selfesteem seemed to 
me to be plummeting. It was only recently that he said to 

me "I didn't cry every day but I fell like it". What a 

terrible thing! I'm just so glad he didn't stay there any 
longer. Two semesters was enough for Josh to realise he 
really would rather be home schooled and we're all much 
happier for it. I’m very interested in how you go about 
educating your kids. Do they have much tuition? You 
meniioned that one is doing carpentry on Saturdays. 

Was ihLs arranged with a friend or is it an actual course. 
Do your kids have much contact with other children and 
are they children of friends of yours or are they 
neighbours? How did you first find out about 
homeschooling? How old arc your kids? My questions 
go on and on. I’m keen to learn as much as I can about all 
approaches to homeschooling. It's also good to talk to 
people who arc doing it so that 1 can bounce my ideas off 
others in a similar situation. 

I have found that the more sure I am 
about our decision not to send Josh to 
school the less people voice their 
disagreements but there is still this 
feeling that I have to justify my actions. 
Many people see keeping Josh out of 
school as over protectiveness on my 
part. I tliink it is important to protect 
those you love especially children who 
arc given so little power in our society 
to protect themselves. The other thing I quite often come 
up against is the fact that Josh will be different and how 
is he going to be able to fit in to the real world later on. 
Little do they know that our family life is just as real and 
I honestly don’t feel it will make such a difference to my 
children anyway except maybe give them a stronger base 
to move on from. 

Stephen Ward, Sussex Inlet N.S.W 
Thank you for the help and encouragement you gave 
Debbie prior to our homeschooling inspection. We were 
granted permission to continue for another two years and 
the visit was very positive, affirming what we had 
already done as well as confirming our change in 
drection regarding pioneering our own curriculum. We 
enjoyed the AHJ and hope it can continue to be 
published. If we can do anything to contribute to your 
work in homeschooling please let us know. We arc 
excited and challenged about the years ahead and would 
like to see more parents given the opportunity to teach 
their own. 
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Ian and Rose Tresvaskis, Walrewa VIC 
Just to infonn you that we will again be having our 
annual homeschooling weekend from Friday to Monday, 
Labour Day Weekend March 1992, 

We are situated in East Gippsland on the edgee of the 
State foresL 1 1km from Nowa Nowa, Wairewa is a small 
farming valley off the Princes Highway, close to the 
famous Limestone Caves at Buchan and the beautiful 90 
mile beach. Camp Wairewa can be your base for 
exploring these tourist attractions as well as the 
c^portunity to meet with other homeschooling families 
in a relaxed, informal, holiday atmosphere. Our 
homeschooling camp is usually a memorable time of 
fun, farm and fellowship. Our tentative program is as 
follows: 

HOMESCHOOL CAMP WEEKEND 
Friday : Welcome 

Saturday : Breakfast, 9.30 am trading table, 10.30 a.m. 
out in the bush by horseback, carriage or on foot Meet 
for a ;>icnic lunch at the Pioneer Memorial, 2 p.m. Team 
Gam/^ ;S, 6 p.m. Casserole Tea, & 7.30 p.m. Bush Dance. 
Sund ay: Breakfast, 9.30 a.m Worship, 10.30 a.m. 
Pioneer Skills Demonstration, 12.30 lunch, 2 p.m cricket 
match/pony ridesTTrip to Mt Nowa Nowa 6 p.m. Tea 
7.30 Concert. 

Barry and Roz Hancock^ Riverstone N.S.W 
In 1991 we started the North West Sydney Homcschool 
Support Group especially but not exclusively for A.C.E. 
homeschooler^*. The aim of our group is to provide 
IM'ayer support, encouragement and practical help. We 
hope to particularly meet the needs of Mums who have 
little opportunity for fellowship with other Mums. Please 
contact us on 02 627 1 308 if you wish to know more 
details. 

Sandra and Barry Turner, Burrinjuck N.S.W 
We were delighted to receive the AHJ, We want you to 
know that we appreciate the time, energy and effort it 
look you (and is going to take you) to produce this 
quality and much needed forum for homeschooling 
families. We both read the journal from cover to 
cover.Our interview with David Evans went really well 
and we were granted a one year registration. I am happy 
with the programme I have put together for 1992, with 
the help of a teaching friend, but I am convinced that a 
non-pressure approach to education is the best approach. 
I admit that I am hoping that future issues of the AHJ 
will inject me with the encouragement and confidence I 
need, as every little bit helps! 



Rosa Geenen, Blaxland N.S.W 
In 1991 1 organised a music/art group for the Lower Blue 
Mountains. We had a fulfilling and enjoyable year. We 
covered international, Australian bush and Aboriginal 
music. We had a go at a didgeridoo and the old^ 
children learnt recorder. We had an end of year concert 
where the children played music, performed in a play, 
did dance and gymnastics routines and sang. Everyone 
participated in our sing-a-longs and about 40 people 
attended the event This year we would love to see more 
participants and our first day will be Feb 3rd. On March 
2nd we will have a music specialist to perform a show 
for us. A small fee is charged for participation. If you are 
interested please contact me on 047 396403. 

Kathy Boles, Emu Park Queensland 
HOME EDUCATION GATHERING 
Anyone interested in a Home Education Gathering on 
the weekend of 5-8 June near Emu Park, Queensland 
please write to Kathy Boles, 2 Richard St, Emu Park, 
4702 and send a self-adresscd stamped envelope for 
information and to contribute ideas. We need to know 
approximate numbers by mid- April to decide if it is 
viable. Accomodiition is in a church camp close to the 
each 3km from Emu Park, with a kilchen-dining- 
mccting building and a separate sleeping quarters 
building. Emu Paik is a small seaside town 45km cast of 
Rockhampton and about 7(X)km north of Brisbane. Cost 
$4 per person per night or $12 per family per night or $2 
per day visitor. Babic'? and toddlers no charge. Activities 
will only be as orgam.>cd as people want. 
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PRE-SCHOOL 

by Marcelle Foundling 



The night before AHJ 31 arrived I was deep in 
meditation, praying for guidance as to what was the best 
option for my children's educational future. I have 
always been enthusiastic about unschooling but having 
my children home seven days a week for the past five 
months is something I am not used to (as I have been 
studying pan-time for the last six years). Bede (18 
months) had been teething and whinging constantly for a 
few days. 

I was comforting him as I sat on the floor amidst a 
mountain of toys when Rory (4 1/2 years, the “is he 
going to school next year?”' age) decided to jump on my 
back as he often docs as soon as I pay Bede any 
attention. ”I can't handle this”, I thought to myself and 
reached for the phone to call a local Community School 
I had been meaning to have a look at for sometime. They 
said come down and have a look anytime and I had the 
kids dressed and on the doorstep within half an hour. 

The school was lovely (as far as schools go) and had all 
the things I would like for in an educational 
establishment loose structure, mixed age classes, free 
time periods for the children, parental involvement, self 
paced teaching, etc. One of the teachers had even 
homeschoolcd herself for a while so understood my 
concerns and almost convinced me this school was a 
better option. Rory loved playing in the cubby house 
and sandpit and has told me he would love to go there. 

As impressive as it was, I still have not filled out the 

application form Why? Maybe it's when they said 

they follow the Education Department Curriculum 1 
could not help but* feel that this was just a nicer way of 
geUing the same old information in. I have been 
watching Rory more closely over the last week to 
compare what he is doing at home with what he would 
be doing at school, even an alternative school. The next 
day he pulled out one of his dinosaur sticker cards and 
began painting each little section a different colour. 

After twenty minutes of concenfrated work he 
announced that he wanted to make this really good 'just 
like those kids at the school had worked for a long time 
on their sandpit' (the children had built a great network 
of roads, tunnels and castles). He was at it for an hour 
and produced a beautiful picture. 'Ah! Nothing like the 



influence of the school environment to bring out the best 
in a child!', some would say. The irony is, I thought 
afterwards, that if he were at school he would not be 
given enough time to complete this task and the 
inspiration would probably take him at morning tea or 
mathematics time anyway. 

Yesterday I was writing when Rory asked me to write his 
name at the top of a page so he could copy it. I was 
delighted to witness his first aUempts at writing and he 
finished up filling five pages of people's names. Again it 
occurred to me that if he were at school he would not be 
allowed to use a thick red marker pen and write the 
letters in any size or position he liked as I had allowed 
him to. He would learn to write at school but I am sure 
his first experience of writing would not be any fun with 
the regulation pencil uacing doued ouUines of 'cat' and 
'dog' along a straight Itne (I have seen the Pre-Writing 
workbooks!). Most saddening to me would be that I 
could not imagine him mowing his father down at the 
door to show off such unoriginal efforts. 

There seem to be more and more instances I notice now 
of how Rory would be better off away from school. I 
needed to have a look to realise two things: 

1 . Homeschooling requires a great conviction and 
commitment to work so I am not putting his name on the 
waiting list 'just in case' (It is a bit like having the divorce 
papers filled in before you marry). 

2. 1 need to make sure I am not cracking up and do more 
reading, networking and attending homeschool 
functions. All of which I have been neglecting lately. 
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TIME REQUIREMENTS 
FOR HOMESCHOOLING 
IN N.S.W. 

6y Jo-Shine 'Beime 




Many homcschoolers have recently asked me about the 
numbers of hours and days “required” by the N.S.W 
guidelines to homcschool. 

The actual wording is as follows: 

6. " The total teaching time should be student to 

allow for coverage of that body of work that could be 
undertaken by a student working 5 hours daily for 200 
days per year. Some students may cover this work in less 
time/* 

This wording was not written by accident, but after 
careful consideration and discussion between practising 
homcschoolers and The Board of Studies. They were 
written to allow for the unique situation that is 
homeschooling and the children who follow this 
learning alternative. Some of the specific reasons follow: 

1. Most homeschooling parents have been at pains over 
the years to deny the ‘hothousing’ label. Obviously if a 
parent so desired it would be easy to accelerate a 
homeschooling child in say the language, science and 
mathematics areas purely by virtue of the amount of one 
to one tuition and back-up that the child would receive. 
When you are sure that a child understands a topic and is 
competent at it you can easily move on, at their own 
pace, without doing tens of examples. I can give many 
examples of children, including my own, who have done 
2 or even 3 years of school-type Maths texts in a year. 

It has been my experience however, that most 
homeschooling parents do not usually choose this 
option, rather they p*escnt their child with a very broad 
programme that is certainly comprehensive and detailed 
(though not necessarily) written and rarely aimed at 
acceleration. It was recognised by the people who 
worked on the guidelines that forcing homeschoolers to 
do 5 hours face to face “school-type” leaching per day 
could indeed pressure homcschoolers onto the 
acceleration path. 

2. When one is dealing with only a couple of students, as 
in homeschooling, one is very aware of what those 
students are doing and is constantly integrating their 
work across their curriculum, virtually the 
Icaming/tcaching programme is happening all waking 



hours 365 days/year. This is not to say that school 
children don’t learn all their waking hours 365 days/year 
as well, only that for homcschoolers the learning of all 
these times is connected to their living and their “school” 
life and it is more likely to be integrated across a broad 
spectrum of subject areas not disjointed into 
compartments. 

Homcschoolers, legitimately feel that the “learning 
facilitator" is more likely to be aware of from where the 
learning springs, has a better idea where to direct her 
individual child and the connections to further explore. 
For example a child who suddenly becomes very 
interested in rocks will most likely have that learning 
met by visiting the geological mining museum, being 
given or read to from books on same, accessing friends 
and others with knowledge of rocks, watching T.V 
programs about the history of the Earth etc in a very 
flexible manner. Homcschoolers are able to eliminate 
the lime-costly situations of class control, administrative 
paperwork and change of teachers, who must “get to 
know” the class again, from year to year. 

With these issues in mind the guideline concerning 
“‘amount of time spent on education” was written so as 
to ensure that school children and homeschool children 
receive equivalent education in terms of coverage and 
quality rather than in terms of numbers of hours applied. 
There is also recognition of the fact that the “school- 
type” body of work is often covered in the homeschool 
in a shorter period of time. 

Personally, I agree that the state has a legitimate interest 
in seeing that all its citizens are educated. The welfare 
cost of those that aren’t is an enormous and ongoing 
budgetary concern for all of us. Homcschoolers are 
charged with the same responsibility as are all schools - 
to educate children efficiently and regularly to standards 
that are generally accepted by all educators and outlined 
in the “curriculum guidelines” for each key learning 
area, but there is no specific requirement as to hours and 
days of teaching. The requirements on homcschoolers, 
as regards the application of an educational programme 
arc no greater or less than for schools, though a good 
deal more flexible, and the lime clement is recognised as 
being a guide for homcschoolers. 
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NADIA WHEATLEY - the well known author of 

"My Place' & other books on studying books in schools. 

DONE TO DEATH: SHOULD BOOKS BE USED OR READ? 

A few years ago I was on a conference panel with Patricia Wrightson, Jan Mark and Libby Gleeson, and 
a member of the audience asked: 'How would you like your books to be used?' 

One of the panel answered in a steely voice: 'I don't want them "used" — 1 want them read/ 

While that succinctly sums up my own gut feelings about the matter, I accept that children's fiction will 
be used in the classroom. So, rather than rail against the fact, it seems sensible to try to suggest some 
guidelines. Before 1 start, I should quickly say that I am not concerned here with the sort of literar)’ studies 
that secondar)' students do, but with the use of a work of fiction in areas such as social studies, language 
development — even maths — in the primary curriculum. 1 should also say that the following very 
ob\ious comments are not based on my own experience in the classroom, but on the sort of feedback 1 
have received from students who have had both good and bad times 'using' my books. 

So — Rule 1 is Enjoyment. The most important thing, if a book is to be 'used', is for the teacher to be sure 
that the children are enjoying the book as a book — as a story. And of course if this is to happen, the teacher 
herself must enjoy not only this particular book, but also the act of reading. This is not to say that the 
teacher must love all books; indeed, the indiscriminate and uncritical love of books is as deadening as not 
loving them at all. However, if a teacher is to impart enjoyment of literature, then she must herself be the 
kind of person who sometimes gets so carried away by a book that she neglects to do the housework — 
or prepare her lessons. 

In line with this theme of enjoyment, I'd like to quote a kind of warning I tried to give back in 1987, when 
My Place was first published. 

My Place is many things, but one thing it isn't is a textbook. I wrote it in the hope that it would start 
Australian children thinking in a new way about history — and about themselves, their families, their 
homes, their environments. 1 hoped that it might make history seem real, immediate and interesting. 
Though I think that My Place could also be a useful teaching aid, as far as I'm concerned the book will 
have failed if even one child thinks: 'Oh, My Place, yuk! That's the book that's full of work!' ... Please 
bear in mind that the book is a picture story-book, and that it's meant to be enjoyed. 

If Rule 1 is Enjoyment, Rule 2 is There are no rules. By this 1 mean that there are no formulae or recipes for 
the successful or suitable use of a book in the classroom: the teacher alone can decide w’hat is appropriate 
in the context of her particular students. 

Here it is vital that the teacher respects what the children bring to a book. Though 1 know this goes against 
the whole system of curriculum preparation, I would suggest that teachers should not be very well prepared 
about what they plan to 'do' with a book: to a great extent this should be determined by the children's 
response. Only in the light of this can the teacher decide what activities would interest her class — or rather, 
what activities would interest particular children in her class, for if the book is at all complex, different 
children will probably be excited by quite different aspects. The teacher must also know when to stop. 

The key to all this of course is the teacher's own expertise, her own imagination, her ow’n perception 
of her students. That is why I am very wary of published sets of teachers' notes, for if works of fiction 
must be 'used' in the classroom, I fully believe that teachers themselves are able to think up the most 
interesting and appropriate activities. 

An obvious problem here is time — or rather, the paucity of funding for education. It is very hard to think 
up special activities for different children when the class is too crowded, when you have little preparation 
time, W’hen you may only have one or two copies of the book that you are working on. But beyond this, 1 
think teachers must develop their confidence in themselves and in their own responses to a book, so that 
that they trust their own judgement rather than relying on the interpretations of professional note-writers. 

Finally, 1 would like to ask you always to remember that books are not tadpoles Bv this 1 mean that 1 
sometimes find peL»plc — whether educationalists or critics or film-makers — who seem to think that a 
book is a sort of sta^c of creation which, under the right circumstances, can develop into a veritable frog 
(which can in turn, if kissed by the right person, even become a prince). Or perhaps a better analogy would 
be to say that some people tend to regard a book as a kind of packet cake mix: as the basic raw material 
which must be added to and stirred and cooked before it re<iches its proper form 

In fact, of course, the book /s the frog, the prince, the cake, it is an end in itself, and all that needs to be 
done tc» it is to read it. 
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Developing 

Good 

Learning 

Skills 

Pat Nelson 



Homeschooled children obvi- 
ously have parents who are commit- 
ted to academic achievement. But as 
parents, we sometimes doubt our 
ability to successfully educate our 
children, and when these doubts 
surface we become less effective, 
Parents need to realize that their 
children s success may depend less 
on what we teach them than on how 
well we can instill a love of learning 
that will continue throughout their 
lives. 

To effectively develop a love 
of learning in our children, our role 
is to stimulate their naturd curioei- 
ty. In her book, / Learn Better By 
Teaching Myeelf (Home Education 
Press, 1990), homeschooling mother 
Agnes Leistico states, ’"The old say- 
ing, Tou can lead a horse to water, 
but you can’t make him drink,* ex- 
presses the futility of forcing a stu- 
dent to learn something when she 
does not think she can succeed and/ 
or she is just not interested in the 
topic.” Success comes not from forc- 
ing a rigid curriculum on a child, 
but rather from opening the mind to 
questioning, to exploring possibili- 
ties, and to the joy of learning. 

There are steps we can take 
to enhance our children's learning 
skills: 

Encourage reading. Start read- 
ing to your children when they are 
bi^es and read to them every day. 
After they learn to read by them- 
selves, they will still ei\joy the sto- 
ries they can’t yet master on their 
own. Give them a free rein in what 
they choose to read. Even books that 
you may feel have no literary merit 
can be surprising tools for learning. 
I have never censored a book in my 
home. If I don't approve of a book 
personally, I explain the reasons to 




Make frequent trips to the li- 
brary. Help your children select 
books related to their interests, 
such as hobbies, pets, or famous 
people. Teach them how to use the 
card catalog, and as they get older, 
the Reader* $ Guide to Peri^icat Lit* 
erature, the Guide to Books in Prints 
and reference books such as encyclo- 
pedias, The World Almanac, and the 
dictionary. And don’t limit yourself 
to your community library. Intro- 
duce your child to the libraries at 
community colleges and universi- 
ties, and even your local museum. 
Teaching your children how to re- 
search is one of the most valuable 
tools you can give them. 

Encourage problem solving 
and logical thinking. Whether stud- 
ying math, history, or science, relat- 
ing a problem to your children’s in- 
terests will create a natural desire 
to seek a solution. Try to get them 
to think up personal connections. 



use illustrations, analogies, exam- 
ples, and hands-on experience as 
teaching aids. For example, if you 
wanted to teach the skill of classifi- 
cation, you might suggest sorting 
the family laundry into piles and la- 
beling each one (shirts, socks, pants, 
or wash and wear, lights and darks). 
Some hobbies such as collecting 
baseball cards or stamps lend them- 
selves well to classification skills. 

Expose your older children to 
current events. Encourage them to 
think about social, economic, and po- 
litical problems, but be ready to lis- 
ten to some idealistic viewpoints. 
Ask ”Can you tell me your reasons 
for forming that opinion?’ You don’t 
have to agree with your children’s 
viewpoints, but you can respect 
them. 

Control television viewing. It 
is estimated that children watch up 
to 18,000 hours of television by the 
time they a\e 18, and in recent 
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year* programs have become less 
discriminate in the showing of sex 
and violence. There is much criti* 
dsm of television^ but it can also be 
a valuable learning tool. Let the age 
and maturity level of the children 
be a guide in program viewing. Help 
your children select the shows they 
want to see, and then try to watch 
these programs with them so that 
you can discuss important topics 
that might be raised, or pose ques- 
tions to underlying suggestions on 
the show that concern you, such as 
sexism, violence, or prejudices. 

For the older child you might 
find cable stations that transmit lo- 
cal college courses. Even though 
your children are not enrolled in the 
course, the programs can enhance 
their education and even qualify for 
covering the subject to meet high 
school requirements. You can pur- 
chase the accompanying text at the 
college book store. If you make an 
appointment with the professor 
teaching the course and explain 
what you are doing, many of them 
are delighted to recommend appro- 
priate outside projects to accompany 
the studies. 

Talk with, not to, your chil- 
dren. Communication skills are of- 
ten the most difficult to achieve, 
whether with our spouses, our chil- 
dren, or the public. Listen to your 
children when they talk about what 
is important to them. Truly listen- 
ing to children enhances positive 
feelings about themselves and 
teaches them, by example, how to 
listen to parents, siblings, and other 
adults and children. It encourages 
cooperation. Ask them questions, 
and show that you respect their 
opinions, even if you don’t always 
agree with them. Try not to criti- 
cize. instead, point out options. Ask 
them if they have considered other 
particular alternatives, and give 
them the opportunity to mull the in- 
formation over in their minds. Help 
them articulate their feelings and 
be willing to discuss yours. (I really 
felt scared when your father was ill. 
I bet you did, too.”) 

Promote self-esteem. Helping 
children develop positive self- 
esteem is probably the most conse- 
quential thing a parent can do for 
children, because self-esteem is the 
foundation on which children build 



the rest of their lives. Show your 
children that you value them for 
their decency or personality, not for 
grades or comp>etitiveness. Whenev- 
er possible, pve your children the 
opportunity to m^e decisions that 
idPTect themselves, pai^cularly in ar- 
eas of their education. 

Emphasize the positive 
things they do, not the bad. Give 
ample praise, a special privilege or 
increased responsibility for a job 
well done. Responsibilities make 
children feel useful and valued. 

Teach your children the value 
of negotiation and compromise so 
that they can learn the importance 
of being a team player and the abili- 
ty to see the 
’’whole picture.” 

Children with 
high self-esteem 
are able to 
make good deci- 
sions, take 
pride in their 
accomplishment 
s, accept re- 
sponsibility and 
cope with frus- 
tration. 

Set a 
good example. If 
you are enthu- 
siastic about 
learning and 
show that you 
value educa- 
tion, your chil- 
dren will, also. 

As your chil- 
dren’s primary 
model for atti- 
tudes and learn- 
ing skills, you 
are al ways 
teaching. 

Maintain 
a sense of hu- 
mor. It helps 
everyone keep 
perspective on 
what is important and what isn’t. 
Let your children know that you feel 
good about yourself and your accom- 
plishments, that you take pride in 
yourself as an individual and as a 
parent. Also, let them see that you 
can make mistakes and can learn 
from them. Express your values, but 
go beyond telling them to ”do this 
because its the right thing to do.” 



Describe the experiences that 
helped you form your beliefs, the 
reason behind your feelings. Let 
your children see that you treat 
them and other people with respect 
and courtesy. Remember, children 
do leam by example. 

It will also help to recognize 
your children’s, personal learning 
style. Do they leam better by ver- 
bal, visual or tactile stimulation? Do 
they need more structure to disci- 
pline themselves or more flexibility 
to hold their interest? 

The late John Holt, who has 
been called the father of interest- 
initiated learning, believed that 
there is a common pattern in the, 
way children 
leam. He ob- 
served that chil- 
dren alternate 
cycles of rapid 
learning with pe- 
riods of reflec- 
tion. He claimed 
that these pat- 
terns could be 
neither predict- 
ed, nor con- 
trolled, and that 
children, given 
the opportunity, 
will successfully 
direct their own 
learning. In How 
Children Learn 
(1983), John Holt 
wrote, ’’All I am 
saying can be 
summed up in 
two words: Trust 
children. Noth- 
ing could be 
more simple, or 
more difficult. 
Difficult, because 
to trust children 
we must first 
leam to trust 
ourselves, and 
most of us were 
taught as children that we could not 
be trusted.” 

Perhaps, then, the best way 
we can help our children is to pro- 
vide an environment of love and en 
couragement conducive to learning 
and then to trust their individual 
learning pattern and natural curios- 
ity. 
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NATURAL LEARNING by Joanne Brugmans 



Nfl.turaJ learning ali ll feels^ight for us 
our children 's ages are now 8AA. 

These days a great value seems to be 
placed on things being ''natural*' as 
opposed to refined, processed or artificial 
and it also feels appropriate for me to 
follow natural approaches with regard to 
my children's education. I see that 
learning happens all the time if my 
children feel safe, happy and confident. 

No matter where we are or what we are 
doing my children are learning. I should 
not concern myself if this learning 
parallels the learning school children 
are doing. However as schools are trying 
to get children to learn many things 
they would naturally learn anyway 
(particularly in the primary years) 
there are in fact many parallels. As for 
those learning areas where some people 
feel worried children would never learn 
unless "schooled". I say wait and see. it is 
very likely that at some stage in their 
lives those areas will be of relevance and 
interest to them and if not 1 don't see any 
reason for them to learn those things. 

I never feel that because one day my 
children might go to school I'd better 
make sure they "keep up" now. If 
something major ever happens in our 
lives and school is a necessity, they will 
cope. Children arc very resilient and 
manage to cope with many difficulties 
when faced with them. I've recently met 
a family where this has happened and 
although it was rough going for a few 
weeks the children eventually all settled 
in well. 

As our natural learning approach 
progresses 1 can see many benefits 
relating to my children's developments, 
relationships within our family, 
confidence in learning, attitudes to 
learning, maintaining acceptable family 
stress levels and generaJ happiness and 
freedom for us all. All these pluses help 
keep us on the naturaJ learning home 
education trail. 

Real learning, that my children do 
naturally happens continually. If they 
are interested they learn Being 
interested is 1 feel, a major influence - 
learning cannot help but follow As my 
children have been following their own 
curiosities since birth this style of 
learning is no effort and is simply a part 
of living in this world. 

It seems interesting to me that every 
normal healthy child, learns using 
natural learning methods, how to walk or 
22 Ik for example, until age 5 or so and 



then a severe percentage fail in an area 
such as reading or maths after a few 
years of bein g ' schooled" 

I never pull a topic out of thin air and 
say "this week we will learn about kings 
and queens", for example. Learning does 
not happen like that here . We live, we 
follow our interests and we share time 
with each other. If a child wants to know 
about kings and queens there will be a 
reason - something will have inspired 
them and it will be a natural part of my 
parenting to assist that child in ways I 
can to help answer those questions and 
inspire more learning. It is the same as 
when a child learns to w'alk. Parents 
show natural encouragement and 
interest, play with the child and enjoy 
the whole process, e.g. "sec if you can 
walk to daddy, now over to me. Oh 
Lerrificl". 

I also try to involve myself in 
learning experiences that I really enjoy 
and not to take part in activities I'm not 
keen on. 

All my reading and meeting with 
other home educating families, all my 
interaction with children and adults who 
have been schooled, my own experience 
of school teaching and my observations 
of natural Jearning situations have led 
me to the conclusion that natural 
learning is an extremely pleasant and 
efficient way to learn. 

I also have my own life to lead and 
though parenting is a big part of it. 
spending several hours each day 
"homeschooling" my children is not (not 
that I mean this approach should not be 
an option for other families). It is 
important for me to have my own needs 
met and then I can give a great deal to 
my children. MosUy they play, do things 
for themselves, share time with me as I 
do things, go on outings, listen to books 
being read, look at and read books on 
their own. talk, ask questions, interact 
with each other, spend time with other 
adults and children and of course more. 
Jaap (my husband) and I are here to put 
in our energies when we feel it is 
appropriate. We answer our children's 
questions, we tell them of things we 
think of. hear about or sec that we feel 
may be of interest to them We involve 
them in experiences we think they'll j 
enjoy Ve share our lives with them. | 

...and our children are developing and * 
growing into responsible intelligent 
people who are making their own lives 
for themselves even now as they are 
quite young. 
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NATURAL LEARNING WORKSHOP 

conducted by Jo-Anne Beime 



COST $5 per adult attending. 

R.S.V.P. by phone by SlstJanuaiy on 02 629 3727 . 

Please leave your phone number in case we need to contact you. 
VENUE: Woodstock Community Center Church St Burwo^ 
TIME: 1 - 5 P.M. 

CHILDREN: Most welcome if they are breast-fed or quiet and 
supervised, there is a wonderful play area outside and shade. 



0Discussio9{frapic$ 

* IndizMuat teaming styCes - xvfiat's 
yours, what art your chitdrensF 

* ^HFhat witt natural teaming mean 
tong term? 

* To(ptoding the myth cf the school 
model of teaming. 

* 'Discussion of some of the material 
zoritten on natural teaming. 

* A natural teaming approach - a 
real dife pregranu 




Some of the obvious questions that come up about ‘natural learning’ include ihc following: 

1 . How can you guarrantec that children will learn anything if you let them direct ihe learning? i.e. You 
don’t really believe, do you, that kids, will choose to do reading, writing, grammar, spelling, history and 
arithmetic, surely they must be made to do these things? 

2. How can you possibly structure a day to fit in all the things that need to be done, if you have more than 
one child and they arc all leading you around in different directions at the same time pursuing their own 
natural learning? 

3. Won’t natural learning lead to undisciplined learning and how will such people ever gel a job? i.e 
Children flitting from subject to subject and never getting to the bottom of anything, or even the opposite 
- becoming loo involved in one subject and never seeing the whole larger learning picture. 
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PROGRAMMING 



One of the most common enquiries I field on 
homeschooling is "How do 1 know what to 
teach?" While all education systems in each 
state probably have certain goals that they 
aim all school children to achieve by certain 
stages, the fact is that edix:ation, beyorKi the 
3 R’s and what to leach" is politicised and full 
of value judgements. 

Whether you purchase a pre-packaged 
curriculum with Christian or alternative 
philosophies or whether you borrow or design 
a "school-type” or unschooling type program 
to teach from you are making statements 
about what you want your children to know 
artd learn just as a state education system 
does. 

You may feel that you want your children to 
learn reading by a 'phonics’ method or to 
approach maths calculations from a solid 
base of table learning. On the other hand you 
might make your program emphasise 
practical learning before book learning e.g. 
lots of shopping transactions to understand 
the value of money and experience real 
addition and subtraction arxi/or assuming that 
reading will come if a child lives in an 
environment with books and is read to very 
often. 

There is no one way to write a program and it 
seems to me that investigating which way 
suits both you and your child and evolving a 
program over the years to meet your needs 
is the very best way to get yourself some 
professional development - i.e. a short cut to 
a degree in real learning. Homeschoolers are 
at the forefront of original learning because 
they are primarily concerned with what is 
“good for their children" and are quite 
prepared to do things different from the norm. 

Please remember that if you are really 
concerned with developing the individual 
learning potential of your child that there is no 
one "purchased" program you should be 
using and no standard ideal from which to 
copy. Your own program is the best program. 
However for those people who would like to 
look at the program of an experienced 
homeschooier Robyn Mikhaiel has kindly 
offered to share hers with us. 



Program of learning for 
Hannah and Naomi Mikhaiel 



PHILOSOPHY 

Since our program for Hannah and Naomi is lo be oriented 
toward their learning rather than toward what we intend lo 
teach them, I feel that it is inappropriate for me to map out a 
detailed course of study for 1992. In the 3 years that we have 
been teaching Hannah at home, I have observed that children 
learn best the things in which they are either interested or see 
some real value in, whether that purpose be immediate or of 
future value. 

The enthusiasm of myself or others also can have some 
influence as well. It seems to me that children do not 
necessarily want to know everything about a subject or topic 
at one time but rather tliat they approach learning in a rather 
unpredictable way, and il is more like the way one might 
approach a jigsaw puzzle. Isolated bits are examined; 
relationships between bits are suddenly seen after examining 
individual bits and comparing them from different 
perspectives. One jumps from one part of the picture to 
another as other bits lake one's interest, but gradually the 
whole thing begins to come together to form a meaningful 
picture. 

The more sections completed, the quicker the growth of the 
whole becomes, but often there are some pieces that are left 
and returned to lime and again before their relevance can be 
seen. Everyone uses different strategies to pul the pieces 
together, but given time and an incentive plus the necessary 
encouragement and sometimes help from others, the picture 
usually emerges, assuming that all the pieces are available or 
can be found of course! 




24 AUSTRALIAN HOMESCHOOL JOURNAL ‘JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1992 

O 

ERIC 



53 



Part of Robyn 
Mlkhaiel's Program 
continued 



Thus it is our aim, not to prescribe 
what Hannah and Naomi should 
leam and how and when, but rather 
to foster their desire to make sense 
of the world by recognising and 
valuing their strategies and aking 
sure the pieces are there by giving 
them access to materials, people and 
any other resources and helping 
them develop the skills necessary 
for them to practise those su^ategies 
as well. We would also aim to give 
them as broad an experience of life 
as would seem appropriate and 
helpful for their age and ability to 
cope. 

We recognise of course that the 
"picture of life” is a complex one 
and we would be very arrogant in 
assuming that we can know or find 
all the necessary bits, but we also 
believe that God has a purpose for 
our lives and the lives of our 
children, as part of our family and as 
part of the wider community and so 
we endeavour also to encourage our 
children to know this as a frame of 
reference in all their growth and 
learning. Knowing, just for the sake 
of knowing can be rather futile, but 
knowing so as to be able to grow to 
maturity and use one's abilities for 
the highest purpose is indeed a 
worthwhile thing. 



If you would like 
to share your 
program please 
send it to 

Jo-Anne Beirne 
P.O. Box 420 
Kellyville 2153 




SPECIFIC SUBJECT AIMS: 

MATHFMATICS 



General Aims: 

*To give Hannah and Naomi the opportunity to develop sound 
mathematical understandings and skills, building on their previous 
skills and knowledge. 

*To demonstrate the application of mathematics to the real world, thus 
recognising the relevence and importance of the study of the same. 
Method 

*The N.S.W. syllabus is our basic guide to aeqaint us with the scope of 
mathematical concepts and helpful approaches to gaining understanding 
of these concepts. 

*We use a combination of oral, practical and written stategies, 
sometimes using a variety of workbooks, but wherever possible using 
real life situations and examples to stress the purpose of maths as a 
tool rather than an end in itself. 



PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Aims 

*To allow Hannah and Naomi opportunities to develop social skills and 
attitudes, through interaction with family, friends and neighbours, and 
other children and adults in informal and formal situation. Such skills 
should include: 

‘Tolerance of other points of view and ways of behaving. 

‘Caring about others, even the "unlovely*. 

‘Sharing of possessions, attention, skills and ideas. 

‘Ability to express ideas and opinions thoughtfully and clearly. 
‘Responsibility in care of possessions, suitable household tasks, 
general helpfulness, unselfishness and cooperation. 

‘Discernment in dealing with "unknown" people. 

‘Realistic view of self and others. 

*A firm set of personal moral and spiritual values, based on increasing 
knowledge of God and the Bible. 

Activities through which these aims mav be achieved. 

‘Family life in the home and community. 

‘Regular attendance at Church and Sunday school. 

•Regular attendance at Girls Club. 

‘Visit and be visited by relatives in Sydney and country. 

‘Visits with other groups in church and camp/conference situations. 
‘Visits to and from families associated with our work (including 
Australian. Iranian, Philipino, Turkish. Syrian families) 

‘Play with neighbours' children. 

‘Meet with other families who are homeschooling their children, in 
arranged joint activities and on a purely social basts 
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ROBYN MIKHAIELS^ PROGRAM continued. 



MUSIC 

Aims: 

•To encourage a positive attitude towards music 

•To help Hannah and Naomi develop the aural capacities, understandings 
and skills which make possible: 

•response to music in an individual way, 

•active participation in music, which includes enthusiastic and 
sensitive performance, 

•awareness and appreciation of various cultural traditions, past music 
traditions and present practices, 

•increased enjoyment of music. 

•To provde opportunities for Hannah and Naomi to learn through 
participation in musical activities at a level consistent with their 
developmental needs and interests. 

Objectives: 

•Develop the ability to listen with awareness and discrimination. 
•Understand the inter-relation of experiences in performing, creating 
and listening. 

•participate confidently in performance through singing, playin^'. a 
moving, with opportunities to develop a range of performance ski s c 
techniques as a means of both expressing and interpreting. 

•Develop awareness of sound as a raw material which can ^ 

appreciated In itself, or organised into compositions. 

•Understand how others have worked with sou 

•Develop self-direction, self-motivation and the creative sk.Us * 
improvisation and composition. 

•Acquire a knowledge of musical vocabulary as the need arises. 

•Develop understanding and techniques in the use of symbols usee 
notate sounds, as the need arises. 

•To express and communicate through music, her ideas, feelings 
beliefs. 

•Evaluate their own music and the music of others in context. 

•achieve a sense of satisfaction and enjoyment through wo"- 
creatively! 

‘View their own music activities as worthwhile. . (Music K-6, p '! 



SCIENCE 
General Aim<^- 

to involve Hannah and Naomi in as much direct observation of 
the environment and processes at work in the environment as 
possible so as to allow them to gain understanding of 
•the variety in living things 
•the characteristics of living things 
•the needs of living things 
•change 
•adaptation 
•interdependence 

•To look at these concepts in •the living world 

•the physical world 
and •the world of people and the 

environment. 

•We will follow the children's natural interests where 

observation and experiment where possible 

nP^PccIr^'^TK resourses where possible and o 

necessary This usually leads us to fmding out about lots of 
things we did not know about or know that we would be 
n erested in. it is a very exciting field of discovery.especial'/ 
or me. who never had an opportunity to study biology before! 
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HOMESCHOOLING 
SUPPORT GROUPS 
AND EVENTS 

Australian Capital Territory 

Canberra Home Education Network Claire Powell 06 

251 6663 & Jo Boehm 06 248 5962 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

Blue Mountains music/art group Rosa Gcenen first 
meeting 3rdFeb 047 396403 

Burwood Homeschoolers Group first meeting 13th Feb 
Ann White 045 712 107 
Camden group Sue Dowey 046311180 
Carlingford/North Rocks - Frances Calvert 871 8497 
Central Coast Group Activities - contact Peter or Lily 
Ncsbitt-Hawes (043) 621473 first meeting 16h Feb 
Goulbum group Sharon Bell 048 219403 
Homeschoolers Australia Preparing a program/ 
curriculum Woodstock Community Center I8th January 
1992. Natural Learning Workshop -Woodstock 
Community Centre 1st February 1992. 

Moss Vale Group contact Sue McAulay 048 681 094 
Newcastle Group Carolyn Arthur 049 665098 
Nimbin group Joanne Brugmans 066 897473 
Northern Svdnev 10th Feb Elizabeth Or 856900 
North Western Svdnev Group Roz Hancock 627 1 308 
Quirindi Homeschoolers Lynn Cherry 067 462284 
Southern Svdnev Homeschool Group Debbie 
Armanious first meeting 6th Feb 02 529 2032 
Western Svdnev - Rhonda Pritchard 673 3821 29. 1 .92 
Wollongong Groun Robyn Brodal 042 840 512 



QUEENSLAND 

EMU PARK (near Rockhampton) HOMESCHOOL 
WEEKEND 5-8 June contact Kathy Boles 2 Richard St, 
Emu Park 4702 



TASMANIA 

John & Camille Peacock 134, Main Rd, Claremont 7011 
002492 369 

Georgie Holdemess Roddam 155 Main Rd, Austin's 
Ferry 7011.002 491 579 

VICTORIA 

Hawthorn Regular meetings are held at the A.E.R.G. 
office 39 William Sl Victoria 3122 
03 818-3674 

Mt Waverley - Families Honouring Christ John 
Angelico 03 543 5237 

NOWA NOWA HOMF.SCHOOL WEEKEND Labour 
Day Weekend March 1992 contact Rose Tresvaskis 
051 557 242 

Werrihee - Christian Family Homeschool Assoc. Frank 
Marrett03 741 1490 

PRACTICAL HQMESCHOQLING CONFERENCE 
1 5.2.92 l0-5p.m contact Frank Marrett. 

Yaira Valley group Karen Williams 059 669 063 

WEST AUSTRALIA 

Home Ba.sed Learners Network - Perth newsletter Sue 
Warner 13Coongun AveGreenmount 6056. Enquiries 
Elva 09 307 1232 and Anita 09 401 7546. 

Rainbow Coast Homeschoolers Gina Wright 87 

Scotsdale St Denmark 098 481671 

Sonlight Homeschoolers Karen Lortey 097 31 1 817. 



If you l(nozo of other hotmschooC groups zoho xooutd 
Uhf to he included on this [ist ptease teU me. 



Anne Sullivan, Helen Keller's mentor and 
friend, said, *1 am beginning to suspect ail 
elaborate and special systems of education. 
They seem to me to be built upon the 
supposition that every child is a kind of idiot 
who must be taught to think. Wherea'". U the 
child is left to himself, he will think more and 
better, if less showily. Let him come and go 
freely, let him touch real things and combine 
his intpressions for himself, instead of 
sitting indoors at a little round table while a 
sweet voiced teacher suggests that he build 
a stone wall with his wooden blocks, or 
make a rainbow out of strips of coloured 
paper, or plant straw trees in flower pots. 
Such teaching fills the mind with artificial 
associations which must be got rid of before 
the child can develop independent ideas out 
of actual experiences." 

Quoted from an article by Earl Stevens 
titled What is unschooling ? 
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My favourite 
homeschool reading 

The Home School Reader (Edited M. & 
H. Hegener), I Learn better by Teaching 
Myself (A. Leistico), Home Education 
Magazine (bimonthly) 

Available from Home Education Press, 
Box 1083 Tonasket WA 98855; U.S.A. 
Ph:509 486 1315 

Learning all the Time, Shared 
Treasures, Teach Your Own (J. Holt); 
Better than School, Child's Work (N 
Wallace) A Life Worth Living, The 
Myth of Learning Disabilities (S. 

Sheffer) (J.W.S (bimonthly) 

Available from John Holt's Book & Music- 
Store, 2269 Massachusetts Ave, 

Cambridge Mass 02140 U.S.A. Ph, 617 
864 3100 

Schooling at Home (Edited P. O'Mara ) 
Available from John Muir publications, 
P.O. Box 613, Santa Fe, NM 87504 U.S.A 
Mothering Magazine (bimonthly) 

P.O. Box 532 Mt. Morris, IL 61054-7856 

The Three R's at Home (S.Richman ) 
Available PA Homeschoolers RD 2, Box 
1 17, Kittanning, PA 16201; Ph 412-783 
6512. 

Homeschooling for Excellence (Colfax) 
Available from Mountain House Press, 
Box 353, Philo CA, 95466.U.S.A 

Homeschool Burnout, Homestyle 
Teaching, Home Spun Schools, Home 
Grown Wds (R & D Moore) 

Available from The Moore Foundation 
P.O. Box 1 C^amas WA 98607 U.S.A 

For the Children's Sake (S. Shaeffer 
Macaulay) 

Available from Crossway Books 9825 W. 
Roosevelt Rd. Westchester, IL 60153 
U.S.A. Ph.312 345 7474 



ARTWORK of John Holt and The Moores 
copied from Home Education Magazine - P.O. 
Box 1083 Tonasket WA 98855 U.Sj\ 
Trapkus, Stuffelbeam & Civile 




' ' DR- 4 KRS. RAYl-\0Nt> KOORE 
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NEWS & INFORMATION 



SUPPORT GROUPS AND NETWORK 
INFORMATION. 

Humble apologies are in order for all the ”lost, forgotten 
or mislaid” entries that missed the Support Group 
information page in the last issue. 

1. Can I really have forgotten the excellent ”Homeschool 
Network newsletter”? (considering I subscribe myself) 
and the excellent work Anne White and many others do 
facilitating meetings/functions/leaming days at 
Burwood. Of course people travel from all over to get to 
the networks events and it is not just a Burwood 
meeting. I believe the new editors of the newsletter are 
Barbara Braethen & Lyn Keen, more details as they 
come to hand. The address ftx* subscription details is still 
(I think) Anne White P.O. Box 71 North Richmond. 

2. Maureen Tully is the editor of a magazine called 
”Welcome Home Australia” P.O. Box 768 Jamison 
Centre ACT 2614. This newsletter is for Christian 
women, homeschoolers and families "who believe that 
all Scripture including Titus 2: 3-S, is the inspired and 
infallible word of God and constitutes completed and 
final revelation.” Subscription $20/year/family. 

Maureen also organises a support group in Canberra. 

3. 1 incorrectly put in Sue Dowey's group as Camden 
area it should have been Macarthur area. Her phone 
number is 046 311180. 

RESOURCES 

The N.S.W E>epartment of Education publishes a book 
tilled Learning Resources Catalogue, This publication 
details the K- 12 materials available for sale that have 
been initiated and developed by teachers for classroom 
use. It also lists an extensive range of professional 
development material, publications & videos from the 
Department and other sources in areas such as craft, 
drama, health studies, maths, music, science, social 
studies, visual art. home economics, languages etc. For 
more detals please contact The Curriculum and 
Resources Management Centre 3a Smalls Rd North 
Ryde or ring 808 9444. 

EDUCATION RESOURCE CENTERS 
If you are interested to see more of the resources, 
computers, equipment and texts etc. used in the school 
system don’t forget to consult the front of your white 
pages directory page 52 (Sydney) for details of your 
local Education Resource Centre (E.R.C.) you are very 
welcome to go visit them in business hours. 



HOMESCHOOL CHILDREN’S NEWSLETTER 

A couple of years ago I had the idea to get the older 
homeschoo! group of children to start a newsletter to 
mail among themselves that required minimal cost, adult 
intervention and work. The idea was to encourage them 
to get to know each other and develq> their creative 
talents. There were no specific requirements or 
competitions merely a sharing of thoughts, ideas, 
puzzles, games, jokes, drawings, autobiographies etc. 
The process entailed getting together a list of 
approximately 12 families who had int^osted children. 
giv;ng each a copy of the months that they were to be 
responsible for editing and mailing the newsletter and 
then let it run its course. It was extremely successful for 
the first 18 months and has started again recently, after a 
hiatus, through the industrious efforts of Susan 
McAulay. When it is your turn the cost works out as 
postage 12x standard size envelqjes + 12x45c stamps + 
the cost of photocopying approx 12x4 sheets of paper 
back and front, once a year (usually around $20). Lots of 
good learning experiences are involved including 
mastering the photocopier, being responsible for the end 
product, purchasing stamps, addressing mail etc. 

Four families arc already interested in getting another of 
these newsletters going, so if you would like to join them 
please ring Catherine Errey 043 621 779 and leave your 
name address and the age of your children and she will 
get the first one up and going. 

CURRICULUM REQUIREMENTS FOR N.S.W 
SCHOOLS 

The Board of Studies on 925 81 1 1 has available (cost?) 
an excellent booklet titled TIurriculum Requirements 
forN,S,W. Schools" it is the Board’s advice to schools 
about the impiementation of new requirements taking 
effect from 1992. Including ♦Guidelines K-6 
♦Guidelines for the School Certificate ♦ Patterns of 
Study for the Higher School Certificate ♦Timeline for 
the Introduction of new syllabuses ♦Course descriptions 
for new courses for 1992. 

THE GREATER WESTERN EDUCATION 
CENTRE (G.W.E.C)Suite2, 204 Queen St St. Mary's 
2760 produces many good publications. One that I have 
used a great deal is the Excursion Register 1985 which 
was developed for the use of Met West teachers 
planning excursions. I think all homeschoolers would 
find it very useful for both planning and finding out the 
existence of many educational places off the beaten 
track. 
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SHELLEY AUTUMN 
HOMESCHOOL CAMP 
20th-28Ui APRIL. 

Shelley is a forestry camp 8S km 
east of Wodonga. 

Cost: $4.20/night/person, children 
under 4 free. 

Facilities 80 persons in two long 
buildings, camping possible. 
Activities: Great scope. 
Co-ordinator Janet Barnett (060) 
216950 

Booking Fee $5. 

For an A4 page with many more 
details please send a self addressed 
stamped wivelope to P.O. Box 420 
Kellyville 2153 and 1*11 post you a 
copy of what Joanne Brugmans 
sent to me otherwise ring or write to 
Janet Barnett 2/195 Alexandra St. 
Albury 2640. 

GETTING TO KNOW THE 
World's Greatest Artists 
An imposing name for a series of 
books and quite well deserved. 
Aimed at 6-10 year olds these 
books, from Chicago Children*s 
Press, are written and illustrated by 
Mike Venezia and are well worth a 
look as a great introduction, for 
interested children, to da Vinci, 
Monet tec. The reproductions are 
superb. 

THE EVERYDAY LIFE OF: 
an Irish Pilgrim, German printer, 
English engineer, Greek potter etc. 
etc. When these easy to read & 
interesting hist(»y books came out a 
couple of years ago they were 
around $17.95 each. Now I notice 
K-Mart has them and all the books 
in the **MacDonald country series** 
on special in hard back for $2 each. 

AUSTRALIAN FEDERATION 
FOR THE FAMILY 
This excellent hard working 
organisation is tirelessly devoted to 
the elimination of pornographic and 
violent videos, magazines, movies 
etc. in Australia. If anyone is 
interested in helping them in their 
fight, through any number of ways 
including prayerful support 1 



recommend their dedication, 
honesty and effectiveness most 
highly. Just as you have become an 
educaUK you can become a strong 
voice in speaking out against the 
degradation of pornography. For 
more deatils please send a self 
addressed stamped envelope to 
AusL Fed. for the Family P.O. Box 
106 Canterbury Victoria 3126. 

LETTERS 

GWEN ANDERSON 
Just wanted to drqp you a short note 
to thank you so much for your help, 
and all you*re putting in to the 
seminars, meetings & journal. I do 
really ^preciate it, as for me 
personally it has helped me 
understand a lot better how to 
explain what I've been doing all 
these years. Even though I have 
been homeschooling a long time I 
feel in no way experienced or that I 
know it all, it has been exciting to 
see how much more there is to learn. 
The seminar on "Writing a 
Program** was very helpful, 
especially for my teenagers- mainly 
in helping us get a beuer "handle" 
on it and more direction. And with 
the Natural Learning Workshop of 
Feb. 1st the kids and I are having 
lots more fun and excitement just in 
seeing more possibilites for us to 
"learn** the things they want- a 
couple of them are all excited again 
about continuing their Japanese 
language studies & characters 
practise which they had wearied of 
in the last couple of years. A recent 
"Australian History" excursion to 
Parramatta*s Old Government 
House that I planned, turned into 
quite an exciting study of 
handcrafts, embroidery and 
needlework ideas for my two girls 
and a stimulating science lesson on 
how the whale oil lamps, kitchen 
flues, and implements operated. It 
was a real "hands on" experience. It 
even became an exercise in deciding 
1k)w to adapt our own kitchen to 
energy-saving ideas. I can see Uiat 
I*m the main one who is learning 



how to change and adapt to where 
the kids want to go. I was impressed 
to see Don Haddon at the Feb. 1st 
meeting, he seems open to things 
and an interested, normal aiKl 
reasonable person. I guess it was a 
little like you mentioned in a recent 
article that never having met anyone 
from the Department everything 
was a little bit unknown to me ! 
Again, many thanks. 

JULIE PINAZZA, ML KembU 
Just wanted to let you know how 
much I appreciate the work you 
have put into publishing the 
Homeschool Journal. It is a very 
professional publication which I 
hi've enjoyed reading immensly. It 
is stimulating to have a journal 
contributed to by our colleagues. 
The access to resources and 
awareness of other publications is 
also great Hope you are having a 
great year of learning with your 
childien. After the Guggenheim 
exhibition our boys are having real 
fun creating masterpieces. May God 
Bless you and your family. 

MARG PONTIN Albany WA, 

Hi ! Just a quick note to say thank 
you for your support and 
encouragement I wanted to write to 
say hello because it was you I 
contacted in the first place when I 
considered homeschooling two 
years ago. I took my Year 2 
daughter out of school in 1991 and 
homcschooled last year. I had a lot 
of ups and downs, mainly trying to 
fit it in with a new baby (my 4th) 
and a kindy child. Also, my 
daughter and I tussle with issues of 
authority and control and it is not 
easy. However, as I was on the point 
of giving up your AHJ arrived and I 
saw an advert, for ’Homeschool 
Burnout * b y Raymond and Dorothy 
Moore. I ordered it and read it 
within days. It turned me around 
and gave me just the encouragement 
to continue on this year. I would 
highly recomniend this book to 
anyone. Keep up the good work ! 
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Science " Resource Information & Workshop 



Sifisemary (Board of StwGes 

Autitorisedytrsoti, has Bun co-on&nadng a 
suptrB scknu resource to accomparty the %:& 
Scienu and*Techtu)CqgySy(hiBus andHacfttug 
dQt. ft consists cf an amazittyfy cheap tHdeo and 
80 page Booh. TJhe whoU product is erf an 
incrediBfy high standard and my chiCdren have 
ready etyoyed the video and a coupCe of the issues 
pursued so far, through the (HfsearchHif ports. 

ShonaSadher, who is herseCf a scientist , 
toCd me she was parHcufarfy impressed with the 
references fisted under each topic, for instanu if 
you or your children are interested in Bats, (PTfT 
recycUng, streams, communications, geothermaC 
power, solar homes, the platypus, shore tvatchirg, 



saviiy the Bush etc. the Bocditells you where W 
unite for more info, as wed as giving an overview, 
ft is most up to date and the presentations By the 
ChonnelT^ne 'Earthquest people are ercfedent. 

*Ihis resouru cotddeasdy Be used By 
homeschoaCers over a large age range andmany 
years, yet is less than the priu of a standard single 
year teretBooh, dhe reason it is so cheap is that the 
presenters, cO'Ordinators, Sanitarium & Channels 
donated dreir services and the only cast involved is 
production cost, (ft is also printed on recycled 
paper) . f highly recommend this as agreat science 
resouru. 

for more details or to purchase please 
contact the (Board cf Studies . 




SCHOOL VIDEO fi. RESEARCH REPORTS 

Qjest is d series enAPonmer.teJprofi-»Tts preserved nationaffy on 

Nine Network by fes leading ne^s and current affairs persona’Ues. 

Se^en fascinating segments on the Environment are featured in the Earth Quest School Vide* • 
The, ha^e been specifcaHy chosen to accompa'^ the Earth Quest Rcsea^xh Reports bookie*. 
The complete kit complements the K*6 Science and Technology SyTabus and Teaching K,*. 

A: 55 00 (videoj and S6 50 IRcsearch Reports bockietj plus postage and packing, the Eart*. 
Quest kit provides excepbona* value for an excellent teaching resource. 

To order the Ea'th Quest School Video please complete and return with your payment tc 
Sales Oerk 

Communicabons Branch 
Board of Studies 
POBox 4B0 

North Sydney P05S 
Phone 102)925 8111 



Please supply: 



Cod- No. 


Title 


Quantity Required 


Pnc« 


2500C20 


Ea'th Quest School Video 






25CXX)30 


Earth Quest Reseaxh Reports 






Package B Postage. Please add S2 00 for one item 

S5 CXD for two or more items 

TOTAL S 









f enebs? a cheque/money o*der for S made payeble to the Board of Stud*es'. 

Name- 

Add-ess- 

Postcode: 

Date (Pie esc allow 21 day-s for delivery) Phone ( ) 

(business hours) 

Please send me further informabon on the K-6 
Science & Technology Syflabus and Teaching Kit. 



1 DEVELOPING A SCIENCE 
' CURRICULUM for your 
i HOMESCHOOL 

2 hour Science Workshop 
WEDNESDAY 3RD JUNE 1992 

Ro& inary Hafner, from the Board of Studies, has 
kindly volunteered to talk to interested 
homeschoolers about the process involved in 
designing and creating a workable approach to 
teaching your child science. (As well as her 
background as an inspector of school programs 
with the Board of Studies. Rosemary is an 
experienced high school science teacher.) 

VENUE: Woodstock Community Centre - 
Ballroom Church St. Burwood 

j 

' DATE ; Wed. 3rd JUNE TIME: 10.30 a.m. 

COST: $2 per person. All welcome. 

R,S, V,P: We must have some idea of numbers 
before 31st May please CONTACT Marj 
Tabemer on 868 1218 

J 
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LEGAL UPDATES 



VICTORIA 

Annette Berryman and others from 
AJE.R.0 were responsible for 
organising a seminar in conjunction 
with the Education Faculty at 
Melbourne University on 23/2/92 
entitled ’’The Education (Out of 
School Education) Bill 4s it really 
necessary?” 

The idea of this seminar was to 
encourage people from both the 
homeschooling and alternative 
schooling movement to become 
informed on all the issues to do with 
the proposed legislation and indeed 
to consider with what legislation 
they can live. It was well attended 
and represents a Hrst step along the 
exhausting but fulfilling road of 
negotiating legislative and 
administrative change. 

I really encourage everyone to 
support all those groups in Victoria 
who are endeavouring to make 
change happen (The list of groups is 
to be found in AHJ 32). In the next 
few weeks there will be an 
advertisement in The Age 
newspaper inviting submissions on 
the issue. 1 hope that many people 
fmd the time and energy to tell our 
elected officials exactly what they 
want 

QUEENSLAND 

Bob Osmak has sent a copy of 
information he received from the 
Minister that states that all the 
issues that Osmak» Beirne, Foster 
and Marker have been writing to the 
Minister about will be attended to at 
the next meeting of the Home 
Schooling Review Committee. 
While this may seem a positive step 
forward it isn’t necessarily, as this 
Committee actually has no 
homeschooling members or real 



knowledge of the practice of home 
education. Rather it is the arbitei of 
who shall receive **dispensations** 
and who shall not. 

No home educators, to our 
knowledge, have ever been allowed 
to address this Committee despite 
specific requests to do so. However 
we will not be giving up the fight to 
obtain for all Queensland parents 
(rather than just qualified teachers 
or those using the Dist Educ. 
program) the right to have 
homeschooling recognised as a 
legitimate education option. 1 have 
prepared a detailed submission and 
the Minister and the members of the 
Committee have been sent copies. 
We have not attempted to approach 
it from a discrimination or through 
the Parliamentary Commissioner 
Act yet but this may well be our 
next move. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

1. It has become common 
knowledge that around 130 children 
of Plymouth Brethren have been 
given conscientious objection status 
by our enlightened Minister for 
Education and been allowed to use 
the Distance Education materials 
despite living in the suburbs. Many 
religious groups have deep concerns 
about the literature component of 
the English syllabus in high school 
and it is an indication of the 
intelligence and sympathies of the 
Minister that she has recognised and 
listened to her constituents on this 
vital issue. 

2. Goodbye Inspectors !!! 

I am going to try very hard in the 
future in the Journal to call our 
“inspectors" - authorised persons or 
BOSLOs (Board of Studies Liason 
Officers). From all the feedback I 
am receiving it could easily be said 




that in the great majority of cases 
“Authorised persons" and 
“BOSLOs" have totally stepped out 
of all the connotations associated 
with "inspection" and show parents 
all the time that they are flexible, 
reasonable, concerned and 
interested in the programs and 
activities being undertaken by 
competent parents. 

3. Many of the "converts” to 
homeschooling come via "old 
hands” at homeschooling and for 
N.S.W. I would like to remind you 
that it is vitally important to inform 
friends considering the option that 
they get a copy of the Board of 
Studies Application for Registration 
document (925 81 1 1) and READ it 
thoroughly !!! It might look a little 
daunting but it is very valuable, self 
explanatory and essential if you 
intend to be well prepared for the 
BOSLOs visit and receive 
registration. It is my firm conviction 
that if someone can’t read the form 
and do as it requires they are going 
to have a good deal of trouble 
homeschooling their children. 

4. 1 have been informed by at least 
two families that on removing their 
child from school, prior to obtaining 
registration, they have had a good 
deal of trouble with their local 
school principal and Home School 
Liason Officer. The law is most 
specific about children being in 
school before registration, though 
there has always been a "lag time” 
that has enabled the administrative 
undertakings of both sides to occur. 
If you know of anyone who is 
considering taking their child out of 
school you must inform them 
(a) To get their application in to the 
Board as soon as possible. This way 
the good people in there will inform 
the HSLOs and avoid possible 
hassles, (b) To use whatever 
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resources at their disposal , 
especially support groups, to get 
organised as quickly as possible. 

5. We believe the number of 
registered homeschoolers in N.S.W 
is now around 530, showing steady 
growth. 

6. We have heard that the 
Opposition Shadow Minister for 
Education may well try to cause 
some trouble (media ? political?) for 
homeschooling at the instigation of 
an irate relative of a homeschooler. 
While this is a very small matter it 
does not hurt for us all to remember 
that the growth of this education 
option will not be achieved if the 
public becomes of the view that it is 
a frowned upon or dicey alternative. 
If you see anything written that is 
damaging or imputes untruths about 
the option of homeschooling, please 
drop a small note to the person or 
outlet concerned expressing your 
objections. Perhaps those of us in 
Labor electorates ought to try to 
visit with our local members or 
write to them given that the political 
situation in N.S.W at the moment is 
in such flux. 

WEST AUSTRALIA 

Although the decision ultimately 
lies with the Minister to determine 
regular and efficient in W.A., 
Regulation 8 is the ruling which 
govei IS the administration of 
homeschooling. Regulation 8 also 
allows that Disnict Superintendents 
are allowed to administer and grant 
exemptions in their disuicL This is 
an extremely dangerous 
proposition, because it gives 
virtually unlimited power to non 
elected bureaucrats and as could be 
expected a good few discrepancies 
have come to light in relation to this 
matter. For instance 
l.Some families have been allowed 
to sec their inspectors without their 
children being present, though this 
is expressly not allowed under 
Regulation 8. One parent who did 



do this after unwitting advice from a 
local support group was savaged by 
the inspector for not having the 
child present and seen as 
obstructive. 

2. Some families have received 
undated exemptions and no follow 
up visits , yet Regulation 8 states 
that the certificate is only in force 
for a period of one year. 

3. The frequency of visits between 
districts varies enormously (e.g. 
from 1 -3 visits in a year) as does the 
volume of paperwork required. 

4. The District Superintendents 
virtually set themselves above the 
Minister as in a case of complaint 
recently where a letter to the 
Superintendent informing him of a 
complaint before the Minister was 
greeted with a reply to the effect 
that as far as he was concerned his 
ruling still stands. And another 
superintendent wrote on his letter *'I 
refuse my permission....”. We 
should remember that despite the 
fact that superintendents see 
themselves as having total power 
under Regulation 8, fortunately, 
ultimate power still lies with the 
Minister. 

5. All things considered it is my 
belief that the form and 
requirements are not at all bad as 
long as they are not interpreted and 
applied in the heavy handed manner 
that is presently the case.However 
Homeschoolers Australia is still 
petitioning the Minister to meet 
with all homeschooling 
representative groups in W.A. 

The particular family who were in 
dispute with the Department have 
had tlieir case reviewed and a minor 
victory achieved in that they have 
been appointed new inspectors and 
a new District Superintendent to 
oversee the homeschooling. Of 
course while tliis creates a precedent 
and acknowledges the prejudice of 
the past inspectors and old 
superintendent the home visit by 
these new authorities was 
appallingly intimidating and 
extremely difficult - the bureaucrats 



protect their own ! 

TASMANIA 

In the last edition of Home 
Education magazine John Peacock 
of 43, Sharland Ave, New Norfolk 
outlines the Tasmanian 
Government's Recommendations 
for Home Education and asks 
people to comment on them as a 
matter of urgency. I believe that the 
change of government to the 
Liberals should change this option 
somewhat but if you want more 
details or to be more actively 
involved please contact John by 
sending a self addressed stamped 
envelope. 




Media 

On 4th March the crew of 
Buike's Backyard will be 
filming for 4 hours at the 
home of Lynden Jacobi, Len 
McCarthy and Josh, Erin 
axKi Sylvie near Newcastle. 
They have done lots of 
preparation for the big day 
axKi we are really looking 
forward to seeing them on 
the box . On 6th February 
1992 the Beimes had an 
article in the Telegraph 
Mirror that was followed up 
by two radio interviews one 
really good one with John 
Stanley on 2UE and one on 
the morning show on 2UW. 
In January Valerie Hames 
had an article in the 
Northern Districts Times. 
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DOING IS LEARNING byjohnHoit 



A common and mistaken idea 
hidden in the word ‘learning’ is that 
learning and doing are different 
kinds of acts. Thus, not many years 
ago I began to play the cello. I love 
the instrument spend many hours a 
day playing it, work hard at it and 
meansomeday toplay itwell. Most 
people would say that what I am 
doing is ‘learning to play the cello*. 
Our language gives us no other 
words to say it. But these words 
carry into our minds the strange idea 
that there exist two very different 
processes: (1) learning to play the 
cello; and (2) playing the cello. 

They imply that I will do the first 
until I have completed it, at which 
point I will slop the first process and 
begin the second; in short, that I will 
go on ‘learning to play* until I have 
‘learned to play’, and that then I will 
begin ‘to play*. 

Of course, this is nonsense. There 
are not two processes, but one. We 
learn to do something by doing it. 
There is no other way. When we 
first do something, we probably will 
not do it well. But if we keep on 
doing it, have good models to 
follow and helpful advice if and 
when we feel we need it, and always 
do it as well as we can, we will do it 
better. In lime, we may do it very 
well. This process never ends. The 
finest musicians, dancers, athletes, 
surgeons, pilots, or whatever they 
may be, must constantly practise at 
their art or craft Every day the 
musicians do their scales, the 
dancers exercise at the barre, and so 
on. A surgeon I know would from 
time to time, when not otherwise 
busy, lie knots in fine surgical gut 
with one hand without looking, just 
to keep in practice. In that sense, 
people never stop ‘learning to do’ 
what they know how to do, no 
matter how well they do it They 
must ‘learn* every day to do it as 



well as they can, or they will soon 
do it less well. The principal flautist 
of the Boston Symphony under 
Koussevitsky used to say, ‘If I miss 
a day’s practice, I hear the 
difference; if I miss two days’, the 
conductor hears the difference; if I 
miss three days’, the audience hears 
the difference*. 

THE BABY IS NOT ‘GETTING 
READY’ 

Educators talk all the time about the 
‘skills’; reading skills, writing 
skills, communication skills, even 
listening skills. It may be aue, at 
the level of words, to say that 
anyone doing a difficult thing well 
is using a variety of skills. But this 




docs not mean that the best way to 
teach a difficult act is to break it into 
as many separate skills as possible 
and teach them one by one. As 
Whitehead said years ago, we 
cannot separate an act from the 
skills involved in the act. The baby 
docs not learn to speak by learning 
the skills of speech and then using 
them to speak, or to walk by 
learning the skills of walking and 
then using them to walk. He Icams 
10 speak by speaking, to walk by 
walking. When he takes his first 
hesitant steps he is not practising. 
He is not gcUing ready. He is not 
learning how to walk so that later he 



may walk somewhere. He is 
walking because he wants to walk, 
right now. He has thought about it, 
worked it out in his mind, convinced 
himself that he knows how to do it 
and can do it. And now he is going 
to do it. 

We cannot separate skills and acts, 
and we make a disastrous error 
when we try. Talking is not a skill, 
or a collection of skills, but an act, a 
doing. Behind the act there is a 
purpose; whether at two or ninety- 
two, we talk because we have 
something we want to say, and 
someone we want to say it to, and 
because we think or hope our words 
will make a difference. The baby 
who begins to talk, long before he 
makes any sounds that we hear as 
words, or even understands words, 
has learned from sharp observation 
that the sounds that bigger people 
make with their mouths affect the 
other things they do. Their talk 
makes things happen. He may not 
know exactly what, or how. But he 
wants to be a part of that talking 
group of bigger people, wants to 
make things happen with his voice. 

In the same way, walking is not a 
skill, but an act, with a purpose; the 
baby wants to move as he secs the 
bigger people moving, arid quickly 
and skillfully, li^e them. Reading is 
not a skill, but an act The child sees 
written words all around him; he 
secs that the older people look at 
those words, use them, get meaning 
from them. Those words make 
things happen. One day (if we give 
him a chance) he decides that the 
wants to find out what those words 
say and mean, and that he can and 
will find out At that instant, and 
with that decision, he begins to read. 
Not to ‘learn to read’, but to read. 
Of course, at first, he doesn’t do it 
well. He may not even be able to 
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read one y/Gtd, But if he is allowed 
(as few children are) to continue to 
do it, to seek out in his own way and 
for his own reasons the meaning of 
written words, with only as much 
help as he may ask for, if this task 
which he has set himself isn't taken 
from him and replaced with a lot of 
fragmented and meaningless tasks 
invented by someone else and done 
on their command; if he is not 
convinced by adults (as many 
children are) that he is not able to do 
this task he has set for himself, to 
figure out what written words say, 
but he must ‘get’ reading from a 
teacher as a patient gets a shot from 
a doctor; if he is very lucky, and 
none of these bad things happen, he 
will be reading well in a short time, 
perhaps even 
in a matter of 
months. 

Not long ago 1 
wrote to a 
number of 
people who 
work in 
reading and 
reading 
instruction in 
various 
schools of 
education, to 
ask if they 
knew of any 
research to 
find out how 
many children teach themselves to 
read, and beyond that, how they 
may have done it Only one person 
answered, to say that he had never 
heard of any such research. Nor 
have any of the hundreds of 
educators and reading experts I have 
asked since. At first it seems 
suange that reading experts have 
not asked this question. One might 
think it would be the first question 
they would ask. On second thought, 
it is not strange at all; the answer to 
this question might be dangerous. It 
might show once again that our 
most rapid, efficient, far-reaching, 
useful, and permanent learning 



comes from our doing things that 
we ourselves have decided to do and 
Uiat in doing such things we often 
need very little help or none at all. 

This article is from Instead of 
Education (1976 Penguin New 
Yoric) oth^ Holt books to read are: 
1981 Teach Your Own : Delta 
Publishing Co. Inc. New York 
1964 How Children Fail : Penguin 
New Yoiic 

1967 How Children Learn : Penguin 
New York 

1969 The Underachieving School 
:Dell Publishing, New York. 

1989 Learning All the Time : Edited 
writings of John Holt Addison 
Wesley Publishing Reading U.S.A 

1990 A Life Worth Living : Edited 



letters of John Holt. Addison 
Wesley Publishing Reading U.S.A 
Most are available through Holt Assoc. 
2269 Mass Ave Cambridge Mass. 

02140 U.S .A 

/ xvonder if (wmeschooUrs art 
interested to taf^ up jodn 9{b(t ‘s 
suggestion regarding cfaidren 
teaefung t/iemseCves to read & to 
ks^ep &perftaps sfuire, through the 
homeschooC net'iVorfian account cf 
your tum‘reading child teaefung 
themsefves to read, funo they did 
itf over zvhat period and anything 
else you consider relevant 
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ING 

‘ ; .nded by educator John Holt in 
1977, each issue of GWS contain>>: 
y Letters from parents and children 
about their homeschooling 
challenges, concerns, and successes; 
living and learning with each other 
at home and at work. 

^ Interviews with authors and 
educators who challenge our 
assumptions about learning. 

^ Up-to-date legal and education 
news that affects homeschoolers. 

^ Book reviews and resource 
recommendations. 

^ Regularly updated Directories of 
homeschooling families & services, 
& more! Get your FREE issue now. 

WRITE: GWS, Bo.x MIO, 2269 
Ave. Cambridge, M.A 02140; 



: from Holt A 5 »oc!at*>^ 

Child's Work, by Nancy 
Wallace. #U70$i2.95 

Earring Our Own 
Money: Homeschoolers 13 
and Under Tell Their 
Stories. #1578 $4.50 

Everyone Is Able: 

Exploding the Myth of 
Learning Disabilities. 

•268 $3.95 

HoznetchooUng In the 
News • a collection of 
articles from the popular 
press. #1562 $6.95 

Retpondlng to 
Children's Writing. 

•666 $3 

Sharing Treasures: Book 
Review's by John Holt. 

• ) 51 2 $5.95 

Prtce» dk> Include po«Uge. 

SrcTWing wnthout Schooling 
2269 MmMUchusetts Avenue 
Cambridge MA 02140 



AUSTRALIAN HOMESCHOOL JOURNAL • MARCH- APRIL 1 992 9 

66 BEST COPY AVAILABLE 




HOMEGROWN & 
HOMESCHOOLED 

Raymond Moore 






printed from the e)(ctICent 9dotfurin£ 9dagazine 
Jtdy/ Siugust /SeptemBer 1990 S’.O. *Bok.S 32 9dt. 
9dorris UBnois 610S4 



(Dr. (Rffymond (Moore is a devehpmentcdpsydwCogist rohose 
nsearch on thefami^ and the schooC has appeared in vimudly 
every academic jourttaCin the field of ‘Education in the ‘U.S. 
and aSroad ‘Ihe research of (Rpyrnond and his zvife Dorothy (a 
TVed htunvn reacdng specialist) has Seen commended by noted 
psycfudogists, psychiatrists, educators, minisUrs and families. 

In 1967, when I left my position as graduate research 
and programs officer for the US Department of Education, I felt 
firustrated. The millions of dollars spent on public schooling 
were only creating new problems. The focus was mote on dollars 
than on children, and those dollars seemed to be confusing things 
rather than helping them. After several more frustrating years 
directing an advanced study centre in Chicago, I decided, along 
with my wife Dorothy and several educational colleagues, to 
research some areas of education that had been scuttled or 
ignored. What, for example, was the cost of ignoring the work 
ethic? Was institutionalising young children a sound educational 
trend? What was the best timing for school entrance? 

We sought guidance from numerous child development 
and learning specialists: John Bowlby of the World Health 
Organisation’s early childhood program; Joseph Wepman of the 
University of Chicago; family psychologist Uric Bronfenbrenner 
of Cornell University; early childhood specialists Sheldon White 
and Burton White of Harvard University; parental attachment 
researcher Robert Hess of Stanford University; learning authority 
William Rohwer of the University of California, Berkley; and 
more than 100 other noted researchers. Although these scholars 
each held differing beliefs about many aspects of childhood, they 
all recommended a cautious approach to subjecting the 
developing nervous system and mind to formal constraints. They 
also pointed out an abundance of research on the questions we 
were asking, an astonishing indifference to the findings, and 
inconsistent recommendations. For example, family 
psychologists such as Uric Bronfenbrenner, who notes that 
school attendance by clcmcntary-agc students can result in 
excessive peer dependency, as these children often spend more 
time with their agemates than with their parents. 




We then initiated a series of multi- 
disciplinary analyses to cross-reference the 
research on children’s senses, brain 
development, cognition, and coordination. We 
analysed more than 8,000 studies, 20 of which 
compared early school entrants with late 
starters. We also analysed classroom situations 
involving children who were misbehaving or 
not learning. As it Uimcd out, many school- 
related problems were associated with the 
stress of early academics or out-of-home care. 

Our research revealed that all 50 states 
require children to go to school before they are 
ready for formal learning. Furthermore, the law 
requires boys to begin at the same age as girls, 
even though entrance evaluations show that 
boys trail behind their female peers by a year or 
so in terms of general maturity. Studies on sex- 
role differences among older children reveal a 
ratio of between 3 and 13 boys to every girl in 
resource rooms for the “learning impaired’’ and 
a ratio of 8 to-1 in programs for the 
“emotionally impaired”. 

Our findings indicate that formal 
schooling constraints arc detrimental before the 
age of 12. Bronfenbrenner warns of the 
dangers of peer association before fifth or sixth 
grade. William Rohwer insists that we could 
save millions of youngsters from academic 
failure by delaying formal academics until 
junior high school. And whereas Piaget notes 
that the average child becomes capable of 
formal cognitive operations (adult-type 
perceptions and judgment ) between ages 1 5 
and 20, Texas school counsellor David Quine 
reports that children exposed to full time family 
life during their early years often reach 
cognitive maturity between 8 & 12.6 yrs of age. 
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Despite an early 

excitement for school, most four-, 
five- and six-year-old entrants tire 
of education by third or fourth 
grade. David Elkind, professtM* of 
child studies at Tufts University and 
author of The Hurried Child, calls 
these children ‘'burned out” Other 
researchers suggest that such 
children are better off waiting until 
8, 10, or later to begin formal 
studies either at home or at school. 
Children who delay school entrance 
and subsequently enrol in the same 
grade as their age-mates quickly 
surpass early entrants in 
achievement, behaviour, and 
sociability. 

In the early years, vision, 
hearing and other cognitive 
processes are not 
sufficiently developed to 
handle the usual academic 
sanctions. As a result of 
early schooling, many 
children’s eyes are 
permanently damaged 
before age 12. Neither the 
maturity of the developing 
nervous system, nor the 
“balancing” and 
“lateralizing” of the 
brain’s hen^ispheres, nor the 
insulation of nerve pathways can 
provide a basis for thoughtful 
learning before age 8. Somewhere 
in the 8- to 12- age range, most 
children reach an integrated 
maturity level (IML), a point at 
which all these faculties have 
blossomed. 

The IML is a crucial 
consideration. Some children 
mature more rapidly in vision, 
others in hearing, and still others in 
cognition. The sum total of these 
abilities, however, requires plenty 
of time to develop. Aside from an 
IML evaluation, it is difficult to 
know just when a child’s learning 
faculties have matured, although 
parental assessments are often 
helpful. 

Our IML findings coincide 
with the conclusions of Piaget and 
others: children, however bright 



they may be, cannot handle cause- 
and-effect reasoning in any 
consistent way at today’s school 
entrance ages. In support of this 
point Hasler Whitney, a 
distinguished mathematician with 
Princeton’s Institute for Advanced 
Studies, cites L.P. Benezet’s 
historic study suggesting that math 
should not be forced on children 
before the seventh grade. 

According to all 

parameters under study, readiness 
for formal learning, especially for 
boys, should not be assumed before 
age 12. If early care is needed for a 
child, the preferred setting is a 
warm, responsive, home-like 
environment offering a low child- 
adult ratio and sound values. And 



for children between 6 and 12, the 
(^timal choice is an informal, 
nonacademic home or school 
setting in which many subjects are 
available but not enforced. 

According to 

Bronfenbrenner and others, children 
in the fust 10 to 12 years of life are 
better taught at home; they are also 
far better socialised at home. 
Stanford’s Albert Bandura observes 
that dependency on peers for basic 
values has in recent years moved 
down to the preschool ages. 
Contrary to popular belief, 
however, children are best 
socialised by parents, not other 
children. In fact, says 
Bronfenbrenner, the more children 
there are in a group, the fewer 
meaningful contacts each one has. 

We found that 
socialisation creates either a 
positive or a negative profile, but 



never a neutral one. Positive 
sociability is characterised by 
altruistic and principled attitudes 
and is firmly linked with the family. 
It is demonstrated in both the 
quantity and quality of self- 
confidence, self-respect, and self- 
worth deriving from the values arnl 
experiences provided by the family 
at least until the child can reason 
consistently. In other words, 
children who work, eat, play, rest, 
and interact each day with parents 
more than with peers sense that they 
are part of the family corporation - 
that they are needed, wanted, and 
depended upon. Such children are 
more often thinkers rather than mere 
repeaters of other children’s 
thoughts. IndepeiKlent and self- 

directed in the acquisition 
of values and skills, they 
largely avoid peer 
dependency. 

Negative 

sociability is characterised 
by narcissistic, me-first 
behaviours. It is 
associated with increased 
peer group contact and 
with decreased meaningful 
parental contact arul 
responsibility experiences in the 
home during the first 8 to 12 years 
of life. Early peer influence can 
lead to an indifference to family 
values. Children who do not yet 
understand the whys of parental 
demands, and who spend more time 
with their agemates than with their 
parents, do what comes naturally: 
they replace their parents with their 
peers as role models. According to 
Bronfenbrenner, such children often 
lose self-respect, optimism, respect 
for parents, and even trust in their 
peers. 

Homeschooling has 
proven to be a viable alternative for 
parents concerned about the 
influence, of schools on their 
childicn. Virtually all states have 
changed their laws or policies 
through legislative or court actions 
over the past 20 years. States that 
have compared homcschools with 
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conventional schools (Alaska, 
Oregon. Tennessee, and 
Washington) have found that home 
education excels significantly. 

Suidents who leant at 
home genemlly reflect a high degree 
of competence both academically 
and socially. In a study of SO 
families (of predominantly lower 
socioeconomic standing and lower* 
than-average educational levels) 
who were taken to court over some 
aspect of their homeschooling, 
standardised testing showed that the 
children scored an average of 80.1 
percent, or 30.1 percent above 
average test scores nationwide. In 
tenns of socialisation. John W. 
Taylor’s national-sample-based 
suidy of self-concept found that 
77.7 percent of all homeschoolers 
scored in the top quarter of scores 
recorded. He also found that 
excellence in home education has 
liule to do with the parent’s 
educational level. 

Although many parents 
may not know it, they are usually 
top-notch teachers for children in 
the first 10 to 12 years - through 
high school, in fact, if balanced 
methods are followed. A 
Smithsonian Institution study of 23 
world-class geniuses found that 
they shared three distinguishing 
characteristics: warm, loving 
educationally responsive parents, as 
well as contact with other nurturing 
adults; scant involvement with 
children outside the family: and a 
great deal of creative freedom to 
explore their own interests under 
parental guidance. Blended in 
balance in the home environment, 
and nurtured through the sound 
example of a parent, these 
ingredients help foster great 
characters and personalities. 

Parents everywhere can 
provide this sort of nurturing. The 
key is to balance study, work and 
service with developmental needs. 

Home education offers 
significant promise to children and 
to society. It deserves the best 
lesearch and professional concern 



we can provide. It also demands 
patient inquiry aiul the thoughtful 
study of available materials. But 
rest assured, if you are loving and 
responsive and can read, write, 
count, and speak clearly, you are 
ipso facto a master teacher. 
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For most parents the reasons for keeping their children 
out of school or taking their children out of school is a 
combination of all of the following: 

1. Homeschool parents feel that their children are family 
business and not the government's- especially when 
parents are prepared to take full and competent 
responsibility for them and educate them to SUPERIOR 
standards. 

2. Homeschool parents enjoy being with their children 
and helping them; they hav( observed their children 
from birth growing and learning; they have the utmost 
confidence in the integrity of their children's hiaming 
and their own ability, as parents, to facilitate that 
learning. They are aware that their children are 
intelligent, resourceful, skilful, adaptive, inventive and 
competent. Parents feel they can extend and develop 
these skills without giving up this task to schools. 

3. Homeschooling parents believe they can provide a 
better academic grounding than the schools can because 
of the quality, quantity and type of education they 
provide. 



4. Homeschooling parents perceive life for children in 
school as less than ideal . Schools must conform to 
parameters as a result of fiscal and administrative 
limitations. These limitations can contribute to children 
being hurt educationally, socially, psychologically, 
mentally, physically and spiritually. 

5. Homeschool parents believe that they can provide 
good, positive socialisation in the form that has 
traditionally been the province of the family i.e 
socialisation with the full range of age, skill and socio- 
economic groups in society (as it will be in the work 
place). Homeschoolers believe that we all have varying 
needs for socialisation at different times in our lives, that 
it cannot be enforced or ensured in the classroom (and 
that often classroom socialisation is brutal, nasty and not 
good for children’s self esteem) and that adequate social 
development is something that humans have been well 
able to cope with, without an institution to enforce it, 
efficiently since the dawn of time and long before 
compulsory schooling. 



Einstein is quoted as saying 

" It is, in fact, nothing short of a 
miracle that the modern methods 
of instruction have not yet entirely 
strangled the holy curiosity of 
inquiry: for this delicate little 
plant, aside from stimulation 
stands mainly in need of freedom. 
Without this it goes to wrack and 
ruin without fail. It is a very grave 
mistake to think that the 
enjoyment of seeing and 
searching can be promoted by 
means of coercion and a sense of 
duty. To the contrary I believe 
tfuit it would be possible to rob 
even a healthy beast of prey of its 
voraciousness, if it were possible, 
with the aid of a whip, to force the 
beast to devour continuously, 
even when not hungry, especially 
if the food handed out wider such 
coercion were to be selected 
accordingly". 
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ENJOYING LEARNING 
WHILE LEARNING TO SEW 

JO"Anne Beime 



Recently my ten year old daughter, 
Rebecca and I started sewing 
classes. It has been a while since I, a 
bom klutz, decided to learn 
something where I had absolutely 
no knowledge or experience. 
However I was enthusiastic and 
after becoming aware of a lovely 
teacher in my area decided to give it 
ago. 

Being a 'right from scratch' 
learner again with absolutely no 
prior information or experience to 
fall t* ack on has been really 
inspiring for me and has forced me 
to look once again at how some 
people, like me, must learn. Our 
teacher. Dale, did not require that 
we prove that we know how to sew 
in suaight lines or circles, she didn't 
say you can't do zippers until lesson 
9 or "that is too hard for you." In 
fact at our very first lesson another 
"pupil" brought striped material to 
make a circular skirt (a real no no 
for a beginner apparently) but she 
has now completed the skirt (it 
looks great) and we all used her 
experience to learn lots of valuable 
hints and techniques along the way. 

Part of the joy of working 
with this teacher is that she is really 
experienced and totally confident in 
her own dressmaking skills. She has 
no "image" or "power" problems. 
She shews all the time in a myriad 
of ways that she really enjoys 
sharing what she knows with others 
rather than lording it over we less 
experienced learners. She treats 
everyone equally as witnessed by 
my daughter Rebecca who said after 
lesson two "she treats me like a real 
person, an adult. Mum". Rebecca, 
like many homeschooled children, 
is acutely aware of and often hurt by 
the condescending way many adults 
treat children in dance, gym, drama. 



etc. classes much as if they were 
second class idiots - not so Dale. 

Having attended many 
classes over the years where 
everything goes back to basics and 
it is ages before you can move on to 
anything interesting it was so 




refreshing to be told to bring the 
material and pattern of our choice 
(Rebecca's was to be necessarily 
simple) and begin where we wanted 
to begin. 

Plunging in at the deep end 
like this meant that we would have a 
finished product that met our needs 
in a few short weeks ( I have now 
made 6 tracksuits for my two year 
old in 3 weeks) and, for me, this 
made the class really worthwhile. 

At no stage has Dale criticized, 
ridiculed or even frowned at an 
individual for a mistake though we 
have definitely unpicked a lot of 
things! 

Despite being a 

perfectionist with an incredible 



volume of high quality work to her 
name Dale seems to take real 
pleasure in people achieving what 
they can do for themselves and is 
genm)us to a fault with sharing her 
expertise on her sewing machine 
and overlocker. She has never said 
"you can't do that yet" or expected 
Rebecca or anyone else would find 
something too hard for them and as 
a result we feel really confident with 
threading bobbins, assessing and 
fixing tensions and reading patterns 
(a whole new language for the 
uninitiated). 

Learning sewing myself 
has reminded me of some important 
"dos and don'ts" concerning 
learning, that I always need to keep 
remembering back home. 

1. Enthusiasm is a 
wonderful spur for learning. 

Gregory and Stephen have been so 
inspired by all Rebecca and I have 
achieved that they have cut out 
things for themselves (using our 
small expertise as guide) and sewed 
and overlooked them quite 
confidently. When I think of the 
"pretend" craft done in the schools I 
am really pleased that they have 
learnt such valuable skills and have 
such confidence in three short 
weeks. 

2. You don't need to start at 
the textbook perceived "beginning" 
to learn, sometimes jumping right in 
there is the best introduction anyone 
needs. 

3. It is easier to learn if you 
are being taught by someone who 
really enjoys showing you how, and 
who respects you and your ability to 
learn. 

It also makes me realise 
that if I had decided to "teach 
dressmaking" for example, as a part 
of a learning program this year in 
our homcschool, I would have 
attacked it in a totally different way, 
leaving all of us with the impression 
that it is a hard, exact and dry 
occupation when obviously it is 
quite the opposite. 
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A NATURAL 
LEARNING 
APPROACH TO 
LEARNING TO 
SEW 

Our environment of learning, 
preparing for the next lesson, 
talking about patterns and 
haunting remnants bins in 
materials shops has created a 
real learning environment at our 
place. We are talking weft and 
warp, grainlines, clothing styles, 
denim, baste, selvage, slipstitch, 
tension, ballpoint needles and 
widths of seams. 1 tell myself 
that this is real maths, language, 
social studies and science. Not 
many 1 1 year old boys, for 
example have made a tracksuit 
for their small sister, for many 
reasons including lack of access 
and peer group pressure. We 
have seen that the boys regard 
sewing as a valuable skill for 
them as well. 

Perhaps the most 
important lesson I have learned, 
though, is about "time” and 
"flexibility". When there is "big 
learning" going on one must 
ignore the mess and often most 
Ollier things and go for it. 
Virtually a year’s school type 
"pre-programmed" learning has 
happened here in just a couple of 
weeks . Sure everything else has 
been placed on hold but we have 
achieved a lot in realising that 
we are masters of our own 
learning and capable of just 
about anything to which we set 
our minds. 




A CONVERSATION WITH 
DAVID & MICKI COLFAX 



Reprinted from Home Education Magazine March-April 1991 

In Growing Without Schooling #35 (October, 1983) a front page 
article reprinted from the Boston Globe (August, 1983) told how Grant 
Colfax, educated at home for eleven years, had recently been accepted for 
admission by both Yale and Harvard, and would be entering Harvard that 
fall. The next issue of GWS reprinted a story form the San Francisco 
Examiner (November, 1983) reporting that Grant was doing well. And in 
GWS #38 it was reported that the Colfaxes were “just finishing a book on 
homeschooling.** 

The book was titled Homeschooling For Excellence, and in it David 
and Micki told how and why they had educated their four sons at home over 
fifteen years. They told about the materials they used, the lessons they 
learned, and yet in the inUxxiuction to their book David and Micki cautioned, 
“Our homeschooling program was not derived from a set of neatly-oiganised 
principles that guided our day-to-day activities. We did not attempt to 
implement a particular educational philosqihy, but, rather, attempted to 
rcspond to the evolving needs of the children more or less in an ad-hoc 
fashion. Because of this, our subsequent efforts to reconstruct and rationalise 
what was largely a trial-and-error process proved to b a rather complex 
undertaking. We discovered that our deep-seated aversion to educational 
ideologies in general, and pop ideologies in particular; made it impossible for 
us to condense a decade and a half of experience into a few easily- 
apprehended directives which, if followed, would ensure homeschooling 
success. The educational experience is simply much too complex, too varied, 
and too rich to be reduced to a neat formula or two, or a set of pat and trendy 
phrases.” 

Three of the Colfax sons have gone to Harvard, and David and 
Micki have been increasingly called upon to share what they have learned. 
The news media picked up their story and their family has been featured on 
television, radio, and in hundreds of publications across the nation. 
Homeschooling conferences have invited David and Micki to speak, and 
articles and interviews by them have i^peared with increasing frequency. 

What has the Colfax family b^n up to since the publication of the 
book. Homeschooling For Excellence, several years ago? 

Grant is now 26, and in his second year at Harvard Medical School, 
where, in addition to his studies, he*s working on a study of health delivery 
services in black, low-income communities in Boston. We just received a 
phone call this very morning from our second oldest son. Drew. He 
graduated from Harvard with high honours in June and is now in Niger, on 
his way to Mali, where he has a Rockefeller Fellowship to study the impact of 
famine on tribes in the southern Sahara. Reed, our third boy, is a junior at 
Harvard and majoring in Afro-American studies. Garth, our 15-year-old, is 
still at home, where we have a 17-year-old German student, Matti Sander, 
spending the year with us in our homeschooling program. 

The continuation of this conversation is available from Home 
Education Magazine in a set that includes many of their conversations with 
noted homeschoolers.. 

^{ontesefwoung Jor'EKctCUnu is avaiCaBCefor USS 10,^0 (ineCuding t(Vi 
and postage) from ^Mountain fHouse (Press, (Bo^3$3, (Phdo, O? SS466. 
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WHAT IS 
UNSCHOOLING? 

Earl Stevens 




*£04 Stevens is one of my 
favourite xinitersfrom tfie US., I 
hope you him too. 

''What we want to see is the child in 
pursuit of knowledge, not 
knowledge in the pursuit of 
knowledge in pursuit of the child'* 

- George Bernard Shaw 

It is very satisfying for 
parents to see their children in 
pursuit of knowledge. It is natural 
and healthy for the children, and in 
the first few years of life this pursuit 
goes on during every waking hour. 
Bui after a few short years most kids 
go to school. The schools also want 
to sec children in pursuit of 
knowledge, but the schools want 
them to pursue mainly the school's 
knowledge and to devote 12 years 
of life to doing so. 

in his acceptance speech 
for the New York City Teacher of 
the Year award, John Gatto said, 
"Schools were designed by Horace 
Mann ... and others to be 
hxstruments of the scientific 
management of a mass population** 
In the interests of managing each 
generation of children the public 
school curriculum has become a 
hopelessly flawed attempt to define 
education and to find a way of 
delivering that definition to vast 
numbers of children. 

The traditional curriculum 
assumes that children must be 
pursued by knowledge because they 
will never pursue it themselves. It 
was no doubt noticed that, when 
given a choice, most children prefer 
not to do schoolwork. Since, in a 
school, knowledge is defined as 
schoolwork, it is easy for educators 



to conclude that 
children don't like 
to acquire 
knowledge. Thus 
schooling came to 
be a method of 
controlling 
children and 
forcing them to do 
whatever work 
educators decided was beneficial 
for them. Most children don't like 
textbooks, workbodcs, quizzes, rote 
memorisation, and subject 
schedules. One can discover this, 
even with polite and devoted 
children, by asking them if they 
would like to add more time to their 
daily study schedule. 1 feel certain 
that most will decline the offer. 

The woik of a school 
teacher is not the same as that of a 
homeschooling parent. In most 
places a teacher is hired tr aeliver a 
ready-made, standardised, year- 
long curriculum to 25 or 30 age- 
segregatred children who are 
confined in a building all day. The 
teacher must use a standard 
curriculum, not because it is the best 
approach for encouraging any 
individual child to learn the things 
that need to be known, but because 
it is a convenient way to handle and 
track large numbers of kids. The 
school curriculum is understandable 
only in the context of bringing 
administrative order out of daily 
chaos, of giving direction to unruly 
children and to unpredictable 
teachers. It is a system that staggers 
ever onward but never upward, and 
every morning we read about the 
fcsults in our newspapers. 

But despite the differences 
between the school environment 
and the home, many parents begin 



homeschooling under the 
impression that homeschooling can 
be pursued only by following some 
variant of the traditional public 
school curriculum in the home. 
Preoccupied with the idea of 
"equivalent education”, state and 
local education officials assume that 
we must share their educational 
goals and that we homeschool 
simply because we don't want our 
kids to be inside their buildings. 
Textbook and curriculum 
publishing companies go to great 
lengths to assure us that we must 
buy their products if we expect our 
children to be properly educated. 

As if this is not enough, there are 
national, state and local support 
organisations which have 
practically adopted the use of the 
traditional curriculum and the 
school-in-the-home image of 
homeschooling as a de facto 
membership requirement In the 
midst of all this, it is very difficult 
for a new homeschooling family to 
think that an alternative approach is 
possible. 

One alternative approach is 
^^unschooling/* also known as 
^iiatural learning** or 
^^experience-based learning.** 
Unschooling isn't a 
method, it is a way of looking at 
children and at life. It encourages 
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WHAT IS UNSCHOOLING ? 
by Earl Stevens continued 

trust in both parents and children to find 
the paths that work the best for them 
without depending on educational 
institutions, publishing companies, or 
experts to tell them what to do. 

Unschooling does not mean 
that parents can never teach anything to 
their children, or that children cannot 
use a textbook or even a curriculum. 
Unschooling does not mean that 
children should learn about life entirely 
on their own without the help and 
guidance of their parents. Unschooling 
does not mean that parents give up 
active participation in the education and 
development of their children and 
simply hope that something odd will 
happen. Finally, since many 
unschooling families have definite 
plans for tertiary education, 
unschooling does not even mean that 
kids should never take a course in any 
kind of school. 

Then what is unschooling? 

To me a large component of 
unschooling is grounded in doing real 
things, not because we hope they will be 
good for us, but because they are 
intrinsically fascinating. There is an 
energy that comes from this that you 
canT buy with a curriculum. Kids do 
real things all day long, and in a 
supportive home environment those 



things invariably tend toward 
healthy development and valuable 
knowledge. It is natural fm^ 
children to read, write, play with 
numbers, learn about society, find 
out about the past, think, wonder, 
and do all those things that we so 
unsuccessfully attempt to force 
upon them in the context of 
schooling. 

While few of us get out of 
bed in the morning in the mood for 
a “learning experience,"* I hope that 
all of us get up feeling in the mood 
for life. Children always do so 
unless they are ill or unless life is 
made overly tedious and confusing 
for them. Children don*t love to 
learn, they love to do, and in the act 
of doing they learn. Sometimes the 
problem for the parent is that it is 
rather difficult to determine if 
anything important is actually 
going on. It is a little bit like 
watching a garden grow. No 
matter how closely we examine the 
garden it is difficult to verify that 
anything is happening at that 
particular moment. But as the 
season progresses we can see that 
much has ha[^ned, quietly and 
naturally. Children pursue life, 
and, in doing so, pursue 
knowledge. They need adults to 
trust in the inevitability of this very 
natural phenomenon and to offer 
what assistaiKe they can. 

Homeschooling is a 
unique opportunity for each family 
to do whatever makes sense for the 
growth and development of their 
children. If we have a reason for 
using a curriculum and traditional 
school materials, we are free to use 
them. They are not a universally 
necessary or required component 
of our homeschooling programs, 
either educationally or legally. 
Even educators are beginning to 
question the planned, year-long 
curriculum as an outdated, 19th 
centuiy educational tool. There is 
no reason that families should be 
less flexible and innovative than 
schools. 



Home 

Education 

PRESS 



HOMESCHOOL READER 
A unique anthology that answers ques- 
tions on todaliiuiion, legal issues, 
higher education, accounubility, com- 
pidsory education, selecting cuniculutn 
materials, and much more. From the 
pages of Home Education hfagaiim, 
1983 through 1988. 164 pages, re- 
source listing, indexed, SI 2. 75 ppd. 

HOMESCHOOL HAimBOOK 
A complete guide to home schooling 
from the editors of Home Education 
Magazine. An extensive resource list- 
ing, vkith informative reviews of books, 
publications, and resources. 60 pages, 
81/2“ X 11", informative articles, re- 
source listing, reviews, advertising. *n- 
dcx,S7.50p^. 

ALTERNATIVES IN EDUCATION 
A comprehensive ^uidc covering home 
schooling, altcmauve schools, Waldorf 
schools, Montessori education, learning 
exchanges, apprenticeships, alternative 
higher ^ucation and much more. 120 
pages, resources, indexed, $10.75 ppd. 

LETTERS HOME 
A fasdnating glimpse into the life of a 
home schooled young lady who em- 
barks on travels around the world at the 
age of sixteen. Her experiences shed 
light on the question of how home 
spooled youngsters might make the 
transition from the home to the world. 
60 p.,$5.50 {^. 

HOMESCHOOL BOOKSHELF 
A complete homeschooling books 
catalog from Home Education Press, 
listing more than sixty titles by over 
forty authors, this is the only catalog 
of its kind. Available free upon re- 
quest. 



Home Education Press 
PO Box 1083 
Tonasket, WA 98855 



"Publishing only 
the best for 

homeschooling families 
since 1983 ." 
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HOW DO HOMESCHOOLERS 
KNOW WHAT TO TEACH ? 



by Jo-Anne Beirne 



New homeschoolcrs, teachers and 
many other people often ask me, 
”How do homeschoolers know what 
to teach?” as if schoois have a 
monoploy on the dispensation of 
knowledge and a casual, non- 
trained member of the public could 
not possibly handle such amazing 
information. 




WHAT DO SCHOOLS KNOW ? 

We would all do well to 
remember that many respected 
educators have said that a lot of 
what the schools leach is full of 
value judgements about what some 
administrators and practitioners 
thought at some point in time was 
relevant and important for children 
to know e.g Latin was once seen as 
relevant now it is not 

Homeschoolers decide 
what to teach their children by 
making these value judgements for 
themselves. For instance in the Sun 
Herald 1/3/92 there is an article 
speaking of the huge increase in 
anorexia among school girls and the 
intention of the Education 
Department Curriculum Co- 
ordinator to develop materials to 
help solve this problem. While none 
of us would dispute the need to help 
these children it becomes a value 



judgement as to what time should be 
allotted to say the "social service” 
elements of the curriculum and in 
undertaking these personal 
development tasks how much 
academic work is missing out? 

As a society we have 
mostly decided to put curriculum 
planners/teachers in a position 
where they make these decisions for 
us e.g. Society feels that it is 
important for children to know of 
the danger of AIDS, or to develop 
suitable environmental awareness 
strategies, so time is given in the 
curriculum ito achieve these goals. 

PRIORITIES FOR A HOME 
EDUCATION CURRICULUM 
In the homeschool the parents are 
the ones to decide the priorities. 
Some parents may want more time 
emphasis on the basics, others on 
history, others on social issues. 
Obviously it is not essential for the 




homeschool curriculum 
to cover an area of no 
perceived need. 

1 personally believe it is 
in fact no big deal if 
homeschoolers don't 
teach tlie majority of the 
content that they are 
teaching in schools at all 
because (a)it is designed 
for large group 
compulsory digestion 



(b) it is bland and designed to be 
handed out in small doses. We must 
remember that there is much 
theoretical and practical discussion 
going on all the time among 
educators about whether the school 
syllabuses are reflective of what 
society or parents want and if they 
will even be of any use to the 
children of the future. (In fact as 
recognition of this, homeschoolers 
in N.S.W, are required to fulfill the 
guidelines in the key learning areas 
but not to follow school syllabuses.) 

Given the structure and 
administration hierarchy of schools 
it is just not possible for them to 
respond to technology, far less a 
shift in philosophy in less than 20 
years. For instance ten years ago a 
computer was a very expensive and 
inaccessible piece of technology for 
schools and it was generally 
believed that to get ahead in the 
world most highly skilled people 
would have to Icam enormous 
amounts about programming. Of 
course now we have the situation 
where computers are cheaper, 
smaller, accessible and much more 
efficient pieces of technology and it 
is recognised that while there will 
always be specialists who will take 
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up the career of programming most 
of us can function at peak 
performance in our selected careers 
using software already developed 
and perfected by some whizz bang 
programmers anvi we will never 
really have to write a program 
ourselves, just as we no longer have 
to go out and milk the cow to 
complement our cereal. 

THE CONTENT 
A further example lies with 
information about CFCs, the effects 
of driftnet fishing, salination of our 
rivers, the discoveries of Voyager, 
the effects of garbage polluting our 
undergound water supplies, the Gulf 
War etc.We all know it will be a 
long time before school textbooks, 
teachers and programs will get 
around to including real information 
about these things in school 
curriculums* and will it be out of 
date even before it is put in? 

Usually before there is a shift in 
emphasis or content in a syllabus 
there must be meetings, 
suggestions, agendas, trials, 
discussions and finally a syllabus. I 
am not knocking any of this process, 
in fact it is essential to ensure the 
quality of schools' materials. But 
homeschoolers will know that we 
can get to it quicker, handle it more 
efficiently, discard it when 
inapplic^le, pursue it if interesting 
and important and give a broader 
more diverse view on most 
occasions, if we are prepared to be 
resourceful, do a little research and 
listen to diverse points of view from 
a variety of commentators and 
sources on each issue. 

BEING INFORMED 
Probably for the first time in history 
the man in the street has as much 
opportunity to be informed about a 
huge range of subjects as the most 
highly qualified academic. For 
instance, in the gulf war wc had the 
blow by blow political version from 
all the leaders and a politically 
diverse set of commcmaiors; the 




military version from the mouths of 
the generals themselves and their 
allies and detractors; the man in the 
street's version courtesy of the 
daring reporters at ground level, the 
protestors, the wives of the soldiers 
and everyone else in between. 

This is the case in just about every 
area of learning now. There isn't a 
subject that hasn't got a bock written 
about it (from ice sculptures to 
assembling a nuclear bomb) and 
there is an avalanche of information 
on every topic imaginable in a huge 
variety of ftxms. If you just took 
notes from the evening news off the 
radio there would be enough 
geography, history, maths, 
language, philosc^hy, politics, 
economics and practical jump off 
points to keep you busy for weeks. 

WHO OWNS IT? 

Once upon a time the schools were 
indeed the greatest and often sole 
repository of educational 
knowledge both in terms of physical 
and people resources. Nowadays it 
is exactly the opposite case. 
Basically schools are impoverished 
institutions where the resources that 
are taken for granted in the home 
and wider community are thinly 
spread among a huge number of 
children and this situation can only 
get worse. In the 90's it is both 
cheap and efficient to access the 
community and all its diverse 
resources, especially mass media 
and computers, as a far greater and 
more up to date repository of 
knowledge and information . 



WHAT TO TEACH? 

So, what can/do homeschoolers 
leach ? They are lucky to be able to 
acces all the traditional sources that 
are available to schools through 
textbook and curriculum suppliers 
and schools programs and then if 
they are flexible ther is all the rest. 

Take for example a hypothetical 
single parent living in a caravan on a 
pension with virtually no disposable 
income, very few resources but a 
commitment to homeschooling her 
child. 

Resources : Library, church, sport 
and scoial clubs, local community- 
people, courses, entertainmenu 
local government services, 
television and radio. 

English: 

Listening , discussing, researching 
and following up news items of 
interest regularly .+ time and 
encouragement to read often from 
innumerable fiction and non-fiction 
books, periodicals and newspapers 
from the library, also audio story 
tapes - don't forget inter-library 
loan. Explore all sections of the 
library including history, 
geography, poetry, biographies - 
use information obtained as a basis 
for a good social studies program. 
Discussions with parent, other 
adults and friends about the books 
read, translation into action e.g. a 
book on bike building could lead to 
a salvage operation on a bike from 
the local garbage depot Lots of oral 
comprehension as part of this 
reading and action process. Writing 
as necessary and as a part of the 
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community e.g to complain, 
volunteer or make suggestions for 
improving local community 
services, as a penfriend, relative and 
as part of daily living including 
paying bills, requesting 
information, filling in forms etc. 

Social Studies: Pick any topic and 
use the library to explore it in more 
detail. Local media, genealogical 
society or historical society to 
pursue a family history; local 
history, overview of Australia’s 
history, world history in any 
century, follow a theme such as 
fashion, transport or statesmen 
through an historical period. Use 
local people, the local council and 
information from State government 
departments to concern yourself 
with your community in the area of 
roads, tourism, industry, tree 
planting; water supply, retail trades, 
careers. Local old people who might 
want jobs done in exchange for 
information or skills they have to 
share (art, craft, woodwork); 
Pamphlets from any number of 
government , private (B.H.P.) etc. 
and travel agencies are a good 
starting point for fmding things out 
of interest in our world . Just look at 
where you live "How are caravans 
made? How much do they cost? 
What are rivets? What are the 
advantages and disadvantages of 
this home compared to others e.g 
igloos, teepees, mudbrick, tents, 
brick, etc 

Maths: Most people can easily get a 
Maths book at a garage sale but 
even without a textbook there is the 
maths of distances and time 
measurement, temperature, latitudes 
and longtitudcs, wind speeds, tides, 
barometric pressure, magnification, 
weights, cooking, shopping. 



addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division, the budget of the 
family, local council and the 
country’s budget , tax forms, cheque 
books, bank accounts, comparisons 
of interest and other benefits from a 
range of financial institutions, the 
maths of the social security system, 
T.V programs/advertisements 
timetabling, bills and efficient 
management of funds, the stock 
exchange, scores, tables, charts etc. 

Science: Geology: collect/ 
compare/sw^ rocks, read about and 
identify them, fmd out about the 
geological formation of the local 
area and Australia, visit ^propriate 
museums, write »c private collectors 
and ask to see their collections, join 
an appropriate club of enthusiasts. 
Astronomy: watch the sky, read, 
construct star charts, compare them, 
join clubs, go to the University open 
days for budding aslroncmers, keep 
newspaper clips of the most up to 
date findings. Botanists have 
everything around them to observe 
from live to dead plant specimens in 
any environment, progress to 
record, experiments to think about 
and try, predators to assess, 
drawings to make, root systems and 
reproduction to consider. There are 
any number of museums and 




volunteer bush guides and 
environmental organisations who 
exchange enthusiastic labour for 
high quality expert information 
about habitats, animals etc. 
Obviously there is heaps more in 
every science area and none of this 
requires expensive equipment or 
resources just ingenuity. 

The same sorts of things apply for 
creative and physical arts. If you 
want music lessons badly enough 
you will be creative enough to 
advertise in the library or on notice 
boards to fmd someone or 
something you can exchange for 
this skill. 1 know some kids who 
have made valuable contacts 
tlirough Meals on Wheels • 
housebound people haven't usually 
lost their faculties only their 
mobility. No-one says you have to 
be taught art you can practice your 
drawing and use books for more 
ideas, ^prentices in the studios of 
the old Masters spent hours every 
day copying their masters to perfect 
their own skills. 

Commiued Christians can 
and will use every subject area to 
incorporate and expand on the 
teachings and writings of their 
church. 

CREATIVITY & 
RESOURCEFULNESS 
Being creative and resourceful is 
what a person on limited funds has 
to do to give their child an 
education, it is my experience that, 
in the main they arc precisely that. If 
we encourage people to think of 
themselves as "power brokers” for 
their own and their children's 
education then we will undoubtedly 
have a better educated society that 
doesn't equate school with 
education. Perhaps compared to 
those of us who tend to just open up 
a textbook and ask the kids to do 
what schools and educators have 
drummed into us is "learning”, the 
less well off can give their children 
an active, involved, resourceful and 
useful education. 
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Lots of researchers have 
problems with schools too III 



the opportunity arises for a 
laryt group of homeschooUng 
parents to (Gseuss the reasons xvhy 
they homeschooC the topic of 
‘schools* is usually a l(fy otie. Jor 
despite the fact that most people 
homeschoolfor very positive 
reasons the reality is that the 
axifulness of schools has helped 
to create those positive reasons. 

Schools are so socially and morally 
accepted in our society that more 
often than not home educators are 
made to feel guilty for citing our 
ozvn school ej^periences of elitism, 
authoritarianism, classism, 
xnolence, racism, se?Qsm and 
Boredom as reasons for 
homeschooling. So, it is zvith much 
delight that I present these quotes 
gathered together By Unna Adams 
and myself to support 
homeschoolers confident Belief 
that schools are not all they are 
cracf^ up to Be. 

POSTMAN & WEINGARTNER 
(1971): 

"Passive acceptance is a more 
desirable response to ideas than 
active criticism. 

Discovering knowledge is beyond 
the power of students and is, in any 
case, none of their business. 

Recall is the highest form of 
intellectual achievement, and the 
collection of unrelated 'facts' is the 
goal of education. 

The voice of authority is to be 
trusted and valued more than 
independent judgement 
One's own ideas and those of one's 
classmates arc inconsequential. 



Feelings arc irrelevant in education. 
There is always a single, 
unambiguous Right Answer to a 
question. 

English is not history and history is 
not science and science is not art 
and art is not music, and art and 
music arc minor subjects and 
english, history and science major 
subjects, and a subject is something 
you take and, when you have taken 
it, you have 'had' it and if you have 
'had' it, you are immune and need 
not take it again". 

HUMPHREYS & NEWCOMBE 
(1975 School's Out) 

"The curriculum, day in and day 
out, oppresses children. They are 
forced to learn a mass of facts, 
without any real understanding of 
why these particular facts are 
important in their own world. They 
even query wheth^ it is their world 
that they are learning about at all. 
The necessary ingredients of 
unquestioning acceptance and 
docility are slowly mixed into the 
brew of inquisitive effervescent 
children in giant assembly lines 
across the nation". 

MUSGROVE (1969 Society and 
the Teachers Role) spoke of 
curriculum as being "an elaborate 
device for filling the time available" 

MACDONALD (1977- The 
Curriculum and Cultural 
Development) said "curriculum is 
a social construction in which the 
selection and organisation of 
knowledge into the timetable of the 
school is a result of a choice from 
possible alternatives". 



CONNELL et aL (Making the 
Difference 1982) documents 
aspects of what they call the 
"unending guerrilla war aspect of 
classroom life". 

WERTHMAN (1977) 
in his study of a group of 'delinquent 
students' showed that they carefully 
evaluated the teacher's claim to 
authority and this determined the 
nature of their classroom behaviour. 

HENRY (1988 p, 54) says " that 
this (Werthman's) research and 
other research suggests that so- 
called delinquent students are 
'constructed' during schooling". 

HENRY, KNIGHT, LINGARD & 
TAYLOR (1988 Understanding 
Schooling) say "Research on 
primary school teachers shows that 
they demonstrate a preference for 
males, and that they interact more 
with boys and value male ideas 
more highly ( Delamont, 1980; 
Evans, 1982; Spender, 1982). Work 
in secondary schools also shows 
that both male and female teachers 
give more attention to boys than 

girls in the classroom two thirds 

of classroom time spent with boys." 
Based on research from Fitzgerald, 
1976; Meade, 1978; Branson and 
Miller, 1979; Edgar,1980 to back 
up their claim Henry, Knight, 
Lingard and Taylor also 
write"Cultural and class factors also 
influence how well children do at 
school and there is a wealth of 
Australian evidence that shows that 
despite the expansion of mass 
education in the secondary area 
there are still gross inequalities in 
educational outcomes which are 
reflected by social class inequalities 
in occupational qualifications, 
income and wealth". 
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RESEARCH ABOUT 
SCHOOLS 

continued 

SHANE & SHANE (Learning For 
Tomorrow- edited by Alvin 
TofTler 1974 p. 195) both 
Professors of Education at Indiana 
University suggest that the future 
education of our young children 
should abolish age-segregation 
altogether, because after 100 years 
of searching "no psychologically 
desirable or reliable ways have been 
found to subgroup chil^en in a 
given grade. To attain a good 
climate for learning, the graded- 
school concept must be abandoned 
and age-grouping replaced by short- 
term or ad-hoc groupings built 
around child interests, purposes, 
tasks, discussions and comparable 
activities." 

University of Chicago Adolescent 
Project reported in Gifted 
Children’s Monthly 1988 that half of 
all gifted high school students quit 
pursuing their special ability area 
while in school. Csikszentmihalyi 
saw this phenomenon as a product 
of stress and boredom and blamed 
school’s adherence to inflexible 
blocks of instructional time for part 
of the problem. He suggests that ’’a 
linear presentation of materials in 
most classrooms works against 
capturing student interest and 
enhancing their intrinsic 
motivation". 

PARTINGTON (What do our 
Children Know ? 19(ii8) "It is une 
that there is no unanimity as to what 
students should achieve in 
education and there never will be. 
Education is a highly contested and 
necessarily contestable concept In a 
totalitarian system there might be 
the appearance of unanimity but this 
v/ould only indicate the suppression 
of dissenting opinions." 



\ 

HOW TO MEASURE 

THE ’REAL’ ACHIEVEMENTS 

OF SCHOOLS ? 

Jlnna Jldams actud^y developed a set of very simple 'reality 
questions' t/iat we toould Both- love to cfudterige indvidual 
scluxds andschooGngas a tohole toanszoer. you exmld 
undouStedy tdnl^of may more-. 

1. At the various grade levels, how many children are 
reading below gr^e level? 

2. At the various grade levels how many children are 
reading at least two years ahead of grade level? 

3. Of the children reading below grade level two years 
ago, how many are now reading at grade level or better 
now? In other words how effective are schools at 
improving the reading of those students who are having 
trouble? 

4. At each grade level, how many students have been 
designated as having "learning disabilities", "emotional 
disturbances", "hyperkinetic or hyperactive" 
dispositions ? 

5. Of the children so designated two years ago, how 
many of them are freed of these problems now? In other 
words how successful are schools in dealing with and 
overcoming these problems? 

6. How does the Education Ministry or Department 
assess whether special programs for girls. Aborigines, 
ethnic groups or "woridng class" or any other group 
deemed to be educationally disadvantaged, actually 
reduce these disadvantages? In other words how 
efficiently do schools use their resources ? 

s 
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Tm on my hands and knees 
in my wardrobe. My hands are 
filled with things that should not be 
there: coins, a checker piece and a 
piece of foam rubber. Boots and 
shoes are piled on top of sandals and 
slippers. I pull out all those cmft 
projects that I started but never 
finished. By removing the crafts, I 
have a place for the boots. If I'm 
lucky I might even find the 
floor! What does this cleaning have 
to do with homeschooling? It has 
everything to do with my sanity and 
something to do with providing an 
orderly environment for our family, 
I have found that the more order 
there is in our living space, the more 
efficiently our lime is spent on 
projects that have meaning for us. If 
Fm preparing tomatoes for sauce, I 
want to spend as litlie time as 
possible looking for the squeezer 
and the canning equipment. When 
everything has a home and finds its 
way back when not in use, our 
household seems to run more 
smoothly. 

I have lived in my house 
for 1 1 years now. Out of these, the 
last three have been homeschooling 
years. One would think that by this 
lime we might have some sort of 
system that would help us keep our 



home neat and clean. We are 
working at it What is true for us is 
that house cleaning has taken on 
more importance since we have 
decided to school at home. After 
all, we are spending much more 
time in our home. Even though our 
educational philosophy allows us to 
view our schooling as a never 
ending cycle, we do mark a 
beginning and an end to our school 
year. We do this partly to 
complement Dick's schedule as a 
public school teacher. We seem to 
do the same at nome, having very 
different expectations during 
holidays than at other times of the 
year. Just as Dick spends time in his 
classroom before kids join him, we 
prepare our home for a new year as 
well. We have begun a tradition 
called the big purge. 

We begin sometime in 
January, and our goal is to finish by 
Australia Day. The big purge 
involves opening every drawer, 
every cupboard and every cabinet in 
the whole house. It is a monumental 
task for us, partly because we aren't 
as good as we should be at keeping 
up with things the rest of llie year. 
Nonetheless, in January this 
purging becomes a family affair. 
Even my four year old daughter can 



help decide what stays in the house 
and what goes to our Salvation 
Army pile. She can choose between 
stuffed animals that have meaning 
to her and those that have been 
sitting unloved for nine months. 

We started in storage. Do 
we really need to keep those boxes 
of wool that we thought might be 
braided into rugs? Do we really 
need to keep the canteen set that I 
i* ed as a Girl Guide? The reality is 
that I probably won't braid rugs for a 
long time, long enough that the 
wool won't be missed. And the 
canteen set is not likely to be used in 
the near future, either. But my 
Beatles lunch box and my original 
Barbies have this place in my heart 
that allows them to pass inspection. 
There is a place for the sentimental 
and otherwise memorable items. 
There are papers to file in the office, 
bins of toys to sort through in the 
play room, books to dust and 
organise in the hallway, and tools to 
put in order in the workshop. In the 
dining room, we have a drawer for 
thin markers, crayons, thick 
markers, pens and pencils and 
rubber stamp sets. There is a place 
for rubber bands, staples, and 
mistake stickers. All of these small 
containers arc dumped out, sorted 



AUSTRALIAN HOMESCHOOL JOURNAL * MARCH -APRIL 1992 

O 

ERIC 



23 



80 



through and put back in order. 

During the year, our construction 
sheet paper mixes in with our 
notebook paper. Our recycled scrap 
paper mixes in with our solid white 
p£^r. The mess gets pulled out and 
stacked in neat piles, ready to be 
used by all. It's a wonderful feeling 
to prepare our home in such a way. 

What next? We do our big 
purge once a year. We do small 
scale purges throughout the year, 
maybe every three months. As for 
the daily pickups and the weekly 
dustings, sweepings, and moppings, 
we have come up with a system we 
call "What Next?" What this name 
implies is that after one is finished 
with the room that one is 
responsible for, an out loud yell will 
follow: "What Next?" to see what 
else needs to be done. None of us 
are done until all of us are done. 

Our bedrooms are on the second 
floor of our home. We do this floor 
first, sometimes before breakfast, 
sometimes after. Basically, this is 
the time to make our beds, make 
sure that clothing is properly taken 
care of and bins and drawers are in 
order. Because we spend little of 
our waking hours on the second 
floor, it doesn't take us long to tidy 
on this level. The first floor 
demands more of our time. This is 
partly because there are more rooms 
here and partly because we spend 
our waking time here. Also, we 
have all developed some bad habits. 
We don't put things away properly 
when we are done using them. If we 
did, there would be no such thing as 
"What Next?" How and when do 
we do this straightening? 

During the school year 
when Dick works out of the home, 
we save this level for his 
involvement. We have found that 
we al! feel better about pick up if we 
do it together. My ten year old will 
put on some music and off we go to 
tidy. When we first began this 
routine, we had a chart with all the 
different rooms printed down the 
left side of the page, and with the 
seven days of the week printed at 
the top. Now that wc have been 



doing this for over a year, we 
rarely pull out the chart 
Rather we tend to yell out our 
preferences. What do we do 
when two people want to do 
the same room? Usually we 
let the person on lunch duty 
(this rotates between the 
three kids) choose first 
Occasionally we opt for 
teamwork. Two people 
might work together to do 
four rooms. During the 
summer months, with extra 
farm demands, the house 
takes on less piority. We do 
not keep up with this routine 
on a daily basis. When we do 
finally tend to the inside, we 
don't necessarily wait for 
evening hours. Dick is home 
full time with us then, so we 
can attack our space any 
time. 

So what is 

expected? Basically "What 
Next?" is the time to put 
things away in their proper 
home. This is the time to 
organise those blocks in the 
hallway, to fold the quilts on 
the couch, to sort through the 
mail that accumulates on the 
sideboard. High use rooms 
also get a daily sweeping. 

Our dining room gets swept 
after each meal. We also 
expect for workers to be 
focused with their tasks. If 
we have dawdlers, we will 
bring in the stopwatch and 
ask for that person to look 
around his/her space to 
estimate how much time it 
will take to straighten. After 
a reasonable time is agreed 
upon, we set the clock. This 
incentive is helpful and 
challenging. There are times 
(more with our near four year 
old than with the older guys) 
when someone will simply 
choose not to work 
efficiently. Once Dick or I 
recognizes that we don't have 
a complete work force, we 
ask if the person intends to 



tidy or would they rather sit out while we 
do our "What Next?" Sitting out does not 
mean that they can sit on the couch with a 
book in their hand. Sitting out is just sitting 
for as long as it takes for the rest of us to 
finish. (An average time is thirty minutes.) 
It is rare that someone decides to just sit, 
but occasionally it does happen. 

We have tried lots of different 
ways to keep up with the house cleaning, 
including hiring help. We have read books 
about the subject Of all the systems that 
we have read about and tried, our current 
method is by far the most rewarding. 

1 can't say that our cleaning is the 
highlight of our home life. It is a necessary 
part of our homelife and an integral part of 
our home school. I am proud of my ten 
year old who can wash dishes and map a 
floor. I am proud of my seven year old who 
can stick to a task from start to finish. 1 am 
proud of my four year old who can separate 
light and dark laundry and pour a cup of 
soap into the washer. These daily living 
chores are the backbone to taking care of 
one's self and one's environment We 
believe our children will come away from 
their home schooling years with a sense of 
these, as well as other, responsibilities. 



OTHER READING 

Sidetracked Home Executives by 
Peggy Jones and Pam Young, 
WamCT Books, 1981 

Clutter's Last Stand by Don AsleU, 
Writer's Digest Books, 1984 (Holt 
Associates) 
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oently included wooditove opera* 
tion, winter heating, the TVeneh 
Revolution, Thoma* Paine and Eng- 
lish literature! Woven into the fab- 
ric of our diicussions are our priori* 
tiesj beliefs and views of the world 
It is essential, however, for the 
sharing to go b^h ways. If it both- 
ers you for your child to express an 
i^a you disagree with your effec- 
tiveness as a mentor will be re- 
duced Ihe more you cnn discuss 
even controversial topics (and teens 
do love controvert) as equals in a 
reasonable way, the more you will 
be respected. If necessary, you may 
need to agree to disagree. In the 
long run you wiD have more impact 
on the beliefs and behaviors of 
youth when you are perceived as 
•reasonable” rather than "authori- 
tarian." 

One of the hardest jobs as a 
parent is allowing a child the free- 
dom to fail; the second hardest job 
may be picking up the pieces with- 
out the T told you so " As a home- 
schooling perent mentor I believe 
that both behaviors are essential. Of 
course, I don't "set anyone up" to 
fail, or neglect my role as a guide 
and advisor by not discussing poten- 
tial pitfalls. On the contrary, a good 
mentorship allows you to discuss 
possible problems without your 
child feeling like "she’s trying to tell 
me what to do again." But one way 
we grew and learn our limits is by 
pushing them, 'nus by necessity in- 
cludes "failure." Fortunately most 
failures are not permanent or life 
threatening. You can’t let a 3-year- 
old run into the street, but you can 
let a 16-year-old procrastinator miss 
a newsletter deadline, for example. 
Once he has had to face his club and 
explain why there it no newsletter 
hell he less likely to put it off again 
than if you spent 30 hours nagging 
or help>^ him to meet the deadline 
at the last minute. 

Since we developed the men- 
toring method of homeschooling I've 
proven to my somewhat skeptical 
spouse (the^ ex-teacher, remember) 
my contention that most children, 
pven a stimulating environment, a 
little guidance, and an active, in- 
volved, intelligent family, can't help 
but leam! 

Tlie side effects of the men- 
toring method have done wonders to 
mitigate possible homeschool burn- 
out, u well. Since my kids are in- 
creasingly responsible for their own 
laming I spend less time as a 
"school slave driver." This reduces 
my stress level as well as allowing 
more^ time for my activities and 
learning. This, again, stimulates 
Q everyone else. And with discussions 

^5T COPY AVAILABLE 



and'prartic«] application at m^jor 
learning tools, we learn while we 
eat, garden, drive, work, and live! 

Mott Bgnifieant, though, it 
that mentoring builds the frame- 
woih for a strong and hedthy adult 
relationthip with your growing 
^nt. It will last through their leav- 
ing home and helps them on their 
way to responsible, independent 
adulthood. And, aTer all, isn’t that 
what homeschooling is really all 
about? 
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Mothcrivg serves an international communit)’ of 
parents, retognizing that America is a country of 
mixed cultures and that, regardless of country of 
origin, we are all, first, citizens of the world. 

hAothering serves the healing of our Mother 
Earth through the healing of mothers — both the 
inner healing of mothers themseh 'S and the heal- 
ing of the act of mothering whether done by men 
or by w omen. 

Mothering celebrates the experience of mother- 
ing and fathering as something worthy of one's 
best efforts and seeks to inspire a recognition of 
the immense importance and value of parenting 
and family life in the development of the full 
human potential of parents as well as children. 

As a readers' magazine, we recognize parents as 
the experts and wish to provide truly helpful 
information on which parents can base informed 
choices. 

Mothering is boih a fierce advocate of the needs 
and rights of the child and a gentle supporter of 
the parents, as we strive to empower decision 
making that will embrace and consider the needs 
of alt members of the family. We explore the reali- 
ty of human relationships in the family setting, 
recognizing that raising the heirs of our civiliza- 
tion well is the prerequisite for healing it. 






Mentoring is a popular con- 
cept today. In sotne business circles 
it has replaced networkings and *«i 
the formal structure of the dty gov- 
ernment of Spokane, Washington, 
there is now an official mentorship 
program. Mentorship is not just a 
fad, but an excellent method of 
teaching and learning. **Advisor" 
might be a loose synonym, but the 
connotation of a mentorship in- 
volves much more. 

In Greek legend, the original 
Mentor, trusted friend of O^sseus, 
became responsible for the educa- 
tion of 0<^sseu8* son, Telemachua, 
when the father departed for Troy. 
Telemachus is the centra] figure in 
the first four books of Homer's epic. 
The Odyssey. 

Eric Large, 16, sought out 
our family as mentors in indepen- 
dent rural living. He says, "A men- 
tor and student have much more of 
a chance if they meet on equal 
ground. It is a relationship, not a 
matter of simply learning facts but 
a way of thi .ixing, a way of teach- 
ing a student to think." He also ob- 
serves that tlie success of a mentor- 
ship "depends on how much trust 
you go in with." Within one's ovm 
family, developing a mentor rela- 
tionship may be difficult The tran- 
sition from an authoritai-ian "be- 
cause I said so" attitude to the 
openness and acceptance of your 
cnild as an independent person 
whom you meet on equal ground 
isn't always easy. In the long run» 
though, it is always worthwhile. 

In the homeschooling con- 
text, we begin the transition by let- 
ting our children choose their own 
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The Mentoring Method 



Jj FoUick u a freelance writer and 
homeechooHn^ mother licing near Dav- 
enport, Washington. 



books and learning materials as 
soon aa they want to do so. We 
guide their selection of books appro- 
priate to their ability with discua- 
aion, not manipulation or persxia- 
sion. By the time they are in their 
teens, our daughters even select 
their .own courses of study. They re- 
fer to state requirements, and con- 
sider their own interest needs, 
ckilla, and weaknesses. If you have 
not experienced such a program, it 
will probably surprise you that they 
study subjects they don't like or & 
poorly in without being pushed! 
Mentoring, in the context of daily 
life, shows them the real ne^ to oe 
able to spell, cypher, read, or what- 
ever they might like to avoid. The 
kids that I see are usually very 
aware of their weaknesses, and I 
think they are more likely to tackle 
self-improvement when it is not 
forced on them, especially if they 
can do it in a gentle, supportive at- 
mosphere. 

That's where you, as mentor, 
come in! You may get asked, "How 
do I calculate this?" or "What's the 
best way to learn to spell decently?" 
or your teen may cry on your shoul- 
der over a fault, perceived or real. 
When you have developed the trust- 
ing, open relationship essential to 
mentoring, these questions and 
sharing of emotions come more easi- 
ly. Your teens won't be put off by 
unexpected lectures or fault-finding 
that sour so much parent-teen com- 
munication. The mentor's job is not 
to solve his student's problem, but 
to help the student find his own so- 
lution. In the case of the math prob- 
lem, this may require actual tub- 
ing. The spelling question would 
probably generate a discussion of 
learning styles. In the last cate, 
your child is probably not looking as 
much for advice as for an empathic 
ear. All of these situations come up 
regularly when you mentor. 

when you are called upon for 
actual instruction try to answer just 



what you are asked and leave lots of 
room for more student-initiated 

S questions. Nothing can turn kids off 
aster than a lecture! My datightcrs 
sometimes complain about their 
dad, an ex-classroom teacher, in this 
regard. "He just keeps telling you 
more than you ever wanted to know 
or even thought there was to know," 
says Amy. l^en we can turn a po- 
tential lecture into one of our wide- 
ranging, free-for-all discussions the 
kids learn much more. These conver- 
sations, a cornerstone of our home- 
schooling, often prolong dinner oe 
bedtime. Months later, questions 
and comments Vy *ven the youngest 
diildren prove ^lat the discussions 
are not only retained but also uiider • 
stood and integrated with othei* 
knowledge. Even better learning 
takes place when we can actually 
use what we talk about in a project. 
As Eric says, "Actual experience is 
better than just reading sbout some- 
thing in a book or having a teacher 
talk you about it." 

Invo of my goals as a home- 
schooler are to instill a life-long love 
of learning and to foster self- 
motivation. Knowing how he learns, 
and what works for others helps a 
student to make good use of his 
time, and to be able to learn under 
most conditions even when they 
don't fit his preferred learning style. 
Apparently I'm not the only one who 
thinks this is important. On a ques- 
tionnaire she completed during her 
graduation fix>m home school my 
daughter, Katrina, was asked the 
most significant tlung she learned 
while homeschooling. Her answer 
included "self-motivation and learn- 
ing theory " 

A good mentor relationship is 
a very personal, close one that in- 
volves mudi sharing. Certainly su^ 
a relationship will go beyond any 
original sin^e purpose. In the cases 
of Eric and Rebecca, who both came 
to learn rural life sldlls, this is true. 
Discussions with Rebe^ have re- 
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Like a Weaning Peggy' O 'Mam 



I ’d like to write about Rabies 
because I know that many of you 
have babies, but I don't. I have 
teens, and I want to scream. I 
think it may have to do with being 
short. M«ybe if I w ere a taller parent 
.... Maybe if I were a married par- 
ent. . . . Maybe if. . . . Where have we 
gotten the idea that we can control 
human beings? Why do we believe 
our virtue and good intentions can 
create perfect children? Which one 
of us was a perfect child? One ana- 
lyst I know says she sees more "per- 
fect children" in her chair than those 
who raised hell. 

Something about parenting teens 
is reminiscent of the early years of 
parenting. Things are all askew, and 
you feel as if you've arrived in a for- 
eign land where you certainly don't 
know the territory and haven't yet 
learned the language. The things 
that used to work don't w'ork any- 
more, and you suddenly realize that 
you got more than you bargained 
for. And, no one ia\Vs about it. h’ot 
really. Not the scary stuff. We're all 
afraid it might be our fault. 

When they are babies, you can 
keep their outrageous behavior to 
yourself. You don't have to tell any- 
one that your daughter cut her hair 
with pinking shears and then shut 
her baby brother up in the toy chest. 
And you don't have to mention 
what you did when you found out. 
The behavior of teens is a much 
more public affair. 

Your friends see your teens down- 
town in black, playing cool with 
cigarettes. Your coworkers report on 
your teens' driving prowess. Other 
parents form alliances to report teen 
drug and alcohol transgressions. 
Your daughter's friend's mother 
calls in the middle of the night to say 
that someone you thought you knew 
very well has just climbed out of her 
window. The authorities arrest teens 
for shoplifting just to give them a 
taste of jail. Therapist friends sug- 
gest addiction counseling for things 
you suspect may just be normal 
experimentation. You wonder if in 
this self-obsessed, antiseptic society, 
teens have a right to experiment 
anymore. You wonjer about teen 
bashing. But you're not sure. And 
you worry. 

Then you look at your teer\s. These 
are the same sweet children you 
have loved and trusted over the 
years. The ones you have intimate 
communication with. ?,\e ones you 
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have, in fact, learned relationship 
with. You have alw'ays trusted them. 
You have spent years building trust 
with them. Do you stop trusting 
them now because the temptations 
are greater, the risks riskier? Can 
you afford to let them learn through 
i their own experience, the way you 
I learned, the way anything important 
! is learned when the risks are so great 
* and when you don't have any other 
choice any'way? 

When they were little, you wor- 
ried about them falling into the 
swimming pool. You breathed a sigh 
of relief when they all learned to 
swim. Now you worry about the 
whole ocean. There are cars. New 
Mexico has the highest rate of 
drunken driving in the country. Car 
accidents are the leading cause of 
death among teens. There are ciga- 
rettes. You wonder about a society 
that sells something more addictive 
than heroin in vending machines. 
You worry about drugs. Are they 
really available in schoolyards? You 
worry about food. How can anyone 
live long on Hershey's Kisses, orange 
soda, and potato chips? Why don't 
they remember to take their vita- 
mins? No wonder they're coughing. 

1 talked recently to a woman whose 
name you wc'uld know. She spoke in 
hushed tones about her marriage 
and her teens. The whole thing was 
going to hell in a handbasket, but 
she was not specific. I'm sure she 
was afraid to tell me, Ms. Perfect 
Parent, what was really happening. I 
was dying to tell her what was really 
happening here. Like in the early 
days of parenting, we keep our paui 
and confusion to ourselves, fearing 
that confiding in others will confirm 
our fears of our own inadequacy. 

It helps me to talk to other parents 
of teens, and especially to talk to 
parents of grown children. I cried 
with relief over an article by Eda 
LeShan about little monsters who 
grow up to be rabbis and attorneys. I 
was ecstatic when my neighbor told 
me about the five foreign cars his 
grown daughter had wTecked when 
she was a teen. And I laughed up- 
roariously whejtt this same neighbor 
described the time he came upon his 
teenage son smoking and playing 
pinball in a local converuence store. 
My neighbor calmly wadked >vcr to 
him and had a casual conversation 
while his son hid the burning ciga- 
rette in his pc>cket. I feel comforted 
when I hear that passive-aggressive 
and manic-depressive are normal in 
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the teen years. My favorite reassur- 
ance is that the closer you've been 
with your child, the harder the teen 
years are. I w'ouldn't have believed 
that earlier, when I could still control 
their behavior, but it makes sense 
now. 

It makes sense now' because 1 
understand what is happening. The 
teen years are like a weaning. Al- 
though we still love these children 
as w’e did when we held them in our 
arms, they must leave us. And for 
them to leave us with their self- 
esteem intact, they must sometimes 
fight their way out. At eight or nine, 
they assure us that they w'ill live 
with us forever — or at most, build 
their own house right next door to 
ours. We are all relieved. This, how- 
ever, is not what is best for them. 
They must sometimes fight their 
way out. 

This summer I will have three 
teenagers. Send money, flowers, con- 
dolences. Pray that I don't take to 
drink. I've taught them excellent 
boundaries and now they are using 
them against me. They've caught me 
at my game. They are better at it 
than I am. They challenge me to 
trust them. And trust is, after all, all 
that 1 have. 

I have raised my children to have 
certain values, and now it is time for 
them to test and make them their 
own. I have tried to shield them 
from society; they want to jump in 
feetfirst. And yet, I hold on tight. 
Unlike some parents who seem to 
abandon their children once they 
become teens and attribute to them 
more worldly experience than they 
could have, I do not. I am only the 
bumper rails, though. They are now* 
in the driver's seat, and the air is 
low in the tires, and they have little 
experience with snow and ice, and 
they are in the hands of God. 

These are the same teens who 
sometimes still want to get in bed 
with me after a bad illness or a 
stressful week. The same teens who 
demonstrate against the war in the 
Middle East and in support of high- 
er teacher saLries. The same teens 
who work weekly with the home- 
less. The same teens who have in- 
tense loyalty to their friends and 
compassionate tolerance of intolerant 
adults. The same teens who hold a 
baby with the tenderness of Mother 
Teresa. 

I am on a roller coaster of my owm 
creation. I have no choice but to hold 
on. I am a parent of teens, and 1 do 
not know the way. They bring out the 
worst in me and have seen my best. 
All else that has come before in our 
relationship — the sleeplc*ss nights, the 
hospital stays, the tantrums, and the 
rocking chair — has prepared me for 
this trusting. For no one else w*ould 1 
hang on so tightly with one hand 
while I loosen the grip of m>’ longing 
with the other. 
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Einstein the Autodidact 

From a manuscript by Howard R. Bernstein called *Tli€ Holy 
Curiosity oflnqulor’: Albert Einstein as Student and Educator 

... It may well be fair to say that at least for Einstein, formal 
schooling had little to do u1th thinking and learning ... I do not 
mean to say. however, that Elnstdn learned nothing valuable at 
school, or that his suffering there was ur.allevlated. Indeed he had 
congenial memories of at least one teacher at the Cymnaslum, 
and very good feelings In general about his year at Aaiau, 
Suitzerlaixl. The point Is simply that retrospective^. Einstein's 
learning In class struck him as neither fundamental nor Inspira- 
tional. neither deep nor lasting. Rather, his Intellectually 
formative moments, tlrose adilch he recalled to have made a ’deep 
and lasting impression.* were liad either outside, or In spite of 
schools. 

In his ’obituary* (near the end of his hfe Elnstelr. wrote an 
autobiography which he joking})' called his obltua-yj Elr.stcln 
re.'erred^to yet another crucial educatlona’ cjcpcrlence. *a second 
^nder.* he wrote. *of a totally different nature: In a bale book 
de^gwith Eucbdlan plane geometry...* -nils was the famous 
^iige Oeometrle-Buchletn (hoi)- geometry booklet! which ram#. 
his way. probabl)- because he asked his parents for It. when he 
was twelve. But even before Albert confronted *the sacred text.* he 
was matheroaacall)- engaged. And this ts because In spite ofa 
ma*Jiemaacally Impoverished school environment, his home 
environment. In Sejmour Paperfs expression, was en.riched by 
the presence of •mathematics speaking adults/ The Idea here U 
that children, like the young Einstein, arc encouraged and 
motK-ated by their own desire for competence and participation 
In grou-n-up Hfe to acquire the language(s) that ts/are spoken In 
the home. \^'hcn mathematics, for example, Is an Incxtrlcahlc 
feature of the child's early env-tronment, there Is vanishingly 
lltUe chance of It appearing alien and •dissociated* in their later 
experience, Such children arc often hlghJ>* successful In school 
ma'JicmatJcs In spite of poor Instruction and cunicujum design. 

In young Albcrfs case. Uncle Jakob, his father's business partner 
and engineer, reinforced the bo}*'s aptitude for problem soKlng by 
presenting him with challenging mind twisters from time to 
time. ... It w*as this Uncle Jakob who Initiated him Into the secret 
of the P^'thagorean theorem, which Elnstdn remembered to have 
set about to prove for himself *on the basis of the similarity of 
triangles. This feat young Albert accomplished before he was 
exposed to plane geomctiy as a formal stidy. ... 

... By the time he was fourtAsen. Elnstdn had taught himself 
^culus. In all probahUJty from H.B. Lubsen's textbooks, which 
happen to bear Unde Jakob’s signature on the fly.’eaf. This uncle, 
of whom we have already heard. u*as the same person who 
de^^rlbcd algebra as *a calculus of Indolence.* ^V'hen you don't 
knou- s quantity, he explained to his apt pupil. aL’ you have to do 
Is hold its place with an x. The kJes Is to treat It as though you 
kno^- it. only to determine It for rt ! later on. This explanation of 
^gebra no doubt pleased young .Albert, who soon found himself at 
home uith equations that would have rmsoL^.ed classmates stOl 
at sea with decimals. My suspicion Is Lha? Jakob presented 
maihematics as a regarding kind of play, ar, enterlalnment that 
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whatever else It might be, was pre-eminently fiin- Einstein's home 
cnvlroniDcnt W’as congenial for hunting x*s and proving theorems 
In novel ways. The game was to do It without the book, that is to 
say. to figure It out oneseli and therefore to savor the Joy of one’s 
own discovery. Unde Jakob wasn't a professional teacher, but 
more Important he was an Interested, sympathetic adult who was 
able to communicate his enthusiasm, no doubt by example. 

... I have made the observation that Einstein was an 
autodidact literally that he was aelf-taught Not only did the 
mathematics culture available to him at home prepare him to 
acquire school arithmetic without dlflScuIty. but he also seems to 
have been encouraged to build on that foundation as he, and not 



Witt it important it that he teemt, early 
on, to have been In control of hit learning 
to an astonishing degree. 



someone else, teacher or other adult, saw fit That the young 
Elnstdn Jeamed directly from books and creative play, rather 
than formally, by verbal Instruction In a place called school. Is 
not to nty mind, espedalty illuminating. What Is Important Is 
that he seaems. carty on, to have been In control of his learning to 
an astonishing degree. He asked for books; he got them. He asked 
questions, his own questions, and made progress finding the 
answers for himself. This Is very unusual and very noteworthy 
Indeed. In education, Einstein benefited from a truly extraordi- 
nary latitude for self-determination. This liberty was crudal for 
his own development and for his ideas about education later on. 

My guess is that Einstein's appreciation for freedom, together 
with his rcxoarkable degree of sclf-rellanoe, had thdr beginnings 
in the home environment of his childhood. 

Of course even Einstein's childhood was not entirety r^rvoid of 
coercion. Middle class famityr hfe In Munich at the end of the Idth 
century tended to be rigidty- structured, hierarchical and patriar- 
chal Even the gifted and Independent young Einstein was obliged 
to perform solid middle class rituals, which, with the musically 
talented mother that he had. included lessons on the violin. As It 
happens, his career as a •fiddler* (Einstein's expression) rlchtyr 
Illustrates the klr>d of learner he was. For Albert was consigned to 
violin lessons at the age of six, with Indl^irent success at best. As 
he tells the story, *I really began to fcarr onty* when I was 13 years 
old, malnty^ after I had fallen In love with Mozart's sonatas. The 
attempt to reproduce to some extent, their artistic content and 
singular grace compelled me to Improve my technique, which 
Improvement I obtained from these sonatas without practicing 
syste m a tic ally.* B>* common consensus Einstein developed into a 
f^ty sklllfuJ amateur violinist It may well be that that learning 
the violin mirrors learning mathematics, or slmpty learning In 
ger>craL As long as Albert mechanJcalty* executed the scales and 
compelled his fingers Jo>*lessty to find their positions on the 
strings, his progreas stagnated. Apparently. Einstein learned, not 
by practicing but by plajing. In effect not by preparing to make 
music but b)* making It 
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Problems put to children in 20 countries 



QUESTION 1 
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3y WIUUAM LOWTHEft 
And HUGH MUIR 

SPENDING on ichoots. 
size of cU$scs ind even the 
quality of teacher traininf 
have little impact on pu- 
pils* achievement, new re* 
search shows. 

The key facioc U bow much 
support a child »* 

borne. Thousand* of 
in 20 counlrie* were involved 
in the world-wide study, 
hailed by esperu as *The most 
iciemincally sou^ survey of 
itt t)-pe ever done** . 

Researchers k^cd at a va- 
riety of schoollnj systems, 
hopint to find a “magic bui- 
Icr* iMi made the n^t suc- 
cessful pupils in different 
countries escel. . 

Gregory Anrig, president of 
Educational Testing Services, 



of Princeton. New Jersev. 
which carried out the math* 
and science lesu. said; We 
found that all the thinp you 
would think would help stu- 
denu do belter had «0 owmst- 
ent relationship with higher 
achievement. 

“A longer ich^l year, more 
instructional time spent on 
maths and science, belter- 



^ THERE Is no 
single magic 
button that 
will unlock 
educational 
excellence 5 

Itiined tetcheri. k'nker 
nmounu of the gras* ft^ooal 
product being spent on educa- 
tion .i. - it doesn’l seem to 
matter. 

'•The only two areas we 
found to be consisiently con- 
nected with high schievement 
%cre leisuretime reading a^ 
ihe student's altitude towards 
science and math*. 

-Both these things are in- 
fluence heavily by the home. 
Indeed, the home is the key to 
evcation. The culture* *h®[* 
education is valued verv h^- 
ly in the home achieve im best 
results. That’s the real ma- 

**^TS. the world*s largest 
private eucaiional mcasure- 
neni institution, abo dcvclopa 
and adminislers Ameriwn 
university entrance eiamma- 
tion*. 
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uke part in the study, only 
Germany and Japan refused, 
although some enter^ only 
one or two of four sections. 

Children *tcd nine and 13 
were asked qua:«iu gating 
to measurement of length, 
weight and area. They were 
ftlso asked to answer simple 
rnuliii^ choice icience ques- 
tion*. 

Schools were chosen to in- 
clude equal number of boys 
and girls and to balance city 

J I.W.. 



Two thousand pupils in 
England took pan. Final aver- 
age were worked out using 1 
complicated weighting proce- 
dure. c 

The average score was 62.5. 
England's was ^tla»^ » 

64 25 and Ireland * bO.25. 
Hungary, with 73.5. Taiwan 
71 and the former Soviet 
Union 67.25. were well 
average. The US scored 

61.25. _ 

Mr Anrig said; TTie ewer- 

icTu 
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is no single magic key that will 
unlock educational escei- 

lence." , ^ c 

Eighty percent of the pig- 
lish 1 3-ycar-olds who to^ the 
tat were able to answer Oi»- 
tion One correctly, which 
meant they, with Kor«, were 
Mint ninth out of the 20 coun- 
lrie*. But only 32 percent of 

iht nine-year -old* got it right. 

Only Ireland. Portugal and 
Slovenia scored lower. 

On Question Two, 72 per- 
cent of the 13-year-olds an- 
swered correctly. They shared 



\ 3ih place with Carwda. Thir- 
ty-two percent of the nine- 
yur-olas got it right and only 
three countries, Canada, the 
US and Portugal, did worse. 
Question Three was cor- 

rectl) answered bvSh^cent 

of the 1 3 year-olds. which left 
them joint I6ih out of 20. 
along with Ireland. Fortv- 
ihree percent successfull^y 
competed Question Four, the 
siuh best performance. 

ASW'fJtS. i / miUs: h; a: c. 



best copy available 



o 

ERIC 



MEDIA 

♦Radical changes for schools in N.S.W ; 

Performance monitoring, improvement in oral 
communication...." Ken Boston Dir. Gen Educ. 
Sun Herald 2.2.92 

*Uni Entry -Easier than you think .S.M.H. 

7.2.92 

♦Two youths stabbed in wild brawl as 150 
schoolboys armed with knives, bats, poles and 
chains fought each other at a Melbourne 
suburban carpark S.M.H. 1 1.2.92 

♦"Research shows that most high school and 
primary school pupils do not know how to 
study intelligently and efficiently" S.M.H. 

13.2.92 

♦Alastair Mackerras long term ex-principal of 
Sydney Grammar "Academic elitism is the 
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only effective way to run a school, I don't think 
it is possible to organise a school to suit the 
very clever and the very stupid." S.M.H 

28.2.92 

♦How the H.S.C Odds Go Against Girls by 
Marlene Goldsmith MLC Chairman of the 
N.S.W Legislative Standing Committee on 
social issues and a former high school 
teacher.Re: access to medicine and law by 
those students with high maths and science 

marks " Do we actually want lawyers 

who are mathematicians rather than debaters or 
persuaders? Do we want doctors who may not 
be very good at communicating with their 

patients ?.... took a number of history 

teachers and gave them the same essay to mark. 
The marks given ranged from 20% to 

90 % A system that discriminates 

against English and the humanities is a very 
effective way of disriminating against 
girls " S.M.H 30. 1.92 
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If you want any of these books please send an 
A4 size self-addressed envelope with $1.25 
postage and a cheque for the price of the book 
to Homeschoolers Australia pty ltd P.O. Box 
420 KeUyvUle N.S.W. 2153 

Homeschooling for Excellence by D. At M 
Colfax new $20 

second hand $17 

High School Success (how to help your 
teenager succeed at high school) by L & E 
Murphy 2 copies new $16.50 @ 

Parent Power (How to help your child achieve 
at Primary School)by L & E Murphy 

new $16.50 

Better than School (highly recommended) by 
Nancy Wallace new $23. 

Child's Work (very highly recommended) by 
Nancy Wallace new $23. 

The Three R's at Home (recommended) by 
Susan & Howard Richman new $19 

How Children Fail by John Holt 

second hand $3 

How Children Learn by John Holt 

second hand $3 

Compelling Belief- The Culture of American 
Schooling by Stephen Arons (highly 
recommended) 

new $18 

School Can Wait by Raymond and Dorothy 
Moore highly (recommended) 

second hand $14 

Free at Last The Sudbury Valley School by 
Dan Greenberg (recommended) . 

new $12 

Breastfeeding and Natural Child Spacing 
(highly recommended) by Sheila Kipley 
(Couple to Couple League) 

2 copies new $20 
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WORKSHOP 

22 nd MARCH 1992 
SUNDAY 

Discovering and 
discussing working with 
children and their 
learning in a non- school 
type (unschooling, 
natural learning) way. 

An interractive 
presentation detailing the 
practical and research 
base for this type of 
learning. Contribute to 
and share experiences and 
insights about how to 
extend and facilitate this 
type of learning. Can it be 
done at high school level ? 

Date: Sunday 22/3/92 

Time: 1-5 p.m. 

Cost : $ 10 per family or 
individual 

Venue: Woodstock 
Community Centre 
Church St Burwood- 
Upstairs conference 
Room 2. 

R.S.V.P. by March 20th 
to Homeschoolers Aust. 
P.O. Box 420 Kellyville 
2153 or phone to 629 
3727 and leave your 
NAME and PHONE 
NUMBER. 

If tliere are not enough 
people interested this 
event will not go ahead 
and I will ring you on the 
21st March to cancel. 





SEMINAR 

SATURDAY 
4TH APRIL '92 

PROGRAMMING 
FOR THE 
HOMESCHOOL 

Find out about 
♦legal requirements, 
*how to program 
♦resources, 

♦discuss already 
written programmes ? 

Date: Saturday 4/4/92 

Time: 1-5 p.m 

Place: Castle Hill 
Community Center, 
(upstairs) Old Castle 
Hill Rd, CasUe Hill 

Cost : $ 10 per family 
or individual 

R.S.V.P. By April 2nd 
Jo- Anne Beime P.O. 
Box 420 Kellyville 
2153. Please include 
your name and phone 
number or phone to 
629 3727 and leave 
your NAME and 
PHONE NUMBER. 

If there are not enough 
people interested this 
event will not go 
ahead and I will ring 
you on the 3rd April to 
cancel. 



SEMINAR 

2nd APRIL 1992 

CONSIDERING or 
STARTING TO 
HOMESCHOOL ? 

Want to know/discuss 
more about legal 
requirements, practical 
arrangements, 
resources, an overview 
of programming, 
questions answered on 
socialization, how 
to?university etc.? 

Date: Thursday 2/4/92 

Time: 7-10 p.m 

Venue: Woodstock 
Community Centre 
Church St Burwood- the 
Youth Center at the 
back, near carpark. 

Cost : $ 10 per family 
or individual 

R.S.V.P.March31st to 
Jo- Anne Beime P.O. 
Box 420 Kellyville 
2153. Please include 
your name and phone 
number or Phone to 629 
3727 and leave your 
NAME and PHONE 
NUMBER. 

If there are not enough 
people interested this 
event will not go ahead 
and I will ring you on 
the 1 St April to cancel. 





I encourage you to support our magazine by asking friends to 
subscribe to the journal ratixer than lending your own copies. 
The Journal is produced at great expense of my personal and 
family, time and energy. 

Subscription for 6 issues is $30 to P.O. Box 420 Kellyville 2153 
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Australian Homeschool 
Journal 

ISSUE 34 MAY-JUNE-JULY 1992 



Letters page 4-9 

Legal considerations from all over page 10-18 

Compiled by Andrea Fuller & Jo-Anne Beimc 

Children taken from their Homes page 19-20 

Jo-Anne Beime 

Holt Book & Music Store information and reviews page 21-26 

Sharing Our Homeschooling Experiences over 4 years page 27-28 

Susan Crossley 

Learning My Own Way - A Book Review page 29 

Joe RippoUes 

INFORMATION ABOUT N.S . W GOV. STORES page 30 

J umping Through Hoops page 31-32 

Helen Hegener (Reprinted from Home Education Magazine) 

HOMESCHOOL PICNIC DETAILS page 32 

Sport and Readiness page 33 

Jo-Anne Beimc 

Mathematics - some challenges and resources. page 34-36 

Richard Feynman (and a little Beimc) 

Homeschooling After Schooling at age 14 page 37-38 

(Reprinted from G.W.S. Issue 86) 

Some Thougths on Testing page 39-40 

Ann Lahrson (Reprinted from Home Education Magazine) 

RESEARCH REQUEST page 4 1 

Don Haddon 

Socialisation Research Study page 42 

Unschooling Myself page 43-44 

Lois Stratton Kcm (Reprinted from Home Education Magazine) 

SUPPORTING HOMESCHOOLING BUSINESSES page 44 

The Story of Dr Robert Allan page 45 

Information about the Moore Report & Moore Foundation products 

page 46-48 
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Attention N.S.W 
Homeschoolers 
please read page 
30! 



HOMESCHOOL 
PICNIC, RESOURCE- 
SHARING & 
INVENTIONS DAY 



BICENTENNIAL PARK 



29. 11.92 

SEE PAGE 32 
for details 



HOMESCHOOL 
SEMINAR 

16TH AUGUST 1992 

Woodstock Community 
1 Center 

Church St., Burwood ' 

See enclosed handout dr ring 
02 629 3727 



RESEARCH 

SURVEY 

REQUEST 

If you would like to 
panicipatein a Research 
Study into the nature of 
Curriculum in the 
Homeschool please see 
page 41 . 
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THEBEIRNE FAMILY 



Yes, II is true this issue ol' the Australian 
Homeschool Journal is cxccpiionaily late but I do 
have a few really good excuses. Firstly, I was lucky 
enough to be invited to attend the inaugural meeting 
of Home Education International by Dr Raymond 
and Dorothy Moore - a very special experience, as 
well as the New England Homeschool Conference 
organised by Homeschool Associates of New 
England in Boston . As always just being with Dr 
Raymond and Dorothy Moore is to experience 
selfless Christian devotion to the cause of 
homeschooling. They are held in very high esteem 
and respect by the thousands of people that they have 
educated and helped wiih practical support over 
many years. I also had the opportunity to learn much 
about homeschooling in me U.S.A. and to meet and 
talk with some '^f the people I have really admired 
over the years including Patrick Farcnga from Holt 
Associates. 



not coinc to disappear or not find its wav on to the 
pnntcu pace or somehow manacc to coilapsc. 1 didn't 
really manage very well for this issue but I'm 
planning to know more for the next 

WINTER ILLS 

We had much joy and sadness in the past two months 
with finding out we were expecting our fifth baby 
and then losing it. Like many others we have had lots 
of days and nights (why arc they always so bad at 
night?) with sick kids and even a few trips to the 
hospital, the virus around this winter has been a 
horror and even I’ve been down with it. Although I 
really believe that homcschoolinc is important work 
our needs as a family must always come first for me. 

SCIENCE DAY with Rosemary Hafner 
Marj Tabemcr helped me organise a ScicriQ? Day at 
Woodstock where Rosemary Hafner from the Board 
of Studies gave an excellent presentation on the new 
Science and Tcchnolgy Curriculum K*6 (available 
from the Board of Studies 925 8111 for a brochure to 
be sent. ). 

MOSS VALE & SINGELTON SEMINARS 
There was a full Sunday at Moss Vale talking to 
some superb homeschooling families about 
unstructured homeschooling organised by Greg and 
Margaret Stone and an information day at Singclton 
with 15 families organised by Laurel and Ross 
Clarke of Muswellbrook. Also many interviews- the 
highlights being a searching one on regional ABC 
with Kate Bcnecke arranged by Jim Cherry of 
Quirindi and one for the Education Department 
magazine by Deborah Araniz. We have also had 
some good feedback from articles in the West 
Australian (written by Eamon Murphy) and Nine to 
Five rcccndy. 



BREAKING IN ANEW 
COMPUTER 

Since then lots of things have 
slowed down production of the 
magazine. Being no genius on 
the computer, I have hit quite a 
lew snags with some updating 
needing to be purchased and 
then Icamu I always feel like a 
real homcschoolcr when I have 
some new computer hardware 
and software, as I come to it 
quite literally frightened to 
death and have always to master 
the paranoia that my hard work 



(Dear friends 

^fixj I'm [ate / 
tove 

jo-Anne 



THE CHILDREN OF GOD 
I have spent many long hours 
talking to the families and 
trying to keep track of what is 
happening legally and 
emotionally to the so -called 
"Children of God" families. I 
think it is really important to 
keep abreast of the results of 
these court cases as they could 
well impact the future security 
of homeschooling. (More 
about this inside the journal) 

QUEENSLAND & W.A. 
Some W.A. families arc facing 
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some very difficiiit situations with regards to their 
homeschooling. The Minister to date has been totally 
unapproachable aiid has even allowed Welfare 
Department officers to be used in what is certainly an 
Education , not a welfare matter. The new "trial policy" 
in W.A. is awful and I ha' c written a personal criticism 
of it which is available ifanyone wants a copy. There is a 
real campaign going on among Queenslanders to let Mr 
Braddy know how appalling is the Qld legislation and 1 
too have been keeping up my own barrage to him. 

The phone bill has arrived and is concrete evidence of all 
the "communication ' that has been going on w'ith some 
great & good people in Vic, Queensland & W.A. 
especially Gina Wright & Mei Cheng of W.A.. There is 
still a very good chance that more prosecutions will go 
ahead in W.A. and every new (seemingly impossible) 
setback gives me uncontrollable buitcrtlies but sr)mehow 
there is energy to think up another approach and we just 
keep moving forward. 

BROAD EDUCATIONAL CHANGE 
Aimcue Berryman from A.E.R.G in Victoria is trying 
Iprd to educate me to be less agreeable with politicians 
and more particular about demanding homeschooling 
rights and broad educational change and she is winning! 

ACCESS TO N-S.W GOVERNMENT STORES 
Between in-coming phone calls (only 32 this week), 
outgoing calls, housework, homeschooling, the 
washing, (1 daren't say the ironing it gets done only as 
needed- sometimes), I was del‘ d to have a meeting 
that confirmed imminent homeschool access to N.S.W. 
Government Education Stores, commonly known as Q 
( for quartermasicr) Stores, and I look the next 
paperwork step in hopefully getting homeschoolers 
access to Sales Tax exemption with the Tax Department 
(a slow process indeed) . 

READING 

My favourite homeschooling reading this month was of 
course G.W.S. and Home Education magazine. These 
great publications give me a boost to keep me 
functioning through the homeschooling week . I really 
enjoyed John Taylor Galto’s book 'Dumbing Us Down' , 
this is a short but masterful expose describing Just how 
very bad institutionalised schooling is for children; in the 
opinion of this highly qualified and well respected 
practising teacher. 

AUSTRALIAN AGENT FOR THE JOHN HOLT 
BOOK AND MUSIC STORE 
Lots of the homeschooling books tliat I would like to 
read arc not available here in Australia, so Patrick 
Farcnga and I have reached an agreement about 
Homeschoolers Australia slocking the John Holt Book 
and Music Stores books and products. We arc absolutely 



delighted about this and a load of books is already on the 
ship on its way to Australia, 1 plan to bring samples of all 
that is available to homeschooling meetings and 
seminars 1 attend and am happy to facilitate functions 
where people feel they might like to see these useful 
books. Our Holt/Homeschoolers Aurt. catalogue should 
be out soon and I will probably mail it with the next 
journal, exhaustion permitting. We also have samples of 
G.W.S available for anyone who would like to see this 
magazine before they order it. 

THE MOORE FOUNDATION VIDEO & BOOKS 
Possibly the best homeschooling resource that I have 
ever seen is the new video about homeschooling by Dr. 
Raymond and Dorothy Moore. It is so good I have asked 
to sell it for them here. It cost the Moores SU.S. 40 0(X) 
to make and 1 am not surprised as it is so professionally 
done. It features searching and intelligent interviews 
with long icrm homeschoolers from many differe?it 
backgrounds & experiences using different approaches. I 
was stunned by the story of the mother with multiple 
sclerosis who homeschools her three daughters and very 
impressed by the achicvmcnls of all of the children 
featured. I personally think this is a superb resource for 
everyone from administrators and politicians to new and 
experienced homeschoolers. It covers all the main issues 
in less than an hour. It seems to me for those who do 
not have time to read a book, or do not wish to read one 
(critics, relatives etc.) this is the perfect option. It is 
available for $40 posted. Because many people ask us 
for the the Moore's books we now have them available 
please see page 47 this issue for details. 

THE RESOURCE BOOK 
I get lots of requests about the update of the Rcsouce 
Book and it is finally on the move again. If you have 
anything you wish to be included please send it (typed !) 
to P.O. Box 420 Kellyville 2153. Thank you ! 

HOMESCHOOLING PICNIC DAY NOV. 1992 
Gregory, my son, and I would like to gel a 
homeschooling picnic together for Sunday 29th 
November 1992 at the Bicentennial Park at Homebush. 
All families arc invited from everywhere and 
grandparents are especially welcome. If you don't know 
the Bicentennial Park, there is a great bike track ;ind lots 
of room to move and things to do. As pan of this day 
Gregory is inviting other homeschooling kids to bring 
along inventions to share in a non -competitive, fun way. 
Even if the inventions component docs not get off the 
ground wc arc hoping that many families will join us for 
this relaxuig, sharing day. 1 am hoping that wc might 
also use it its n day to recycle books/equipmcnl that wc 
arc no longer using and access homeschooling 
information aixl products . 

Best wishes from Jo-Anne 
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SHARING INFORMATION, VIEWS 

AND CONCERNS 



JILLALROE GfLGANDRA 

AN OPEN & FLEXIBLE OFFICIAL ATTITUDE 

Mr David Evans, BOSLO from Bailuirsi, aucnded our 
first visit All went well fortunately, despite my having given up 
on detailed programming and not keeping a diary for the last year, 
I presented him with a small mountain of past detailed records, 
but asked him wheilier he would prefer to actually observe the 
children, their progress and work or read about it Mr. Evans 
opted for the former. I guess the reality of the situation is that he is 
aware that we are now fairly experienced with home schooling, 
arc fully committed and coping well, the children arc thriving and 
well ahead of their age peers, that we arc well resourced, we take 
posi . steps to overcome any deficiencies and that we arc 
looki:,e, Jiead to life after homeschooling for our children. No 
doubt, he would have been less co-operative with our apparent 
lack of documentation if we were just starting out on 
homeschooling, but I thank him and am most relieved at his 
astuteness in assessing our circumstances. 

From your records of who's homeschooling, are there 
any other homcschoolcrs in our region who might be interested in 
an occasional natter or note comparing? The great distances out 
here may preclude anything even semi-formalised, but just having 
a couple of contacts would be encouraging. 

I am enclosing a photocopy of an amusing article found 
on a Pathology Company newsletter from last December. 1 
contacted the editor to enquire if we could possibly republish the 
account in our journal. He said the origin of the article was 
obscure, but that he liked it so much he went ahead and published 
it anyway and couldn't see why we shouldn't do the same... 

‘The heaviest element known to science was recently 
discovered by university research scientists, the element, tentatively 
named "Administratium", has no protons or electrons and thus has an 
atomic number of zero. H jwever. it docs have 1 neutron, 125 assistant 
ncuU-ons. 75 vice neutrons and 1 1 1 assistant vice neutrons. This gives it 
an atomic mass of 312. These 312 particles arc held together by a force 
that involves the continuous exchange of mcson-like particles called 
morons. 

Since it has no electrons, Administraiium is inert However, it 
can be detected chemically as it impedes every reaction it comes in 
contact with. According to the discoverers, a minute amount of 
Administratium caused one reaction to uke four days to complete when 
it would have normally.occurrcd in less than one second Administratium 
has a normal half-life of approximately three years, at wliich it does not 
actually decay but instead undergoes a reorganisation in which assistant 
neuuons, vice neutrons and assistant vice neutrons exchange places. 
Some studies have shown that the atomic mass actually increases after 
each reorganisation. Research at other laboratories indicates that 
Administratium occurs naturally in the atmosphere. It tc«ls to 
concentrate at certain poinu such as government agencies, large 
corporations and universities and can usually be found in the newest, best 
appointed and maintained buildings.*’ 



MARGARET STONE MOSS VALE 
SOUTHERN HIGHLAND SUPPORT GROUPS 
It has been an exciting start to 1992 in the Southern Highlands. 
We began the year with a bang-twclvc families converged on the 
McAulays house one Sunday afternoon. It was a great time of 
saying "Hi, who are you?" and hearing each others version of day 
to day homeschooling. Some have been at it for 3-4 years, some 1 
or 2 and others just about to begin so it was a good cross section of 
pcoplc.Since then we seem to have divided into three camps 
mainly due to location and numbers of children-the Bundanoon 
people, the "little kids" group and the "big kids 'group. The "liulc 
kids have been sliding in slime, paper weaving, stain glass 
windowing, siring ballooning and lots more on Friday 
morning s.The "big kids" have spent their Tuesday afternoons 
exploring various backyards ranging from suburban size to 400 
acres or so. We've caught lizards, locusts, grasshoppers, water 
snails, liny fish, tadpoles, built elaborate cubbies, yabbied in the 
dam, rescued stray puppies, performed amazing feats on 
trampolines, stalked giant mozzies at the Rileys’, etc. We mums 
have enjoyed great chats, commiserations, laughs and shared each 
others’ interests. We've all gone home from Janece Rileys' laden 
with flowers, we’ve spent days tramping up mountains, around 
wetlands and sat in the sunshine discussing, diseciing and 
categorizing fleeces for spinning and weaving. Sue McAulay 
commented one day about how we've changed over the years. 
Three years ago it was just three families and we mums had to 
chase each other around the kitchen tables as the girth of our 
tummy s didn’t allow us to pass. Two years ago whoever wasn't 
breast feeding poured the tea and checked the older children. Last 
year it was porta cots and constant surveillance of small walkers. 
This year the Riley and Merz families are with us and we're lucky 
if wc remember a spare pair of undies for the youngest! The 
patchwork and spindle spinning have re-appeared and needles are 
clicking to the sound of the jug boiling. 

All the children seem to have particular interests. Music 
features with pianists, clarinetists & recordists. We have potters, 
weavers, model builders, artists, sewers, reptile enthusiasts, bird 
lovers and expert sand diggers. Soccer is still the favourite game 
to play all together especially when some of the Dads join in. 
Most importantly, we all have a wonderful time and appreciate 
the support and encouragement we arc to one another. Wc are all 
looking forward to our next Homcschool concert-always a barrel 
of laughs and an opportunity to hear the latest musical pieces etc. 
The parents have to participate in these special nights loo and its 
amazing what some people are willing to do in from of their 
friends! The "staff’ arc still recovering from our regular"staff 
dinner", this term held at the McAulays. We all ale too much and 
laughed loo hard and all needed a lie down the next day. So that's 
some of whats happening in the Southern Highlands. 
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ISOLDE PETERSEN WARBURTON^' .. 

A LATE READER 

Thank you very much for the Australian Homcschool 
Journal. I was particularly interested in the article **Homegrown 
and Homeschooled” by Raymond Moore. Td been a bit worried 
because Samantha can't read at all well. She has problems 
concentrating (I don't know the right word ) on print. She is bright 
but can't really rcad-noi for want of our trying. She will be eight in 
October. My concern about Samantha’s reading originally came 
about because we know two boys (only months older thanSammi) 
who can read extremely well. They're from different famili^ and 
attended different schools. Also another homeschooled boy who 
is a year older than Samantha and is also homeschooled reads well 
and boys are supposed to be slower than girls but we are 
becoming more confident that she will read when she is ready. 



JANINE BANKS THE CHANNON 
NATURAL LEARNING 

I really enjoyed Earl Steven's article (AHJ 33), particularly the bit 
about watching a garden grow. That really hit home for me, as I 
watch and listen to my children as they cover so much ground 
each day. Today there was a puppet show with a narrator, yoga, 
lots of puzzles, lots of reading (by me to them), they set up their 
own obstacle course for some wild activity, some cooking, 
melting and burning candles they made the other day and planting 
some cress and mustard seeds. It's raining here, so we all walked 
down to the creek to see how far over our causeway the water has 
risen. If we go to town this week we'll have to use our suspension 
bridge to get out 

How much are they learning? As Earl says, we'll have to 
wait for the season to progress. I love it It’s so reassuring. I also 
enjoyed Peggy O'Mara'a article very much. My eldest is eight so 
Fve ai few years to go but her article made me feel glad we're home 
schooling so we have the time to be with them before these 
challenging years. It was a beautiful article. 



ROSLYN BAIRD KODINA SA. 

WANTED: RELIABLE CORRESPONDENTS 

Life is hecuc with three children along with our 
veterinary business. They enjoy life with embroidery, craft, 
music^ Swimming, horse riding and dancing. I think actual 
bookwork comes after all the "extra curricular'' activities but it 
seems to come along slowly or non-existent for some time, then in 
leaps and bounds. My husband works* away in our branch practice 
two out of four weeks- coming home on the weekf'.nds- so it's 
usually jiist the kids and myself. Also; for trips to Adelaide, its 
just too hard to arrange Bill to be "off duly" so we go by 
ourselves.Simone (who is eight) has been busy making and 
sending her "Simone's Fun Time Mhgazine" full of stories, jokes, 
poems, anything. She just loves writing to people, penpals etc. 
The only trouble is that a large percentage of children and adults 
aren’t good conespondenls. She asks if you could make a note in 
the journal to advertise her magazine.* It's free and she would like 
people to writb 'in' with contributions: >Simone's Pun Time 
Magazine c/-Siinone & Eloise Baird PO Box 251 KODINA SA 
5554 



LEONIE WESTENBERG WEMBLEY WA 
CHILD INITIATED LEARNING 

Tliank you for the copy of your last Australia 
Homcschool Journal. My husband and I really enjoyed reading it. 
Our three oldest sons read tlic article by Nadia Wlicatlcy on books 
being used rather than "read" and found it imeresting; our eldest, 
having been to school, dissecting books in class. The excerpts of 
your letter to the WA Minister for Education were great. We have 
written also to the Shadow Minister for Education and have 
received a reply. Actually, the article I personally enjoyed the 
most was the article by Joanne Brugmans on Natural Learning. 
This type of child initiated learning seems to be the hardest for 
most people to accept and understand. As an example of the kinds 
of learning and activities that children will undertake on their 
own, here is a page from our daily journal that occurred in the last 
school holidays. 

Now, I know that learning occurs at all times, but I 
usually don't bother to record any "learning experiences" during 
the holidays. I figure I need the break! However, on this particular 
day I got to thinking about whal the boys (then aged 1 1 , 8,7) were 
doing and grabbed a pencil to jot activities down. The day went 
like this: L: constructing with Lego G: reading "Young Pioneers" 
by Rose Wilder Lane, N: listened to story I mad to preschooler 
"The Midni^t Garden", and discussed thoughts on how things 
look at night, L: has a friend over: building a fire in the back 
garden, heating sugar to bum so they can observe the components 
of sugar. Other boys gradually become interested. All bake 
potatoes in the ashes for lunch. L: and friend reading Usbomc 
Book of Electricity and Book of magnets, G: has friend visiung 
they set up and play several draughts games together, N: 
watching, making suggestions, N: constructing with MeccaiX), all 
helped with ideas from the electricity book-working with baaenes 
to make a bulb glow. 

As you can see they covciod man> subject areas across 
the curriculum and I p>ersonally feci r^^at any learning that may 
have occurred was of more importance and will probably be long- 
lasting simply because it was a) relevant and b) interest gcneraiecl 

JUUA BOXX MVDGEE 

BOARD OF STUDIES LIASON OFFICER 

Wc write to share with other readers our experiences 
with our Board of Studies Liason Officer. Being newcomers to 
home schooling, wc have never experienced the unhappy or 
difficult situations had by many families with some "inspectors’ 
from the Department of Education. It seems the rrew Liason 
Officers arc offering a much nwe positive approach. Our officer, 
Mr. David Evans, based at Bathurst for iheWestcm Region, is 
certainly one such person. 

Dave Evans has visited us in our home twice, once at the 
outset of our home schooling programme late last year and again 
a few weeks ago at our request We have found him to be not only 
totally professional in his approach, but also a warm, friendly ar»d 
cnormou^y supportive.indiyidual. He has answered our questions 
with clarity and accurate information. When unsure of the 
answers, he has said so instead of "waffling on" >vith personal 
assumptions.'He then carefully follows up the issue and prompdy 
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gels back lo us, by phone and in writing, again with accurate 
information. We believe he views the relationship as we do i.e a 
team approach between him and us with the goal being the 
assurance of a quality educational programme for our children, 
one which nurtures their learning ix>tehtials and encourages their 
pursuit of varied interests in an individualized, diverse and 
comprehensive way. He is also a marvellous"rcsource" person. 

Indeed, we do not view him at all as a threatening person 
to bc”tolerated" in our homeschooling programme, but rather as 
one we would be very hard pressed to do without! ! He is one of 
the major reasons for the positive feelings we have in starting 
home schooling and for the success of our programme with the 
children thus far. We sincerely hope this liason continues over 
time and that other readers are experiencing the same with their 
B.O.S.L.O.S. 

JOY GODKIN A£M.G ..VIC 

. VICTORIAN LEGISLATION DEFEATED 
The Alternative Education .Resource Group, particularly 
those people who have taken action over the Out Of School 
Education Bill in the last two months, wish to thank you both for 
your moral support, efforts in preparing relevant documentation, 
and your readiness to share ideas on the issues raised. We too 
share your view that the issue is far from being resolved, however 
the deferment of the passage ofthe Bill plus tlw promise of 
consultation is seen as an important first step. We look forward to 
the continuation of the frank relationship established between 
Hawthorn and Kelly vi lie on Home Education Matters. 

SUE DICKSON WOOLLAIIRA 

INTEREST LED LEARNING 
I’ve always believed in my heart, if not in practice, that 
children learn best when they direct their own learning and are 
genuinely interested in a subject. Some evidence of this happened 
last year pending our Board of Studies inspection. I decided to 
revise with Emmanuel (aged 10) some of the things we had 
covered during the year in science and social studies. 

Topics of his own choice included the universe, the 
history of flight and a study about windmills. In each of these 
areas he seemed to have remembered even the smallest detail. I 
was so impressed! We moved onto a topic that I had chosen - 
leaves. He couldn't remember the name of the tiny holes on the 
bottom of the leaf, nor their function and he was pretty vague in 
explaining why deciduous trees lose their leaves in winter. I found 
this whole exercise very interesting to say the least. Not that 1 
have ever doubled self .irected learning but this certainly proved 
the point to me. 

K. [AIDER MADDINGTONWA 
A CATHOLIC CURRICULUM AVAILABLE 
Mary of the Cross School is an Australian Home Study 
Programme established lo cater for the need' of young Australian 
Catholic children in their primary school yeais.The school’s 
development was inspired by Uic work of Mother Mary 
MacKillop, who took Catholic education lo the poor and to 
isolated families of early Australia. The school's name has been 



taken from Mother Mary's name in religion. The School aims to 
provide an elementary curriculum with its emphasis on the basics. 
Mathematics, Reading. Spelling and Science will be provided 
along with fohnal English (gimmar, puncldation, written 
expression and woid study). History and Geography will look at 
the world in general but will focus on Australia. Reading material 
will be provided at each year level. The upper grades will also be 
required to read books from a list of the classics. Lesson packages 
will be mailed regularly and will include tests and exercises lo be 
returned for grading. Suggestions will be made where extra work 
is required. Awards will be given where work is of a high 
standard. For more details please contact Mary of the Cross 
School. 22 Brabome Street, MADDINGTON WA 6109 Fees 
schedule >1992 I child $75.00 per term. 2 children $135.00 per 
temt, 3 children $ 185,00 per icnn 

LYNDA HATFIELD QUIRINDI 
HOMESCHOOLING AFTER CORRESPONDENCE 

It was great lo receive yet another terrific A.H J. It has 
supplied many stimulating hours of reading as well as producing 
enthusiasm and confidence. Thank you for the tremendous 
amount of lime and effort you arc putting into the journal and also 
to your family for sharing you. We have seen the light, have left 
correspondence behind and returned lo homeschooling. Oh. the 
liberation ! The pressure to keep up with weekly returns was 
enormous and seemed lo dominate our li ves.Well, two of the 
three have returned. Last year, Monty, not knowing if he wanted 
to go lo high school, decided he would try it out So wc arranged 
for him to attend the local high school for three days. He enjoyed 
it so thought he would like to go for year 7. We suggested he try it 
for six months to give it a fair trial. There arc some aspects he is 
being stimulated by and he is having no trouble coping with the 
situation but as yet he can’t imagine staying on. However, if be 
docs reuim to homeschooUng he won't be siuing out here on the 
property wondering what he is missing out on. He will know! 

We recently had a wonderful trip with another family. 
Together we bought an l8-seater ex-school bus, gathered a feu 
basic necessities together and set out for the Nullarbor. From 
Kalgoorlie we travelled towards Alice Springs speiKling two 
weeks at an Aboriginal community, Warburion, where we worked 
for two years when Monty was a toddler. At Giles Weather 
Station we inspected some incredibly simple recording equipmem 
all soon to be computerised, climbed 'the Rock', enjoyed 
Christmas in Alice Springs with friends, then down to Coober 
Pedy, Woomera, Pott Augusta, Mildura, Dubbo and home. SiiD 
we arc building our Trig’ house. Milling our own cypress pine is 
very satisfying (though slow) and a great learning experience. 
Visitors always welcome. What a difference it makes having a 
Support group close by aiKl an cmpathetic authorised person !! 

LAUREL CLARKE MUSWELLBROOK 
RESOURCES 

Firstly I want lo thank you for the Horn "school Journal, 
it has been a great help and support to me while I nave been 
getting started with homeschooling. As soon as it arrives I sit 
down and "devour" it It has been a real eye opener. I have always 
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disliked having to part with my chUdnm and send them oft to 
"school" and at the time there seemed little other choice, so my 
older two children completed their schooling in govchunent hin 
schools. Now however, I have the opportunity to school my last 
three at home and am gaining confidence with the help of lots of 
extra reading and support from other homeschooling people, 
RESOURCE MATERIALS 

Science: For simple but great science projects and experiments 
for various age groups, particularly primary and lower secondary 
level students, I found the bc^ by Leonard Dc Vries excellent 
It‘s called 10 1 Amazing experiments. Available at the library. 
Mathematics and English: I also recommend the "Video Aided 
Learning" programs "Maths made easy" and "English made 
easy". They contain all the basic maths and English principles 
which are taught in schools and also available as part of the 
program is the help of a phpne tutor and achievement certificates 
which can be used in a portfolio arrangement 
Language: Wc have chosen to learn sign language. It is easy and 
fun to leant and just as useful as any foreign language. We use the 
Talking Hands videos which are available at our libnuy. These 
come with booklet and signing dictionary. In the city or wherever 
there is a school for the deaf these videos probably will be 
available, possibly also classes for the learning of signing. The 
possibilities for using signing are numerous. 

CATHERINE ERREY OV RIME AH 

FUN WITH MATHS AT 6 YRS OLD & WORKSHOPS 

I‘d like to tell you of some fun we’ve been having with 
maths. Over Easter we went for a long drive by car. Feeling 
somewhat bored Anya (6 years) asked if wc could do some sums. 
So, "There were 5 birds feeding on the ground. 3 flew away. How 
many were left? Pause "2" came her answer. Wc went on this way 
for some time. Anya is now pretty comfortable with addition and 
subtraction of numbers up to P. She quite often asks me to make 
sums up for her. Perhaps the inspiration came from Anya’a cousin 
who attends school and has 20 "mentals" to do each night. 

Another thing Anya enjoyed while iravolling was 
reading the speed limit numbers. This idea came from a friend 
Anya’s age. If the new speed limit requires a drop in speed Anya 
will keep repeating it until I slow down. She is a good judge of our 
speed now. Thank you especially for the articles "Housecleaning 
and Homeschooling" by Debbie Westheimer and "Like a 
Weaning" by Peggy O’Mara. Thanks too for the workshops you 
run. The two I attended really helped me gain the confidence I 
needed to go ahead. I'd like to attend a workshop/gathering of 
practising homeschoolcrs to hear and share experiences. 

ROBYN TSAPAZI LEEMING WA 

HOME EDUCATING A SPECIAL NEEDS CHILD 

I read with interest an article in the West Aastralian 
yesterday (June 2nd) tilled "Learning at Home". It was discussing 
home leaching, the positive aspects and made comment on some 
concerns. I found the article most interesting. I started home 
teaching this year with my daughter. Perhaps wc are a little 
different to others who have undertaken this role. My daughter 
suffers from aphasia, and dyspraxia, and as a consequence she is 
non verbal. She is dependent on Australian Sign language and 



Ausian for communication . I am not sure of the numbers of 
parents who have learning disabled children and have chosen to 
teach them at home, but I understand that most of the home 
teaching programmes arc targeted at "regular" children. 1 have 
found home teaching very rewarding and my daughter has 
benefited enormously from our time at home. Her vocab for 
instance has doubled to over 400 signs - very encouraging and I 
am determined to continue. If any of your readers have anything 
you think might be of interest I would be grateful. 

(/ will pass on Robyn s address or your letters if you send your 
letters to P.O. Box 420 Kellyville 2153.) 

MARCELLE FOUNDLING BATHURST 
BATHURST AREA CONTACTS 

Hi! I'm just writing to sec if there is anyone home 
educating or intending to homeschooi in the Bathurst area. If so 1 
would love to hear from you on (063) 322132. I've just moved 
into the area and feeling like a loner as far as homeschooling goes. 
Thanks for all the work that goes into the journal, it's very much 
needed and appreciated. 

ANGELA EDV/AkDS WAHROONGA 
BOARD OF STUDIES INSPECTION 

Just a quick note to let you know how our recent 
Homeschooi registration inspection went In a word - great! Wc 
had Donna Gibbs, and she couldn’t have been nicer. She sat in the 
living room the whole time and basically just chatted. The girls 
thought this was great - a captured audience- and proceeded to 
present her with “craft” offerings and show off everything and 
anything they could lay their hands on. 

We used as our program the 6 key learning areas outline 
as sent out by the Board of Studies - the minimum requirements 
e.g. English- reading, writing, listening etc. plus daily journal to 
post-program. All with an open un-schooied approach - the main 
criteria being the girls interest level. We were up front with her 
that it was very much an evolving experience for all of us, and that 
as such we di^’t exactly know what we’d be doing. We have the 
Maths and Science and Technology syllabus, and I explained that 
our minimum expectation, however, was to have covered all aicas 
as set out in these by the end of the primary years - via the 
unschooled approach. Much to our surprise she fully understood 
and supported this, suggesting we get hold of the English syllabus 
which she had been working on. (when it comes out in May/June). 

Anyway, she is recommending a 2 year exemption, and 
commended us on our commitement to our girls' education and 
made comment about the “rich learning environment" we were 
providing forihem. All in all, great stuff! We’re very conscious of 
how the ease with which this monumental change/ milestone/ 
landmark/waicrshcd - that’s the word I am looking for - was 
passed through, is due in part to your (and it is late and I need 
another big word and can’t quite get it - washing up 6 limes a 
night is taking its toll I think!) stupendous contribution to 
homeschooling. The confidence we got from poring over the 
various literature - resource books - the programming workshop, 
etc. - to go with our convictions was invaluable. I can’t imagine 
ho V difficult it must have been to “chart the waters unnavigated” 
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(isn’t it amazing how metaphors gel mangled when you’re tired!) 
Many thanks, Joanne, for all the help. We’re just csctatic about 
tlte whole thing ajQif very grateful^you botheied to invest your time 
and cnergy'*promdting homesebooling. 

MARY-ANNE CUMMINS BONNY HILLS 

HOMESCHOOLING WITH A NEW BABY 
I look forward to receiving the Journal and my husband 
has been able to gel more in touch with homeschooling ideas by 
gradually reading the information as it arrives. He has been home 
with glandular fever for nearly a month and, for once, had lime to 
see us in “action”. The boys are progressing well and 
homeschooling is the best decision we have made. Thanks for ail 
your help in the early days.Our third child is due to arrive in about 
a week and everybody tells me homeschooling will become too 
much with a new baby. Perhaps you have an interesting article on 
the subject for a future journal. I have no intention of sending the 
children off to school because we have a baby. The pregnancy so 
far has led to many wonderful learring experiences with my 
eldest, Joseph (7) deciding to become a Pathologist when he 
grows up! We hope to have the chiiidren present for the birth and 
Jeremy (4) can’t wait to see the baby come out! A homeschooler’s 
life is so different to people with children “in school” and I feel 
I’m helping make the world a better place. The institution of 
school seems to do more damage than good. 

SUSAN LACOBA CAMPERDOWN 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
WORKSHOP WITH ROSEMARY HAFNER 
I appreciated the Science and Technology workshop you 
organised with Rosemary Hafner at Woodstock and I wondered if 
a similar thing could be orgartised with the other inspectors in the 
key learning areas. I would be especially interested in one for 
Human Society and its Environment 

SUSAN CROSSLEY MOSS VALE 

MOSS VALE SEMINAR 
Thank you once again for your encouragement last 
Sunday at the seminar at Moss Vale. Thank you for giving your 
time, expertise and experience so graciously to us. We really do 
appreciate it and I personally benefit greatly. I eqjccially 
appreciate your honesty in dealing with the realities of 
homeschooling. 

TERESA STEVENSON JIMBOOMBA 

REMOVING STRUCTURE 
Dear Jo> Anne re our discussion about suuctuie or lack 
of it: Phil (6) was feeling sullen and resentful because I was sitting 
him down each morning at 9am doing things that I felt he should 
be but that he disliked. He wasn't happy and although I was 
feeling that I was doing the right thing so I could answer the 
critics I wasn’t happy either. I was mindful of the books and 
articles advising a gainst early formal learning (Better Late than 
Early and School Can Wait) but I couldn’t see how I could 
conscientiously not sit down with Phil each school day and yet 
say I was homeschooling. 



Anyway, two weeks ago now I fell that it was no good 
seeing Phil unhappy and I was feeling like an ogre all the time and 
unhappy loo, so I just stopped! And, surprise of surprises, Phil 
spent hours learning, including mowing the grass (under his 
Dad’s supervision). Then he asked for help to create a sign 
advertising his lawn-mowing capabilities, and arranged with a 
friend in the local township to fix the sign to her fence. The hourly 
rate (S6.CX)) he discussed wiih Dad, allowing money for fuel and a 
little to contribute to dad for transport. The money he makes, he 
plans to spend repairing the 3 dismantled old Victas that he’s 
pulled down and cleaned with Dad’s help. And the hardest thing 
about all this? I didn’t organize any of it I feel guilty saying “I’m 
homeschooling Phil” for he is leaching himself (with good help 
from Dad!) 

The nicest thing is that Phil isn’t complaining about “no 
time to play” and he’s a lot happier and more willing to do what 1 
ask. I do still worry about what the neighbours will think of a 6 
year old mowing lawns during school hours (or riding the go-kan) 
but from the results in such a short time (i.e. happier, more 
obedient boy, willing worker and his being able to slick at, or 
keep reluming to a job at hand), I am gaining in the confidence 
that this is the right thing to do for us all. 
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EDUCA730N ACTS. ADMlNtSTHATlCN, 
POLICY & HOME EDUCATORS 

i 

i 



WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE HOME 
EDUCATION LEGISLATION/ 1 

REGULATIONS/ POLICY TO SAY ? j 

I 

I 

ONE IDEA 1 

L The State acknowledges that the natural educator of the 
child is the family and guarantees to rcspea the 
inalienable right and duty of parents to provide, according i 

to their means, for the religious and moral, intellectual, 
physical and soci^^l education of their children, 

2. Parents shall be free n provide this education in their 
homes or in private schools or in schools recognised or 
established by the StateJf 

I 

( 

j 3. The Stale shall not oblige parents in violation of their 
i conscience or lawful preference to send their children to 
schools established by the State, or to any particular 
school recognised by the State. 

4. All children, in schools and in their homes, shall be 
guaranteed a certain minimum academic education. 

ANOTHER IDEA 

Children between the ages of 6 and 1 5 arc required to 
attend school unless they have a reasonable excuse. 

(based on the Victorian legislation) 

J 

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

THE OPITON OF HOME EDUCATION 
When considering or taking up the option of homeschooling 
anywhere in Australia, I believe it is your responsibility to 
become informed about the legislative and administrative 
requirements for your state, if any. (Education has been a state by 
slate concern since Federation - though it is federally funded). 

KNOW YOUR LAW 

It is inconceivable that one would drive on the roads not knowing 
the road rules. Tlicrc is an Act of Parliament in every State and 
Territory which governs education. You should get a copy of 



your Act, regulations and policy and read them so that you 
understand your rights. Except for N.S.W, the section that 
refers to Home Education is listed under the pan called 
“Compulsory Attendance”. Legislation is usually written to 
ouUinc the basic “rules” while “policy, guidelines etc.” arc 
formulated by “Education Departments. Education Minisines 
or the Board of Studies” (the names change from state to state) 
as an extra to the Law. Supposedly to help administrators of 
the law define things more accurately and apply the law more 
reasonably. When tabled in Parliament or allowed for in the 
legislation guidelines and regulations usually have the same 
effect as the Law itself. However regulations & guidelines 
must be seen to reflect the “intention” of an Act although the 
administrators' interpretation of the intention of the Act is 
often a lot different from what we would desire. 

SUPPORT GROUPS 

After you have “read your rights” another avenue for 
explanation and interpretation of your Act and its aacndani 
regulations (if any) are national & state newsletters arvi 
support groups - sensibly not all support groups take the same 
attitude with regards to the Law. For some people any 
interference by the Slate in what is seen as a basic “right” of 
parents, i.e. to CHOOSE the type of education they prefer for 
their children, is not accepted and these people have not 
become involved in any form of “registration” with the Siaie 
Other families choose the registration/ certification/ 
dispensation process with various degrees of enthusiasm and 
arc treated by education adminstraiors with various degrees of 
respect and intimidation. This treatment however makes no 
difference to your real right to homeschool and if the law or 
requirements in your Slate arc onerous you may wish to hdp 
those people who are attempting to create change. 

POLITICS 

Unfortunately education in Australia is a political football and 
administration and policy lends to change depending on w no 
is “in charge” at the time. The Liberal Party claims to have a 
more benevolent attitude to the concept of a parent’s 
inalienable right to homeschool but in practice this lends to be 
token with the attendant Law and regulations being even more 
restrictive than those in Labor Slates. It is important for all of 
us to remember to keep our politicians informed on a regular 
basis of what we arc doing in home education, what wc dcs^ 
for it and how they, as our reprcscntaiivcs, can facilitate ow 
wishes. 
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THE MINISTER 

U has also become increasingly common in Australia over the 
last decade to make die responsible Minister, rather than a 
court of Law, the final arbiter of what is right and wrong in 
many areas of our lives, including education, though this is 
not the ease in either Victoria or the A.C.T. In Victoria a 
definition of "reasonable excuse* is able to be defended in a 
magistrate s court by any parent The mam reason for diis 
erosion of rights is the unwillingness ot governments to be 
taken to court and “lose**. To pre-empt such occurrences, laws 
have been written diis way. Homeschoolcrs may well become 
a vocal group of people who feel compelled to object to this 
erosion of citizens rights to access a court oi law. 

WHOSE VERSION OF THE TRUTH ? 

Any "working" committee or group that studies 
homeschooling" in any state (as was recendy done in 
Tasmania) and even committees at a federal level can manage 
to inlluence your homeschooling without your even knowing 
about It. For example some people feel diat a change in 
Federal funding could conceivably force the States to become 
even more regulatory with regard to home education. So 
please lake the time to keep informed and tell the people who 
can annoy your life permanendy how you feel about things at 
a local (inspectors), stale (administrators and Minister) and 
Federal (The Education Minister- Mr. Bcazley) level. 

big business 

In a recent interview with The Minister of Education in 
N.S.W, Virginia Chadwick, she was quoted as saying that she 
conuols a budget of $4.5 billion, (Sun- Herald 19.7.92) which 
is almost a third of the State budget for N.S.W. This amount 
of money docs not even include the income generatedby text 
book manufacturers, retailers or private tutors. Education is 
big business for a large number of people and hoincsehooling 
could easily be seen as threatening to that business. 



IT’S TIME TO REALLY TALK 
ABOUT EDUCATION 

Interesting reading on this topic includes 

♦ Compelling Belief - The Culture of American 
Schooling by Stephen Arons 

* Dumbing us Down - John Taylor Gatto 

ANNETTE BERRYMAN of A.E.R.G has had the idea, 
and I fully support her, that we need to try hard to bring 
education issues (not just homeschooling issues) on to a 
bigger stage than just state by state lobbying and 
discussion. Education needs to be talked about as a real 
issue for everyone not just in terms of reforming the school 
system, but in terms of really discussing alternatives to the 
"factory" model. 

We would like to encourage you to join us in a hopeful 
spirit of starting some long term openness about where 
education is going in Australia with a view to having all 
authorities acknowledge that education is much bigger than 
schools and that we are doing our society a great disservice 
by seeking to limit diversity and altcmativcs in education. 
If you would like to contribute ideas or write articles about 
this issue we would love to create a forum to print them. So 
please send your comments to 

Annette Berryman c/- "OTHERWAYS" A.E.R.G 39 
William St Hawthorn 3122 Victoria or 

Jo-Anne Beirne "AUSTRALIAN HOMESCHOOL 
JOURNAL^ - Homeschoolcrs Australia P.O. Box 420 
Kellyville 2153 N.S.W with your contribution. 
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l>y ANDREA FULLER VENUS WAY SA 

niis is a brief report on the new Aiiainmeni Levels that 
the Educauon Dopartmcni of S.A. is introducing to ail schools - 
supposed 10 be felly i:r;plc:ncr.ied by 1994, and I believe all S.A. 
home.se lKX>Iers may be c.x|x:cted to use them for their evaluations 
as well. 

A copy of the Attainment Levels should be available 
from all Regional Education Centres and all S.A. schools. The 
document folder is full of a lot of waffly jargon, but it also 
contains some concise, well set out summary sheets of each level 
and subject area. The following statements are my interpretations. 

The rationale of this new "baby” (which is held in high 
esteem by most educational authorities, and I believe W.A. 
authorities arc looking at using it also) include: - 

1) provision for a uniform assessment and evaluation procedure 
for the whole state. 

2) provision for individual assessment where children’s progress 
can be evaluated without tlie need to compare against each other - 
testing is not part of the Attainment Levels. 

3) providing a more positive approach to evaluation procedures 
and assessment since it is SKILLS LEARNT that is the basis for 
evaluation rather than what is not known 

4) emphasis on skills aquircd rather tlian knowledge retained. 

5) provision for flexibility and change. The Attainment Levels are 
supposed to be under constant review. 

All S.A. primary schools arc supposed to be using the Attainment 
Levels by the end of next year, I think, and all schools including 
secondary by 1994. But other assessment procedures will also still 
be operational. 

The Atiainment Levels: - 

Six levels of attainment have been defined for each subject area, 
through what the Education Department has termed "the 
compulsory years of schooling", (i ,e. 5-15 yrs) 

The arbitary number of six was specifically chosen to try and 
prevent correlating attainment levels with age levels or year 
levels. (10 yrs) (Reception to year 10) 

Children of the same age or in the same year may be at different 
attainment levels. Children may be at different attainment levels 



in different subjects. It is not essential for children to be n 
attainment level 6 before auempting their S ACE or other 
university entry exam. 

The subject areas are: 

The Arts - includes music, movcmcni, drama, art 
English- includes reading, writing and talking LOTE-language 
other than English, (not all children arc expected to reach any 
level in LOTE) 

Health and Personal Development 
Mathematics 
Science and Technology 
Society and Environment 

It is anticipated the subject areas may change in time. 

Attainment Statements for each level of each subject arc given 
and then observable outcomes stated illustrated with examples. 
The following will give you a very brief view. 

Tlic Arts. Level I. .Attainment Statement : the student shares w liat 
he or she is doing and can explain activities and choices. 
Observable outcome: the student can show and explain an 
processes and products to others e.g. talks about choice of 
material and method of construction, e.g. responds to works of 
other children by questioning, applauding, joining in. 

The Arts. Level 6. Attainment Statement : "the student recognises 
the importance of rehearsal and undertakes and applies the 
process of refinement and polishing for the presentation of an 
works to public audiences." 

Health and Personal Development. Level 1 : the student knows 
what people eat can influence their health. Level 6: the student 
understands the physiology of reproduction, pregnancy and birth 
and the social and pyschological aspects involved. 

Society and Environment. Level 1 : the student observes and 
records ways in which animals care for their young.Level 6: the 
student recognises causes and effects of natural and human 
induced disasters and their impact on the environment. 

There arc numerous attainment statements (between 5 
and 20) for each level of each subject area and a majority of skills 
(noi all) have to be met for the student to be deemed at that level. 

I think it is well worth while for all SA homcschoolcrs to 
rcad through this. Its flexibility and emphasis on individual 
differences and broader perspectives make it particularly suitable 
for homeschoolers when trying to work out evaluation procedures 
and curricula planning to suit the department. It may also be a 
useful reference for other slates. 

As far as the S A Education Department is concerned one 
of its uses will be to compare different teaching methods and 
styles aiKl schools (and homeschools?) for information on what is 
working well through these attainment levels. 

Some of it seems very subjective and open to individual 
interpretation, but I personally sec it as a positive step m the right 
direction, a much more realistic view of education today and of 
potential benefit to homcschoolcrs. 
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VICTORIA 



A VICTORY 

The Vicioruins beat their change in Icgisiauon!!! Huge 
congraiulauons must go to all those paiple vvho put such a big 
ctlorl into mobilising. \^nung and getting heard on the issues and 
those who are continuing to monitor the situation. 

IS IT ALL OVER? 

But if we hope that this will be the end of the trouble then I 
believe along with many others such as Anneue Eerryman of 
A.E.R.G., John Angelico of Families Honouring Christ and Frank 
Maiicu of The Clirisiian Family School that this is a forlorn hope. 
The Families Honouring Christ newsletter recently noted that a 
letter has gone out from the Director of the Schools Improvement 
Branch announcing that the branch "will review current 
Department of School Education procedural requirements for 

home tuition in the light of concerns " "Interest groups and 

organisations concerned with home tuition will continue to be 
consulted during this process" The advice of all the Support 
groups to their members has been do NOT respond to these 
overtures. 

DO NOT ASK FOR PERMISSION TO HOME TEACH 
The fact is that the legislation in Victoria is excellent as it is & 
there is no need for parents to register with the Education 
Department if they have “a reasonable excuse*' for their children 
not attending school. A reasonable excuse is that you arc 
educating your children at home. (Education Act 1958 Section 
53.) If you are already in the system why not consider opting out 
now? 

PARENTS’ RIGHT TO CHOOSE 

This is exactly how it should be and how every Act should read. It 
was always the intention of the law makers that PARENTS 
EDUCATE their own children and. for those parents that couldn't 
there is the option of state or privately provided schools. Ptircnts 
have always taken up this option perhaps more so in Victoria than 
in any other state. In ail the years ilierc has never been any 
evidence that these home educated children didn't become 
educated and go into the workforce and become normally 
functioning citizens. 

A NEED TO LEGISLATE AND REGULATE? 

So why the sudden need to regulate, define, prescribe and dictate 
restrictive legislation and then regulations to home educators? It 
cannot be because they presume that the parents who wish to 
undertake this option now arc less well educated than their 
predecessors 10 » 40 years ago. After all most parents who are or 
who desire to home educate have themselves graduated from the 
Victorian schooling system. It cannot be standards or an 



on favourable companson oi homcschcK)ling .standards because 
auch £ study has never been done and furthermore there is a great 
deal of evidence to show that the education standards in many 
\'ictorian (and all other States’ schools) arc extremely ordinar>' 
and many children arc not being educated to the standard they 
deserve, it isn’t a question of rcstmrccs because the average 
homeschooi with 4 children is 5 times richer in adult, community 
access and physical rc.sourccs than the average child sharing a 
classroom with 25 others and one teacher. So what is the issue? 

CONTROL 

Many believe the issue is one of control and it comes from both 
sides of the political spectrum. Schools are the instrument; used 
by governments and institutions lo subtly indoctrinate and enforce 
die State’s vision of acceptable uiith. Read Compelling Belief - 
The Culture of American Schooling by Stephen Arons for more 
on this. The founders of compulsory schooling always argued that 
it is in the Stales’ interest to ensure that children have a greater 
allegiance to the State than their families. How else could you 
guaramcc that they would fight for the survival of a nation? How 
else could one ensure adherence to the common good, 
materialism, class • ism and elitism if one didn't have children 
from a very young age and tell them that they wanted these things 
for themselves and that God and family - values, authority and 
allegiances were of secondary value 7 

AN'n-FAMILY 

Many homeschoolcrs reject the policies, morals and view of life 
that governments have as being distinctly anti -family. Some of us 
believe that schools are the means whereby many children are 
indoctrinated into a me-first. materialistic, violent and peer group 
^dominated world that we object to for a myriad of reasons. (For 
more on this read Dumbing Us Down - John Taylor Gatto). 

THE GOOD WORK 

Why should home educators be subject to any of the criteria that 
is laid down for schools when for the most part we object to their 
basic ethics, their assumptions about children and learning, their 
programs, their standards, their methods, their evaluations and 
their right to decide what is good and bad for society or even that 
they are capable of doing it in the first place? I hope the Victorians 
keep up the good fight and I believe they will win in the long run. 
It is an exciting example of what we have before us to aim for in 
every other state of Australia. 
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QUEENSLAND THE WORST STATE 
FOR HOME EDUCATION 

THE LAW IN QUEENSLAND 

S. 57 EDUCATION (GENERAL PROVISIONS) ACT 1989 s. 
58 page 21 PART V— COMPULSORY EDUCATION 

57, Compulsory cnrolmcnl and aiicndance at school. Ever>' parent of a 
child being of the age of compulsory aiicndance shall cause that child — 
(a) to be enrolled al a Stale school; or 

lb) lo be enrolled ai a non-Sialc school. 

and to attend on every school day the Slate or non^State school at which 
he is enrolled unless there is in existence at ihc material time, in respect 
of that child a dispensation or provisional dispensation granted in 
accordance with section 58. 

58. Dispensation from compliance with compulsory cnrolmcnl and 
attendance provisions. (I) The Minister may grant to a parent of a child of 
die age of compulsory aiicndance. in rcspccl of that child, dispensation 
from compliance with any obligation set forth in section 57 during the 
period specified if any. in such dispensation and may at any time revoke 
the dispensation so granted. 

(2) In connexion with a dispensation refened to in subsection (I) any of 
the following shall be deemed to be a valid reason for such 
dispensation: — 

(a) that the child concerned is receiving, in the opinion of the Minister, 
instruction — 

(i) in a place other than a State school or a non-Siaic school in accordance 
with guidelines prescribed by Order in Council; 

(ii) in a range of subjects acceptable lo the Minister, in som other 

manner which, in the opinion of the Minister, is efficient and 
regular; 

(e) that there is any other reason that in the opinion of the Minister is 
valid. 

ORDER IN COUNCIL 

A copy of the Order in Council mentioned in 58 2 (a) (i) can be 
found in Queensland Government Gazette no. 146 p. 2993 and is 
in fact incorporated word for word in Home Schooling - An 
Information Booklet under the heading Guidelines in Respect of 
Inslmction in a Place other than a Slate or Non-State School, page 

2, published by Uic Department of Education in January 1990. 

GUIDELINE 4 

Tliis horrible piece of discriminatory regulation specifics that to 
teach your own children you must either be 1. A Queensland 
registered teacher 2. Employ a Queensland registered teacher or 

3. Use the Queensland Distance Education Program (at a cost of 
about SI 000 jxir year) 

THE THREE OTHER CHOICES 

1. To use A.C.E. materials as no-one using these materials is 

prosecuted and they do not apply for dispensation. An officer of 



the Department has informed me that no prosecutions against 
A.C£. families have been launched because although the A.C.A. 
is not yet registered as a private school there are registered private 
schools using the A.C.E. materials from which families who 
desire these materials could easily get access and thus be covered 
by the Act. 

2. Lie low aiKi hope not to be discovered. A recent article in a 
Queensland newspaper said that families caught who do not have 
dispensation could possibly have their children taken from them 
by the Welfare DepanmenL Carolyn Gibbs of Noosa Heads has 
wnilen to the Education Minister re this statement and part of the 
letter from his senior policy advisor Michael Stephenson states 
''Whether (he Department of Education seeks prosecution in such 
cases, as provided for in Section 6 1, is a matter for the Ministers 
discretion. Should t.^ Department choose to prosecute, the 
matter would then become one for the police to pursue through 

the court. The Department of Family Services might become 

involved at this stage". 

3. In his latest newsletter Frank Marrett of Werribce has also 
written to the Minister requesting information re: Section 58 (c) 
"that there is any other reason that in the opinion of the Minister 
is valid." Frank is of the opinion that a valid reason is an objection 
to dispensation on religioas grounds and has asked the Minister if 
this qualifies. I cannot see why any strongly argued case could not 
be determined as valid. THIS IS VERY INTERESTING and 
ignorantly I did not notice it previously! Thank you Frank ! John 
Peacock in his recent magazine published a letter from a lady who 
slated that she couldn't afford the Dist Educ. program and she 
hadn't heard from anyone since - another valid reason? 

ACTION 

What right has any government to deny parents the right to home 
educate ? Many people believe that now is the time to do 
something about this. We have been told that there arc impending 
changes in different pieces of legislation to meet social justice 
issues in Queensland and that possibly homeschooiing will be 
considered as one of these. We must tell the Premier Wayne Goss 
and the Education Minister Paul Braddy now so that they kiK)w 
we want change. 

INTERESTING 

In N.S.W there arc about 650 registrations for h/sing. Mr. 
Braddy’s figures for home education in QLD are 25 with 8 
refusals in 1992. 

A MEETING WITH THE QUEENSLAND HOME SCHOOL 
STATE REVIEW COMMITTEE 27th July 1992 
Our family has often considered living in Qld permanently but 
one of our most serious concerns about moving was our ability to 
homcschool there. With this in mind I started to write to Mr 
Braddy - my first letter was 28 March 1991, hoping to convince 
him to change the homeschooling requirements in his Slate. A.s I 
am not a teacher, would not employ one and will not use Dist. 



AUSTRALIAN HOMESCHOOL JOURNAL ISSUE 34 
PAGE 14 




REST COPY AVAILABLi; 



Educ. programs. 

I started writing after taking advice and enlisting the 
suppon of two people I greatly admire and respect. Bob 
Osmak of the Qld. Homeschooling Assoc, and Dr Barry 
Marker of James Cook University^ Townsville. In every letter 
I wrote, we three requested that we be invited to meet with the 
.Minister to discuss our joint concerns. At no lime did I say 
that I was representative of all homcschoolcrs. It is totally 
impossible to represent all homcschoolcrs because, 
thankfully, we arc a diverse and independent lot. However 
Bob Osmak, Barry Harker and I did want to speak to the 
Minister for ourselves and for those who enlisted us to fight 
their cause because they were too seared to be heard. I had no 
great plans for change or any particular agenda. Those who 
know me from seminars arc well aware that I believe all 
children have the right to an education and all parents have 
the right to provide that education. 

In my opinion everyone, no maucr what their 
background, resources or methods, should be entitled to 
homeschool . I just decided to be the woman who didn't 
giveup and knocked at the door so loud and for so long that 
the judge had to let her in. In every letter I tried to think up 
another issue to break down the barriers. 

I asked about denial of natural justice, quoted the 
Declaration of Human Rights, prepared a submission about 
the range of alternatives that people use when homeschooling 
and the great results gained, sent books, a video and research 
papers. Mostly I asked LOTS of questions. Such as, why are 
A.C.E families not prosecuted given that they arc technically 
in contravention of the law? (1 believed, perhaps wrongly, 
the real reason for non-prosecution of A.C.E. families was 
because the A.C.A is a very active and strong organisation 
that has always used much foresight in protecting its families) 

I also suggested that perhaps it was just that A.C.E had a 
structured program ? Would a structured program be 
acceptable?- Not that I was prepared to take this option for 
myself as I homeschool in an unstructured manner, but 
because I wanted to elicit from the Department people (who 
always advise Ministers on their replies) just what it was that 
they were concerned that parents couldn't do and teachers 
could. 

In the meantime I was still getting regular phone 
calls from Queenslanders who wanted to homeschool, who 
were getting hassled, who did not feel able to hide or did not 
want to use A.C.E (Carolyn Gibbs says the same thing in her 
recent newsletter), so I kept on going and lo and behold I was 
recently asked to meet with the Home School State Review 
Co nmiitee. While I do not want to be accused of looking a 
gif. horse in the mouth I have a great problem with this 
me eting for a few reasons. 

1. The H.S.S.R.C, has absolutely no mand'jte to either change 
things or advise the minister to change anything. 

2. While Alan Mulaly on the Committee is sympathetic u 
homeschooling I see it as a denial of natural justice that I have 



to present my homeschooling case to representatives of parents' 
organisations who may or may not be philosophically opposed to 
homeschooling. These are not the people to whom we should be 
talking as the Minister is the correct person to consider the issues. 

3. 1 see this as a possible delaying tactic given the present injustice 
is an issue that needs to be addressed now. 

4. 1 don't want to downplay the importance of the enormous 
homeschooling issue, which I feel the Minister has already done 
by only allowing a one hour meeting. Furthermore I was invited 
on my own, not with Bob Osmak despite his devotion to the 
homeschooling cause (though I go with his blessing) and not with 
Dr Harker as he had only 2 days in Brisbane in July which we had 
advised the Minister about a month before. 

AGENDA AT THE MEETING 

So I am going to go lo the meeting with a challenge - 1 intend to 
come out with a commitment, and Sue Macqueen has given me 
the impression that this is possible, with a recommendation that 
the issue of homeschooling be opened to all those people who 
have written to the Minsitcr about the issue (and othei:s) who 
want to discuss the whole issue AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

Also I am going to answer any questions the Committee presents 
to me about what I know about homeschooling practice, research, 
facts, figures and laws arouitd Australia and our family's 
homeschooling. I make no apologies for the fact that I am 
addressing the Committee, while it is not my first choice of 
options it is still one more step towards some acknowledgment by 
the Minister that something needs lo be done about 
homeschooling in Qld and needs to be done now. 

I would like to encourage everyone to write with the same 
persistence as I did. The more of us that answer questions about 
our own homeschooling in the Committee the more they will see 
homeschooling as the diverse and important , high quality, 
alternative education option that it is. 

WHAT YOU MIGHT LIKE TO DO 

1. Write (or fax ) a letter to Mr. Paul Braddy at P.O. Box 33 
Brisbane North Quay 4002 Fax (07) 229 6562 and tell him what 
you think of the Queensland legislation aiKl the injustice that it 
perpetrates. Spell out in a simple and short manner your personal 
grievances. 

SUPPORT GROUPS 

Become a part of local , state and national support groups to stay 
informed about options and progress towards change. Not all 
individuals & groups like to have their names published but I will 
happily put people in contact with those few others I know if they 
rcquCvSt it and send a self addressed stamped envelope. 
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TASMANIA 



When tlic law or regulations concerning homeschooling are 
not good we can often point immediately to the fact that the 
bureaucrats concerned had little or no contact with 
bomeschoolcrs and little or no understanding of the 
philosophy and practice of home education when the law and 
regulations were being formulated. 

GETTING WHAT YOU WANT 

However this is not always the case. In N S W wc broke our 
necks at every turn for two and a half years to make sure that 
every relevant person from the Minister down knew how we 
all felt when our N.S.W legislation was changing. While we 
gained some concessions, of which we are proud, there are 
many areas that are FAR less than wc would have liked. In 
the area of the formulation of the law we were both successful 
and unsuccessful and in the area of regulations wc believe 
dial lots of negotiation and understanding plus a very healthy 
ongoing dialogue has enabled us to achieve a great deal. 

THE WORKING PARTY IN TASMANIA 
I sense from John Peacock's editorial in a recent issue of 
Home Education that he was somewhat frustrated (strong 
enough?) by the process of being a part of the Tasmanian 
Working Party that investigated home education. After 
reading the results of that Working Party in the most recent 
issue of Frank Marreii*s Christian Family Homeschool 
Magazine I can see why. John and the others on the 
committee would have fought long and hard for parents' 
rights and less conuol of homeschooling and that is not the 
impression that I get that the report is recommending. 



Furthermore, whether the Minister or the working Committee 
itself is responsible I am not sure but a copy of this report has 
been sent to every Minister and Education Department 
throughout Australia, giving the impression that it is some sort 
of defmiuve study of homeschooling. Both politicians and 
administrators in other Slates have already staned quoting the 
conclusions of this far from exhaustive study of 
homeschooling to us at an official level as if it were accepted 
knowledge and the conclusions accepted by all 
homcschoolcrs, when this is definitely NOT the case. It seems 
that unless homcschoolcrs arc continually bombarding the 
authorities with information it is always possible that 
misinformation can rule the day. 

NEW SOUTH 
WALES 



The number of registered homcschoolcrs and conscientious 
objectors in N.S.W is increasing all the time. Wc arc around 
650 registered (not including conscientious objectors) as at 
June 1992. The administration of homeschooling continues to 
be excellent witli all people very pleased about their dealings 
with authorised persons. 

ACCESS TO Q STORES / EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT STORES 

Later in this newsletter you will read the interesting nc vs that 
homcschoolcrs will have restricted access to the stores a ed by 
schools. Should anyone desire to thank the Minister for this 
option her address is P.O. Box 33 G.P.O. Sydney 2001 
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WEST AUSTRALIA 



The West Ausiral’Jin Education Act 1928-81 says *’ 14. Any ot the 
following reasons shall be deemed a reasonable excuse: — (a) 

That a child is under regular and efficient instruction at home or 
elsewhere of which fact notice in writing has been given by the 
parents or parent to the Director-General not more than fourteen 
days after such instruction is commenced or not more than 
fourteen days after the date when the parents or parent would be 
in the ordinary course obliged uiKlcr section thirteen ol this Act to 
send the child to a Government or efficient school; and whether 
such insuuciion is efficient or not shall be a matter for the 
decision of the Minister, who may require the report of a 
Superintendent of Education thereon. (The other relevant section 
is section 16 w hich says that a child between the ages of 6 & 15 
must attend school unless “ilicrc is a reasonable excuse” - section 
14 is the definition of a reasonable excuse.) The Education Act 
Regulations 1960 state 8. (1) “Where a parent of a child who has 
not reached leaving age informs a welfare officer or the chief 
executive officer that the child is under regular and efficient 
insuuction at home or elsewhere, a Superintendent may, alter 
examining the child, grant that child a certificate exempting him 
from attending school. (2) (a) A certificate so granted may be 
cancelled, by notice in writing served on a parent of the child by 
the Chief Executive Officer if it appears to him that there has been 
an alteration of the circumstances under which the certificate was 
granted ”. 

BAD THINGS ABOUT THIS LAW 

1. The ultimate recourse to justice is the Minister, who decides the 
definition of “regular” and “efficient" with a “Disuici 
Superintendent and the Chief Executive Officer”. This is a denial 
of natural justice. 

2. It gives those people with a vested interest in one form of 
education, “institutionalised” education, the right to decide to 
certificate others who reject their form of “schooling ' in the first 
place. 

3. There have been successful prosecutions in 1991 and 1992, not 
because the fatnilies concerned weren’t educating well but 
because they were not fulfilling an individual District 
Superintendent’s definition of “program, learning, achievement 
etc.” and because they were bullied into sending their children 
back to school. They were prosecuted unjustly under theWelfarc 
Act. 

POSSIBLE GOOD THINGS ABOUT THIS LAW 

1. There are many people who have been homeschooling for years 
under this Act with little or no trouble. 

2. If or when the Minister denies the right to homeschool, it is the 
Minister’s responsibility to prosecute the family. We believe that 
this requires that the Minister must prove to a magisuate that a 
family is not giving regular and efficient insunction. If the 
magisuate is open minded and just and not just in the business of 
ensuring that the Minister’s will is fulfilled, a committed 



homesch(X)ling family could easily prove regular and efficient 
instruction albeit at the cost oi time, energy, lawyers and 
stress. 

WEST AUSTRALIAN REALITIES 
The W.A. Ministry of Education has recently released a 17 
page policy entitled “Procedures for Ministry’ Officers 
Authorising Home Tuition in West Australia 1992” and 
“Advice to Parents Considering Home Tuition in West 
Australia 1992”. These procedures come about possibly as a 
reaction to an increasing number of parents in W.A. applying 
for exemption and as a result of submissions by 
homeschooling individuals and groups as a reaction to a draft 
policy first released in 1990. The Chairman of the Committee 
set up to study the submissions was Gail Wyatt. 

POLICY NOT REFLECTIVE OF SUBMISSIONS 
While written submissions were received on the policy, 
regular application by homeschooling individuals and groups 
to address the Committee and the Minister were refused. It is 
true to say that the new px)licy is not at all representative nor 
reflective of any of the submissions that were put to the 
Committee. It is also one to say that the new policy is even 
more restrictive and open to horrible interpretation than the 
draft policy. It is interesting to note that now that the policy is 
in place and being interpreted in a most heavy handed and 
discriminatory manner by some District Superintendents, the 
Minister has only most recently directed Gail Wyatt (not a 
Ministry employee but on a private contract) to finally make 
contact with homeschoolers on the issues that concern them. 

RESTRICTIVE AND DISCRIMINATORY 
The West Australian regulations arc appalling and apply to 
homeschoolers restrictive and discriminatory obligations that 
are not applied to teachers nor schools in W.A. Furthermore 
there is no allowance for anything other than a “school type” 
program and parents are required to demonstrate intangible 
and subjective proofs that their children are learning to the 
satisfaction of the officer concerned. For instance "'Students 
on home learning will be expected to maintain an appropriate 
rate of learning** (Attachment 2) “If parents fail to 
demonstrate the above to a nominated Ministry Officer then 
approval for home tuition will be withdrawn” . Yet in a recent 
case approval was withdrawn and one of the reasons 
verbalised by the Superintendent was because the family had a 
child who h^ accelerated in the area of Maths since being 
homeschooled. The officer considered this advancement 
inappropriate. 

REFUSALS 

It is easy to assume that those people being refused permission 
in W.A. are perhaps in some way inefficient or inadequate but 
I can assure this is not the case. I have extremely close 
knowledge of more than 100 programs and approvals for 
home tuition in N S.W and many of the refused W.A. 
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applicants and their papcnvork would be considered excessive in 
N.S.W. I have copies of the W. A. programs and have been 
integrating with some of these highly educated, motivated and 
commiued parents closely and I personally cannot believe that 
these parents are being refused the right to home educate unless 
the Minister has a deliberate policy of limiting homeschooling in 
W.A. However real exposure of the NEW policy will come in 
December when many long term successful and experienced 
homeschoolcrs will be forced to submit to the new "trial" 
procedures. 

WHAT TO DO? 

L CAREFULLY READ THE ACT AND THE POLICY 
Get a copy of the “Procedures" sent to you from the Ministry. 
Read them carefully, write down in the strongest terms your 
objections and post a copy of your objections to the Premier 
Carmen Lawrence. We have all tried on numerous occasions to 
meet with the Minister for Education Kay Hallahan. Not only 
docs she not reply to letters or answer our questions but she 
refuses to see any homeschooling representatives. Despite being 
required to do so by W.A. law she has not in reality consulted with 
the special interest groups effected by the policy This policy has 
been totally conceived with the intention of limiting, restricting 
and possibly removing the option of homeschooling. 

2. WRITE TO THE PREMIER 

It is lime to be a.s politically adept as were the Victorians and use 
the fact that the Labor government in W.A. is teetering on the 
brink of scandal and has a very slim majority to get the politicians 
to listen to home educators’ concerns. Dr. Carmen Lawrence, the 
Premier, is an intelligent and well-educated woman who should 
be able to see that it is highly discriminatory to apply to 
homeschoolcrs arbitrary and discriminatory requirements not 
required of schools. She has slated in the past to Homeschoolers 
Australia that she is open to the idea of home education so we 



must give her as much information as possible and apply as much 
pressure as is necessary to ensure that the perfectly workable and 
adequate situation that existed before 1992 be returned to 
immediately. 

3. SUPPORT GROUPS 

Join local, state and national groups to keep informed . Local 

W.A. people to contact are 

Sue Warner 18 Coogan Ave Greenmount 6056. 

Leonie Westonberg 4 Herdsman Pde Wembley 6014 
Gina Wright P.O. Box 334 Denmark 6333 098 481 671 
Mei Cheng 16/70 Broadway Nedlands 6000 
Lyn Gould P.O. Box 60 Tambellup 6320 098 258219 
Karen Lawtie P.O. Box 339 Donnybrook 6239 

4. WRITE TO THE OPPOSITION 

The Shadow Minister for Education, the Liberal Fred Tubby has 
been kept appraised of the situation since November last year and 
is supportive of homeschoolers and their right to undertake this 
option. It is his written opinion that the present Minister does 
intend to limit homeschooling in W.A. and it is his stated 
intention to change this should he get into power. However, Fred 
Tubby too needs to be educated . He thinks the N.S.W law is a 
good option and the Working Parly in Tasmania on Home 
Education had the right ideas (I disagree strongly with both of 
these assumptions) and these would be good models for W.A - 
they would NOT. The Law as it exists in W.A. presently is 
MUCH better than the one that exists here in N.S.W., though our 
administration is excellenL 

I heartily encourage you to do something about home education in 
W.A. now. 
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EARLY MORNING RAID - 
CHILDREN TAKEN FROM THEIR 

PARENTS A BRIEF OVERVIEW by Jo-Anne Belrne 



Most people will have seen or heard headlines like 
the above in newspapers, on T.V. and radio in May. 
For all commiiicd parents everywhere the very 
thought that tiieir children could be forcibly 
removed strikes to the very core of our beings. 

SOCIAL WORKERS 

I count myself as one of the great many people 
involved in the homeschooling movement who 
have a deep and suspicious distrust of some social 
workers. While idealistically I see that a good 
society feels it must make sure that all citizens that 
arc possibly being mistreated arc looked after, I 
strongly object to the idea of paid "social workers" 
as police force and arbiters and g uar dians of the 
rights nd morals of a community. 

It is my strong belief that if our society pul as much 
money, commitment, manpower and energy into 
supporting families as the basic unit of a healthy 
society then we would have a more moral, ethical, 
efficient, safe and pleasant world and a lot less need 
for social workers & psychologists. 

DISCRIMINATION 

How docs one simply define a good parent, a good 
^ucator, a good child ? And whose responsibility 
is it to provide the definition ? As horn esc hoolcrs 
we arc all very aware of discrimination, we know 
what it feels like to have people think of us as 
criminals just because we decide not to send our 
chilcken to school. To be different is to be suspect 
and in a society that values confonniiy to a "media" 
picture of the perfect nuclear family (both parents at 
work, baby in day care) and its rules and methods 
some of us are already "weird" and "suspect". 

OBSERVATIONS 

Over a period of time I have had personal contact 
with ilie families whose children were removed 
from their homes at 6 a.m in the morning. While we 



would undoubtedly not sec eye to eye on every 
issue, (I don't see eye to eye with many people on 
anything) my contact with them has shown me that 
they arc families who are now following a strong 
basic Christian philosophy and they care most 
sincerely about the welfare of their children. It has 
been my personal experience that they are well 
informed about educational and other issues and 
while conservative (many of us arc) I would not 
have considered it possible that they would ever be 
accused or treated in qijch a horrendous manner. 

ATTITUDES 

Many of us ^ guilty of believing the information 
that the media feeds us without checking it out first, 
often it is impossible to check. Caring, committed 
parents are especially frightened when they may be 
"seen" to be like someone who has been "tainted" in 
some way. Of course in this day and age, with the 
media it is a case of "guilty until proven innocent " 
instead of the other way around with no thought to 
the pain and suffering involved of all concerned. 

BEING DIFFERENT 

The big problem for these families is that they arc 
"different" from the people who live on E Street, in 
the T.V. soaps, in the minds of the advertising 
executives and compared to the standard definitions 
the media and social workers arc used to. First they 
have large families (more than 5 children is the 
norm). Second, they live in a commune situation 
sharing community, work and worship. Thirdly, 
they arc fairly isolated, if one can describe weekly 
contact with 30 other families as isolated. Fourth, 
they don't send their children to school, having 
homcschoolcd over a long period of time because 
most of them arc recent arrivals in Australia after 
returning from work as missionaries in Asian 
countries. [Please note: They used to belong to the 
Children of God, which is now a disbanded 
organisation. If you want the printed information 
about their beliefs please contact them through the 
address at the end of this article.) 
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DOWS 1 r Al-FECT ilOMESCHOOLlNG IN 
N.S.W ? 

\i ihc lime ol the community services acuon in 
N.S.W, sume ol the I'anuhcs involved iiad been 
reci.siered ils homcsclux)lers by the Board of Studies 
:md the others were in the prcKCss of being 
fogistered, after only recently being infonned as to 
die rcquaeinenLs of the law. One of the ’ author ised” 
persons concerned in registering tliose ■ legal ’ 
families was subpoenaed to appear in court and he 
(Don liaddon) testified that the families were in fact 
providing education for their children as required 
under the N.S.W Education Reform Act 

I believe it is the view of the Minister for Education, 
which was reiterated by EXin 1 iaddon and has been 
always held by me that the educauon of registered 
children IS NOT an issue with w'hich Community 
Services social workers had any right to be 
concerned. In N.S.W the Welfare Act and the 
Education Act arc separate entities. 

JUSTICE 

The authorities concerned did test even the very 
young children in many areas while they iiad them 
in custody. Young and older children were 
interrogated alone for long periods of time. They 
were assessed for physical, emotional and sexual 
abuse and their academic abilities were also tested. 
We believe these tests showed nothing. In fact on a 
personal and academic level we believe the children 
botli here and in Vic. have impressed Uicir 
inquisitors. The people from Community Services 
have continual, regular access to these peoples' 
homes and children while they arc awaiting trial. 



NOW WHaT.> 

It IS of couTiX^ up to the court to ultimately decide the 
conclusion of thjs appalling situation. It is vey easy 
U) take tlic "med a” view of all this and be against the 
I'amilics. It is ''C 17 hard for me who sees tlicm and 
ihcir children oltcn enough to believe ilicy arc 
innocent to do so. I don’t w'ant this situation to 
happen again and I don’t want to live in fear that my 
kids can be taken because I am different to the 
perceived norm ;ind some government or social 
worker may decide they don’t like the way I bring up 
my children. 

I can’t imagine how traumatised and fcarlul tliesc 
children must feel after being dragged out of their 
beds and lalxn away early in the morning, (shoeless 
in most eases!). ! can sympathise with the horror and 
pain of the parents who would have given anything to 
get their kids back - "what ransom can we pay?" To 
feel powerless is horrible but to be forced into the 
situation of being "on the run" to stop this sort of 
thing happening is just as bad. I don’t have any 
answers but I do have a million accusing questions. 

COURT CASE 

On 27th July 1992 the case against these families will 
be heard in Cobham Childrens’ Court. (Which has 
been refurbished for the occasion while Legal Aid 
has denied the familcs enough legal rcprcscniaiion.) I 
am told it is a very small court room but you arc more 
than welcome to attend to observe the proceedings if 
you desire to do so. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTACT 
THE FAMILIES INVOLVED THEIR 
contact person is Bev Hartingdon cAP.O. 
BOX 1617 MACQUARIE CENTER 2113 
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9{ormscfiooUrs J^ustraCia is deCigHtecC to be abCe to 
announce tkat zue are tfie ^ustraCian agents for jokn 
!J-boCt s ^BookgncC 9dusic Store. 




Until wc arc completely organised and have a big enough volume of books 
shipped here from the U.S. there will be some delays between orders and 
delivery. However we plan as soon as we have enough slock and are more 
knowledgeable about what books Australians want that we will be able to 
ensure that waiting time is kept to a minimum. We only intend to keep those 
books that are not rcadily available or not available at all here in Australia aitd 
arc of specific concern to homcschoolcrs. 

Everyone on our mailing list will be sent a catalogue of the books available as 
soon as it is ready. Wc intend to print regular books reviews especially of the 
great books that Pauick Farcnga. Susannah Sheffer, Donna Richoux and all at 
Holt Associates arc continually adding to their list. 



SAMPLES OF Growing Without Schooling magazine (G.W.S) 

* Would you like to see a sample of the magazine that so many homeschoolers rave 
about ? As a special introductory offer for those who would like to find out more we are 
offering a single sample/ family posted for $4 !!! (A single issue of G.W.S. usually costs 
$U.S.4.50 about $ 6 Australian! If you are interested please send your cheque to 
Homeschoolers Australia pty ltd P.O. Box 420 Kellyville 2153. 
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CHILD'S WORK: 




choices seriously. 

Nancy*s first book. Better Than 
School, made her one of the home- 
schooling movement's most popular 
writers. Now, in Child’s Work, she 
continues her story by looking at what 
happens when children are allowed to 
spend years making their own decisions 
about how to make sense of and explore 
the world. The book is about how Nancy's 
children grew up and found work they 
loved; it is also about bow Nancy learned 
to take the work of childhood seriously. 
Much interesting discussion of bow 
children Icam math and writing, why our 
traditional assumptions about the nec-d fur 
a peer group don't always make sense, 
and how children gain independence and 
move out into the wider world. Jean 
Liedloff, author of The Continuum 
Concept, wTilcs, "Nk'ould that cvcr>' parent 
and cdur?»or might read Child's Work** 

I #1470 
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2ND PRINTING! 

RAVE REVIEWS! 

"...You will discover incredible respect for 
the individual ways in which children 
Icam. Wallace, author of Better Than 
School, is an important voice to consider, 
whether you are bomeschooHng or not." 

— Mothering, Spring 1991 

"...Interesting and expresses significant 
insights. . In all. the book is worth 
thoughtful reading. Some of us drill 
sergeants can learn more sensitivity to a 
few basic human principles." 

— ^Tcd Wade, The Home School Manual 



''Child’s Work is written w'ith refreshing | 
honest)' and vitality, as Wallace tells how 1 
she combines humility and passion in her | 
own. and her children's, learning." ' 

— Focus On Books, Winter 1991 

"Wallace's central point... should be \ 

shouted from rooftops: children should be ; 
allowed more opportunity to pursue their j 
own interests and their own work... I'm | 
tempted to carry copies of Wallace's | 

chapter on 'socialization' with me to field 
that oft-asked question about my own 
bomescbooled children..." 

— The Cle veland Edition, 1/10/91 

"Parents, teachers, and other adults who 
play important roles in the lives of children i 
will be touched by this story and reminded | 
that they are the most significant building | 
materials children have for constructing i 

knowledge and an understanding of the \ 

world." i 

— Changing Schools. 2/91 ' 

I 

I 

"An important book for parents. ' 

teachers, and anyone interested in learning j 

from and about children." \ 

^ Small Press Reviews, IW 1 
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Children Learning at Home 

b\ Julie Webb #1586 $40 «- $4.70 postageN.S.W 

$7.50 other states 

This is a study of home education in Great Britain, but it 
has much information that will benefit homeschoolers in the 
United States, too. Writing in an accessible, narrative style, 

Julie Webb traces the theoretical and historical background of 
homeschooling ir England, and then explains how she chose 
and structured her research model. Her interv iews over an 1 8* 
month period were primarily w ith homeschoolers associated 
with the British group Education Otherwise and with school 
officials w ho handled homeschooling issues. Webb uses an 
ethnograhic approach, presenting people's own words in 
transcripts from inten iew’S and tying them together w iih her 
commentary and observations. This approach makes the book 
accessible to the general reader, and by presenting the wide 
v ariety of motivations and characteristics of homeschoolers in 
their own w ords, it allows readers to gamer specific ideas about 
how children learn and how parents can help them. 

Many of the families interview’cd came to home education 
as a last resort. Their decision was not based on wholehearted 
belief in homeschooling as a positive alternative, but rather on 
the belief that it was better than the alternative of school. Julie 
Webb writes, /‘Those I interviewed had generally been forced to 
look for an alternative by the inflexibility or other unsuitability 
of available schools, in particular, usually, the one their children 
attended. This w»as so even w'here the parents had a predisposi- 
tion to consider alternative education by reason of their personal 
background.*' 

An interesting section of the book show's how some fami- 
lies actively involvtrd their children in the homeschooling deci- 
sion, “giving the child some power over his own future educa- 
tion.” Another section focuses on “Family Influence on the 
Choice of What to Learn,” examining qualifications and creden- 
tials of homeschooling parents and children, both self-imposed 
and state-imposed. Interesting interviews and later follow-ups 
w ith families who don't follow' set curricula show' that their 
children are not at a disadvantage when it comes to going to 
college or entering the w'orld of adult work; 

The home-educated child's option to disregard academic 
criteria and set his owm slandands In terms of attainment of 
skills is a valuable alternative... This extract from an 
adviser’s repon about a teenage boy whose parents decided to 
complete his education at home illustrates the variet> of job- 
oriented skills that may be obtained this way: ’'Schools 
cannot always provide ideal conditions for all learning and 
certainly cannot provide the context in which Peter is 
operating. He is looking after a sizable vegetable garden 
single-handed and has plans to extend considerably onto 
other land owned by the family. He has numerous animals to 
care for, he is playing the organ in the next-door church and 
the piano at home, and he also docs some composing. He 



reads a lot. both for pleasure and factual books about farming 
and natural studies, and is following a correspondence course 
in gardening for adults with comparative case." 

Julie Webb ends her work with some interesting ideas about 
how homeschooling bears upon orthodox educational systems. 

Ii may require a little effon, how'ever, for .Americans to think of 
equivalents of the specific British programs to which she refers. 

Children Leanung at Home is based on research done using 
the 1984 Education Otherwise contact list, w'hich at the time had 
roughly 200 families on it. A recent visitor to our office from 
Great Britain told us that there are now' considerably more 
families homeschooling in Great Britain, so this study is based 
on a small sample compared to w'hat could be done today. 
Nevertheless, this book provides useful qualitative descriptions 
and is a good example of a type of academic research that is 
very' different from the quantitative surv'eys and test score 
studies that dominate research in the U.S. — Pat Farenga 

A Time to Fly Free 

by Stephanie Tolan #1634 $9 +- $2*80 postage 

Years ago John Holt read A Time to Fly Free. Stephanie 
Tolan's fictional story about a fifth grade boy who becomes a 
homeschooler, and went so far as to make notes for a review of 
the book before he learned that it had gone out of print. When 
the book came back in print last year, we immediately added it 
to our catalog and interviewed the author for GWS #83 to learn 
about how' her own experiences had led her to write tlie book. 

John's notes give a lot of clues about w'hy he thought so 
highly of the book. He wrote: 

This is the first book I have read that really looks into 
the mind of a child, a 10-ycar-old boy, who hates school - is 
bored by it, puzzled by it, angered by its deliberate failure, 
indeed refusal, to think responsibly about w’hat it does, to 
make distinctions betw'cen what is and what is not important. 

Schools, at tiie very least school texts, treat children as if 
they were all stupid. The result is to make many of them act 
stupid, and many more feel stupid. Those who will neither 
feel nor pretend to be stupid, like Joshua, the hero of this 
book, go almost crazy w ith boredom, anger, despair. 

I. ask myself, why was I, a supposedly fairly bright kid, 
able to stand school as Josh could not. I was bored with 
school from the age of 8 on. >Miy did I not worr>- about it or 
resist it ir. ore? One reason is that there w ere so few* other 
things I w as interested in or cared about. At the age of 9 and 
10 1 did only two things 1 cared about - making model 
airplanes (at home) and playing football w ith a small group 
of other boys, not in school. By two years later, when I w'as 
young for my grade and small for my age, I was clearly not 
going to be a football player. For the rest of my schooling 1 
did only two things w ith all my heart • listen to jazz music. 
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and play squash racquets. If I had had a real life, as Josh did. 
and if school had taken me away from it, it would have 
driven me crazy. But I did not, so I adjusted, as schools are 
supposed to make you adjust, to the boredom. 

Now that I have a real life, now that I have known real 
work, real thought, real learning, to have to spend time in a 
school would drive me as crazy as it did Josh. What happens 
to kids like Josh who. unlike him, cannot escape from 
school? Many of them find their real life in fighting school. 

In the years since A Time To Fly Free was published and 
John Holt made these notes, very few other books have been 
published that take a child’s dislike of school seriously. A Time 
to Fly Free still stands out in this respect The book doesn’t 
betray Josh or the readers who identify with him by having 
some adult convince him that staying in school is better than 
leaving or even that he ought to go back once he has left. 
Although his mother has many of the usual concerns about 
homeschooling, his stepfather joins Josh in convincing her to let 
him try it. By the end of the book it has become so clear that 
Josh is thriving outside of school that his mother can’t ignore it, 
and I doubt skeptical readers will be able to, either. 

After only a couple of days of being out of school. Josh has 
this realization: 

The time didn’t matter! There was no bus waiting for 
him. No bell would ring. He was free! His schedule was no 
more demanding than the tides. He had what he'd always 
wanted more than anything in the world • time. 

And in answer to the question of what this boy will do with 
so much time, Stephanie Tolan manages to show us Josh’s spe- 
cific choices w ithout suggesting that he is the prototype home- 
schooler who speaks for everyone. At the same time. Josh’s 
particular example conveys enough of what is possible for 
everyone that other kids will be able to imagine their own 
choices. 

Josh ends up spending much of his time apprenticing to a 
' man who helps wounded wildlife. He learns a great deal while 

doing this, of course, and also teaches readers that children who 
can’t bear meaningless schoolwork do thrive on the chance to 
do real, important work: 

For the next hour, under Rafferty’s exacting eye. Josh 
cleaned cages, learned the names of the birds, and read their 
chans. He listened eagerly to the stories of their injuries, their 
illnesses, their capture. When Rafferty looked at his watch 
and announced that it was well past lunchtime. Josh was 
surprised. He couldn’t remember a morning that had passed 
so quickly. 

I would give A Time to Fly Free to home schoolers who 
long to sec a homeschooling character in a novel. Kids who 
turned to homeschooling because of difficult school experiences 
will probably find Josh’s story particularly appealing. I would 
also give the book to kids who arc suffering in school, as Josh 
was. Josh - and, implicitly, the adult author who created him - 
lets kids know that they can fly free, that a life without school 
really is possible. — Susannah Sheffer 

ierIcsopy available 1 1 



My Life as a Traveling Homeschooler 
byJeniferGoldman#1614 $20 $2.80 postage 

Like A Time to Fly Free, My Life as a Traveling 
Homeschooler is the story of a child who acts on her dislike of 
school and manages to make a viable life outside of it. My Life 
as a Traveling Homeschooler is autobiography rather than 
fiction, however. In it Jenifer Goldman chronicles her unhappy 
experiences in school and her adventures as a homeschooler 
who spends most of her time traveling with her uncle. Of her 
decision to try homeschooling, Jenifer writes: 

Through most of my life school's been preny miserable. 
When I started homeschooling, everything got better. ... I've 
been living in the same house with my nana and my uncle 
Jerry for many years ... Jerry used to run an alternative school 
in Vermont. Then Jerry became the director of a company 
called the NC.ACS (National Coalition of Alternative Com- 
munity Schools). So, when I was having trouble in school, 

Jerry thought that it might be a good idea for me to home- 
school for a while. ... Jerry suggested that maybe we could try 
homeschooling for a few months. I thought it was a good 
idea, but we had a time try ing to get my mom and dad to 
agree. Finally, we decided that I would try it. for just a few 
months. 

Though Jenifer doesn’t devote a lot of space to the question 
of what it’s like to homeschool primarily w ith an uncle, instead 
of with one’s parents, just the fact that this is what she did may 
help other families imagine different ways to arrange home- 
schooling for themselves. Maybe this will help more families 
fed that homeschooling is a real option. 

Meanwhile, Jenifer demonstrates very clearly that home- 
schooling doesn’t have to go on in the home! She learns from 
what she sees as she rides the train across the country, from the 
people she meets at homeschooling and alternative schooling 
conferences, from the conversations she and her uncle ha\e as 
they travel. At the end of the book she concludes: 

... Learning while traveling sure beats sitting in an old 
classroom any time, or sitting around the house. ... You get to 
explore the world and what it really is. In school they teach 
math on a piece of paper. But through my travels I got to 
experience how to use math in real life. Not only math, but 
just about anything else that I'll need for life, like how to 
understand people and gel along, and how to use language in 
communication to make contact with people, how to help 
people with their problems, and how to solve problems, I also 
learned about current events and what's going on in the world. 

Earlier in Jenifer’s homeschooling, she and Jerry held a 
“Question Class’’ - Jenifer brainstormed all the questions she 
could think of and then rated those she was most interested in. 
She and Jerry used those questions as starling points for further 
study and exploration. Some of Jenifer’s questions were, “How- 
docs a TV work?” “Who thought of putting pockets in pants?” 
“Why can’t people gel along more easily?” ’’Who invented 
written music?” “Why do I always dislike my art work, and 
other people always like it?” “Where did the first languages 
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come from? If they couldn’t communicate uith each other, how 
could they tell people what they meani?” ”How come most 
grown-ups never understand us kids?** 

1 love the way Jenifer mingles questions about language. 
histor>*. science, and music with questions about human behav- 
ior and her own emotions. She doesn't separate academic 
concerns from concerns about being understood by grown-ups 
or making friends: all her questions have to do with understand- 
ing the world in one way or another. No two children’s question 
lists would be the same, but all would contain perfectly good 
places from which to begin exploring. If only schools would 
realize that there are as many ways to approach the study of the 
world as there are children, and would let children begin with 
their own concerns, interests, and questions. — SS 



Dumbing Us Down 

by John Ta>lor Gatto #1588 



$20 ^ $2.80 postage 



John Gatto is an aw ard-winning teacher who toiled in Man- 
hattan’s public schools for 26 years. At the height of his career, 
after receiving the New' York State Teacher of the Year Award 
in 1990 from the New York State Senate, John Gatto stunned his 
audience with his acceptance speech. He said in part: 



I‘vc noticed a fascinating phenomenon in my 25 years of 
teaching: that schools and schooling are increasingly irre levant 
to the great enterprises of the planet.... Although teachers do 
care and do work very hard, the institution is psychopathic; it 
has no conscience. 



John worked one more year as a public school teacher and 
then resigned. During that year his acceptance speech was wide- 
ly circulated and talked about and he w as invited to speak at all 
sorts of events: homeschool. private school, political and indus- 
trial. .^ftcr he resigned from teaching in 1991 he staged The 
Exhausted School: A Speakout on Parent-Choice Schools” at 



Carnegie Hall (see GWS #851. an event he continues to present 
w herever he can in addition to speaking at other events across the 
country. 

Dumbing Us Dow n collects four of his most dynamic speeches 
and his essay about why he became a teacher, "The Green 
Monongahela.** Packed w ith insight, full of John's personal 
experiences and his keen knowledge of history, this modest-sized 
book w ill engage your thoughts long after you finish it. 

Going from public school teacher to the public lectern thrust 
John into the public spotlight, a role that he claims to be uncom- 
fonable with due to his essentially shy nature. But his shrew'd 
talent with words, and the conviction and power of his thoughts. 

^e what make him so in demand as a speaker: 

Networks like school arc not communities, just as school 
training is not education. By preempting fifty percent of the total 
time of the young, bv locking young people up with other young 
people exactly their own age. b\ ringing bells to sian and stop 
work, by asking people to think about the same thing at the same 
time in the same way. by grading people, the way wc grade 
vegetables - and in a dozen other vile and stupid ways - network 
schools steal the vitality of communities and replace it with an ugly 
mechanism. No one sun ives these places with their humanity 
intact, not kids, not teachers, not adminisuators. not parents. 

John stands out among school reformers because of his ability 
to synthesize the historical and social antecedents of compulsory 
schooling and democracy w hile keeping us aware of the intrinsic 
tension between these two poles. This is a distinguishing feature of 
his thought, since most school people think democracy cannot exist 
without compulsory schooling. John also shows us the variety of 
choices we have for getting an education and strengthening 
democracy without coercively schooling people. 

Let me leave you w'iih one last quote, from the speech “The 
Psychopathic School”: 

What can be done? First, wc need a ferocious national debate 
that doesn't quit, day after day. year after year, the kind of 
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8.40 


950 


990 


7.65 


9.30 


12.45 


11.40 


12.45 


1140 


0\er5k|tto4 k? 


2 85 


450 


5 20 


5.60 


7.55 


7.55 


9.55 


10.55 


11.55 


8.55 


10.55 


14.75 


l$.$5 


14.75 


1335 


0\tr4k|ia5ki 


2.85 


4.50 


5.10 


590 


7.80 


7.80 


10.50 


lliO 


\IM 


905 


11.80 


17.05 


15.50 


17.05 


15.50 


Otr 5 kjt to 6 lut 


2.85 


150 


560 


620 


8.35 


8.25 


11.25 


15.05 


14.25 


9.75 


15.05 


1955 


17.25 


19.35 


17i5 


0\ert»k^to" kg 


2.85 


4 50 


5.80 


6.50 


8.70 


8.70 


12.20 


14.30 


15.70 


10.45 


14.30 


21.65 


1920 


21.65 


19*0 


(her ’ kg to 8 kg 


2.8$ 


450 


600 


6.80 


9.15 


9.15 


13.15 


15.55 


17.15 


11.15 


15.55 


25.95 


21.15 


25.95 


21.15 


Off 8 kt to 9 kg 


. 2.85 


4-50 


6.20 


-.10 


960 


9.60 


1410 


KM . 


18.60 


11.85 


16.80 


26J5 


25.10' 


26.25 


23.10 


0\er9kgto 10kg 


2.85 


4.50 


640 


'.40 


10.05 


10.05 


15.05 


18.05 


20.05 


12.55 


18.05 


28.55 


25.05 


28.55 


25.05 


0\er 10 kg to 11 kg 


2.85 


4.50 


6.60 


7.70 


10.50 


10.50 


16.00 


19.50 


21.50 


I5i5 


1950 


50.85 


27.00 


30.85 


rjo 


Overllkgtolikg 


2.85 


4.50 


680 


800 


10.95 


10.95 


U.95 


20.55 


22.95 


1395 


20.55 


33.15 


2895 


53.15 


2*95 


Over 12 kg to 15 kg 


2.85 


450 


7.00 


8.50 


11.40 


11.40 


17.90 


21.80 


24.40 


14.65 


21.80 


55 45 


30.90 


35.45 


50.90 


Over 15 kg to Ukg 


2.85 


450 


7.20 


8.60 


11.85 


11.85 


18.85 


23.05 


25.85 


15.55 


23.05 


37.75 


52.85 


57.75 


5285 


OverMkgtolSkg 


2.85 


4 50 


740 


8-90 


12.50 


12.50 


19.80 


24.50 


27.50 


16.05 


24.50 


40.05 


54 JO 


40.05 


34JO 


Over 15 kg to Ukg 


2.85 


4.50 


7.60 


9.20 


12.75 


12.75 


20.75 


25.55 


28.75 


16.75 


25.55 


42 55 


56.75 


42.55 


36.75 


Over Ukg to 17 kg 


2.85 


4.50 


7.80 


950 


15.20 


13.20 


21.70 


26JO 


50.20 


17.45 


26.80 


44.65 


58.70 


44.65 


3*70 


Over r kg to 18 kg 


2.85 


4.50 


8.00 


9.80 


15.65 


15.65 


22.65 


28.05 


31.65 


18.15 


28.05 


4695 


40.65 


46.95 


4065 


Over 18 kg to 19 kg 


2.85 


450 


8 20 


10.10 


M.IO 


14.10 


25.60 


29 50 


$3.10 


18.85 


29.50 


49 25 


42.60 


49.25 


4110 


Over 19 kg to 20 kg 


2.85 


4.50 


840 


10.40 


14.55 


14.55 


24.55 


50.55 


54.55 


19.55 


50.55 


51.55 


44.55 


51.55 


4i55 
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continuous debate that journalism finds boring. We need to 
scream and argue about this school thing until it is fixed or 
broken be>ond repair, one or the other. If we can fix it. fine; if 
we cannot, then the success of homeschooling shows a differ- 
ent road that has great promise. Pouring the money we now 
pour into schooling back into family education might cure two 
ailments with one medicine, repainng families as it repairs 
children. 

— Pat Farenga 



The Long Haul 

by Myles Honon #1606 $24 +- $2.80 postage 

Before I read The Long Haul (,on the recommendation i 
GWS reader), I had only a vague idea of what the Highland 
Center was - someplace that promoted Appalachian culture, 
thought ■ and knew nothing of its founder, whose autobiogr; 
phy this book is. In fact, Horton says he consciously decidec 
avoid becoming a celebrity, as he found that charismatic 
leaders tended to create disciples and followers instead of oti 
leaders. 

With so little to go on, I was surprised and delighted to 
find the book to be stirring, funny, readable, eye-opening, and 
thought-provoking. Myles Horton dedicated his life to promot- 
ing humane social change and acting in accordance with his 
theories, with some notable successes to his credit. 

Bom in 1905, Horton grew up in Tennessee with parents 
who. he said, “taught me by their actions that you are supposed 
to serve your fellow men, you’re supposed to do something 
worthwhile with your life, and education is meant to help you 
do something for others.” His first paying jobs led to a growing 
dissatisfaction with social and economic injustice, and he 
eventually left Appalachia for a few years in search of ways to 
live a moral life in what he perceived to be an immoral society. 

He pursued this education on his own terms - he spent 
most of his college years reading in the library and ignored the 
graduation requirements, and he studied world religions, phil- 
osophy, and education always with the idea of what he could 
bring back to his home region. His inquisitiveness finally led 
him to Denmark to sec the “folk schools,” a form of adult edu- 
cation in which the students set up the agenda and run the 
program. He realized here was a practical, small-scale model 
consistent with his values that he could bring home and use to 
encourage his fellow* Southerners to solve their problems. 

He and some friends started the Highlander Center in 1932 
on a shoestring. They invited people from the labor movement 
to short workshops; the school provided food, folk dancing, 
singing, and a chance to share ideas and ask for information. 

As the school was racially integrated, unusual and even illegal 
in the South at that time, «t also became a starting place for the 
Civil Rights movement and a major influence in its develop- 
ment. Though the Highlander staff faced dangen (death threats, 
accusations of being Communists, firebombs, etc.), the school 
survived to. in Horton’s phrase, “multiply leadership for radical 
social change.” 

Some notable e.xamples of the staff s success in civil 
rights: (1) Horton, along with Septima Clark, invented the 
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notion of “Citizenship Schools.” w here thousands of blacks 
taught each other to read in small groups, in homes or back 
rooms of stores, in order to pass voting tests. (2) Rosa Parks 
attended a Highlander w orkshop shortly before she refused to 
give up her seal to a while man on a Montgomery bus. launching 
the civil rights movement. She had gained the strength during the 
workshop to act in accordance with her convictions. (3) “Wc 
Shall Overcome.” the famous anthem of the movement, was 
adapted by Horton’s wife Zilphia from a hymn, and later added 
to by many others. 

Although Horton acknowledged that Highlander has not 
since been involved with any social movements as large and fast- 
moving as civil rights, it contifiues to help grassroots organiza- 
tions form and strengthen. For example, it aided a group of wel- 
fare women in West Virginia to organize, help each other, and 
eventually gel an improved welfare law passed in the slate. In 
another project, it encouraged ordinary people to dig through 
mounds of paperwork to discover who really owned Appalachia 
and was letting it be strip-mined. 

ni end with a few of the many observations and conclusions 
Horton made about his experiences: 

It made no sense, however, to work with poor people who 
had given up hope. Only people with hope will struggle... If 
people are suffering and exploited and want to get out from 
under the heel of oppression, if they have hope that it can be 
done, if they can see a path that leads to a solution, a path that 
makes sense to them and is consistent with their beliefs and 
their experience, then they'll move. But it must be a path that 
they’ve started clearing... 

You couldn't, through mere discussion, persuade people to 
have a change of heart and to give up their biases... But the civ tl 
rights movement started forcing people to change their actions... 
People were forced to adjust their minds to what they had to do. 
And their hearts came poking along later... 

Instead of thinking that you put pieces together that will add 
up to a whole, I think you have to start with the premise that they 
are already together and you try to keep from destroying life by 
segmenting it, overorganizing it and dehumanizing it. 

[On the Appalachian Land Ow nership Task Force:) To my 
way of thinking, the most important thing was that these people 
got a sense of their own power to do something, and could then 
use that method to research any kind of problem. 

Anybexiy who has spent his life in this blend of action and 
thoughtfulness has much to say from which we can all profit 

— Donna Richoux 



Back Issues: We strongly urge you to get the back issues of GWS. 
especially if you plan to begin homeschooling. 



The cost of postage depends on the weight 
of the article and its destination, in the 
catalogue, and from the next edition of the 
A.H J. I will be printing the weight of all 
the books and a table of postage. 
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HOMES CHOOLING OVER TIME 

by Susan Crossley 

(A soon to be mother of five) 



YEAR 1 

Wc have been homeschooling for four years now and 
over this lime I have been greatly encouraged through reading 
about other people’s experiences in homeschooling and as a result 
1 have decided to write this article in the hope that it loo may 
encourage others who are also educating their children from the 
home. 

Since we began homeschooling many of my former 
altitudes to education* roles of mother, father and children within 
the family have changed. However, my initial reasons for 
homeschooling our children have not altered and have, in fact, 
become more siguificani. 

I have been trained as a primary school teacher and 
taught for three years in a high school before having my own 
children. N!y husband is also a teacher. Our three children all went 
to school until the eldest w»as in Year 4, our second in Year 3 and 
our third in Kindergarten so we al't had definite ideas of how 
education should happen. We withdrew our children from their 
school half way through the school year. 

Having such a “schoolish’’ background I imagi ted 
homeschool would be just like school except at home with a 
loving mother giving instruction at each child’s individvd level 
and with heaps more individual lime for each child. Consequently 
wc lined our garage and set it up as our schoolroom and that is 
where wc did our school work, from 9am to 12 noon almost every 
week day. The children had a workbook for every subject and we 
did lots and lots of written work. However, we all agreed that it 
was heaps preferable to going to school and wc were all happier 
than formerly. 

In between teaching the children I also ran our house, 
cooked the meals, washed and cleaned with the children doing a 
little to help and also keeping their own rooms clean and tidy. My 
memory of that year is rushing in and out to the laundry with wet 
washing and finally getting it all on the line by lunchtime, which 
in our climate, (Southern Tablelands N.S.W) especially in winter 
months, allows for very little drying. I then read “Homeschool 
Bum Out” by the Moores and as a consequence we then divided 
our school terms into 4 weeks of work and I week off when wc all 
could follow personal interests. In those “off’ weeks I noticed that 
the children's natural creativity surfaced and they definitely 
learned heaps! Another lesson for mother! 

YEAR TWO 

In our second year of homeschooling we had our fourth 
child and some organisational changes were made. There was a 
reallocation of family chores - hanging washing, vacuuming, 
washing dishes, ironing etc., but the children’s attitudes were not 



good and most of these activities precipitated battles of wills and 
so many times I Just completed the tasks myself . 

In our schooling wc still followed a curriculum with lots 
of written work to “prove" to the inspector that we were really 
working. But rather than having each child follow his/her 
individual programme wc all shared the same learning in areas 
such as Social Studies and Science but continued graded 
individual work in the other areas. However, the children resented 
the amount of work they had to do and so there were many hostile 
momcnis.Wiih the birth of our fourth child we had the bedroom 
reshuffle and no longer had a “school” room, but worked together 
around the kitchen table, wc all found this heaps better. 

No longer having a "school” room marked a major 
change in my attitude to what education was but still the 
memories of my years of school experiences remained strong and 
I was slow to change my ideas on what education actually was, 
believing that subjects needed to be taught in definite ways and 
aidcfinite grade levels. 1 have since rethought these issues and 
now strive to have learning readiness and relevance as the reasons 
for introducing new concepts etc, rather than my former 
“schoolish-type” gi-adcd expectations. 

YEAR 3 

I then read a “Survivors Guide to Homeschooling” by 
Luanne Shackelford and Susan White which I found very 
encouraging and helpful, full of intensely practical suggestions, 
some of which I incorporated into the running of our home and 
our homeschool, to the benefit of us all. 

I now began to "back-programme" which allowed us the 
flexibility to follow the children’s interests in most areas rather 
than following a predetermined programme and with far less 
emphasis on written work. 

However, my eldest child was now “doing” Year 7 work 
and so the pressure was on to maintain a programme with him 
that was comparable to Year 7 at school and this 1 did in the areas 
of Maths, Science, Social Studies and, to some extent, English. 

YEAR 4 

Now this past year has once again seen gradual changes 
, in us all. Our family is now working as a co-operative unit with 
the children accepting responsibility for tasks around our home 
without complaint or having to be driven by me to complete 
them. Educationally, our older two children are beginning to 
accept responsibility for their own education, especially in the 
areas where I have limited ability and knowledge, which has 
taken lots of pressure off me as the provider of all knowledge. 

I continue to back-programme and keep a weekly "day 



AUSTRAUAN HOMESCHOOL JOURNAL ISSUE 34 
PAGE 27 




lie 



book'' rather than writing up what we do daily and this too has 
l)cen much easier for me and a more realistic approach, allowing 
for days when we “goof-off'. We tend to do only one subject per 
day, or week, and this allows for interests to be followed for as 
long as desired and for set work to be completed in a dcfmite time 
frame rather than going on and on and on! We follow our own 
interests in as many areas as possible and in so doing have seen 
lots of untapped talent and interest surface. 

This last year has been the most encouraging for me 
regarding the growth and maturity of our children and their 
acceptance of how our home and education best suits everyone. 
However, as our two older children are now in Years 7 and 8, i 
feci the need to equip them to be able to stand with the other 
students their own age in the basic subjects English, Maths and 
Science and so we follow a text book in Maths and Science but 
skip over repetitive work. I am sure there is a better way but at the 
moment I need to have the personal assurance that I am not 
disadvanuiging them in these areas and so we continue to use 
textbooks, supplementing them with library books in these areas. 
In the other areas of learning we follow personal interests. 

In this past year various oppx)rtunitics have opened for 
our children to be involved with other people in our community 
in such areas as work experience one day per week with a 
mechanic, professional writing lessons, cake decorating lessons- 
with another homeschool mum and sewing lessons with a 
neighbour. I also recognise that these openings have arisen as a 
direct result of my changed views on what real education is. 

This supplementary learning is in addition to their music 
lessons and sport acti'^ities in which they were already involved. 
For most of the fonner activities the children take themselves and 
so that relieves me from being continually driving children to 
places and activities, which I find very exhausting. 

I used to feel guilty and inadequate in subject areas 
where I felt 1 had limited abilities and expertise but now, while 



recognising that I do still have these limitations, I tend to major on 
my personal strengths and rely on other people and resources to 
meet those areas where I feel inadequate. This attitude has been a 
great relief for me and it works! 

The “big" household chores which used to really oppress 
me e.g. cleaning oven, freezer, fridge, windows, shower, etc., are 
now tackled on a cyclic pattern of cleaning once per month. This 
is my plan, but with all such plans it means in reality that most ol 
the tasks will eventually be done perhaps once each three months 
and I can live with that. 

CONCLUSION 

Since we began homeschooling we have met with 
other homeschooling families in our district for weekly play- 
times, learning experiences, concerts and children's newsletters. 
These have provided invaluable experiences for us all. My 
husband has always been totally supportive of our homeschooling 
which I am sure has not always been easy for him as he is a 
teacher in the state school system and of necessity must educate 
children quite differently from the way we are free to do at home. 
However, without his constant help, encouragement and support 1 
am not sure that I would have continued. He therefore has been 
and continues to be an important person in the continuance of our 
homeschool. 

My initial reasons for homeschooling have not 
altered. As a Christian I still see that my ministry is to my 
children but the way I have carried this out has changed greatly 
over the years. I am sure as I see my older children enter the 
workforce and my younger children grow up that I will change 
my educational views even more. Perhaps by the time I am a 
grandmother I may understand more fully what educating 
children is really all about! 
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BOOK REVIEW BYJOER!POLLES<FW,^(ii«,cfYv<,«.E,,„SK«d,n) 

IN THEIR OWN WAY 

by Thomas Armstrong 

Aft<?r reading this hook cn lean from the local library, 

I feel chat someone has finally shown tr.e the reasons why 
1 didn't do too well In school. I have always felt that 
1 missed the basics and 1 seemed to be bypassed with 
comments llke"'.Jhy aren't you like your big brother, he 
Is always cop of the class and does so well at Maths". 

My brother went on to become an accountant and 1 continued 
to be the day dream Gr, 

On reading this book I discovered why. It shows how In 
America (I‘m sure this applies in Australia tool), the 
education system is based on two learning stvles. 

Mathematical and Linguistic and if your natural learning 
style is not one of these, you do not achieve your maximum 
learning potential. It of course amuses me when people 
quote averages because whose average are they measuring 
by? 

From memory, there are 7 different learning styles discussed 
and as you read them you can see your own style and that 
of your child unfold. One can think of many examples of 
men and women who were or are brilliant In their field and 
at some stage of their academic career suffered tags like 
below average, poor student , disrupt Ive and the current 
favourite of learning disabled. 

The author highlights ways of using a chllds main learning 
style in all fields of learning, It applies well in the 
home 1 ea r n t ng / schoo 1 Ing area as well as for those who 
have their children in the school system. I will certainly 
be purchasing it for our own library. This book finally 
released me from embarrassment of my past schooling days 
of a below average dreamer. 

IN THEIR OWN WAY IS AVAILABLE IN SOME BOOKSHOPS AND ALSO FROM THE JOHN HOLT BOOK AND MUSIC 
STORE CA HOMESCHOOLES AUSTRALIA P,0. BOX 420 KELLYVILLE 2153 FOR $22 (includes postage) 

copy available ' « 11 8 



STOP PRESS: 



N.S.W. HOMESCHOOLERS GIVEN RESTRICTED 
ACCESS TO EDUCATION DEPARTMENT STORES 
(commonly called Q stores) BY 1993 

* WE HAVE BEEN ASKED TO GIVE NOTHING IN RETURN, NOR WILL WE BE ASKED. 



I was delighted to attend a meeting on 7ih July 1992 with Bill Hamilton Director Administration; Fred May, Director Q 
Stores; Don Roberts, Supply Manager N.S.W. Supply Service; Helen Clunas Manager, Contracting Services and Jim 
Perkins of Contracting Services. The result of this meeting was confirmation that registered N.S.W Homeschoolers will 
be given significant though partially restricted access to Education Department (Q) stores by 1993. 

The Ministers for Education, Virginia Chadwick and Administrative Services, Anne Cohen and these administrators have 
been swift and superb in facilitating this access for homeschoolers and definitely deserve a note of thanks, as it will entail 
a good deal of co-ordination, trust and administration work to keep it working. 

While all arrangements and requirements have not yet been finalised .some details follow and 1 will be updating the 
information in the next issue of the Australian Homeschool Journal. 



PLEASE NOTE 

* It is ILLEGAL to resell government stores or buy 
them for anyone else. They must be used for the family 
concerned alone. Abuse of this situation by any 
individual homeschooler will undoubtedly mean loss 
of the privilege for all homeschoolers. 

* If you wish to avail yourself of this service you must 
be a registered homeschooler and you must register 
with Q stores by mail. 

* Every six months registered homeschoolers, who 
choose to buy Q stores products, will be sent a detailed 
order list from Q stores enabling them to decide what 
they want to order for use in any of the key learning 
areas and other basic equipment. 

* A minimum order from Q stores will be $100. The 
issue of payment and invoicing is still being organised 
as it is likely that prices on large goods, especially 
computer equipment, could increase marginally 
between order and delivery. 

* Goods will NOT BE DELIVERED to your home but 
will be able to be picked up from Q stores headquarters 
at Alexandria and/or 4 other metropolitan nominated 
pick-up points as well as 6 regional pick up points. The 
relevant freight charges will be incurred for deliveries 
to country areas. 

* You must submit a copy of your current registration 
certificate with your order and undertake to inform Q 
stores within 14 days if you stop homeschooling . 
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* Goods for purchase will include science, craft, art, 
mathematics, sports & computer equipment- hardware 
and software, stationery, encyclopaedias, maps, desks, 
bookshelves etc. 

* Please note that text books are not sold by Q stores. 

HOW TO GET THE CATALOGUE 

* If you wish to receive the end 1992 Q stores 
catalogue pleases send you name and address to the 
following address HOMESCHOOLERS/ 
CONTRACTING SERVICES 2-10 Wentworth St 
Parramatta 2150 as soon as possible. 

Q stores CANNOT access the list of Registered 
Homeschoolers from the Board of Studies as this 
confidential. So Home Educators wishing to take up 
this option must register their names, by mail, with Q 
stores. This will guarantee that those families who 
wish to remain anonymous can do so. 

SPREADING THE NEWS 
Given that not everyone gets the AHJ I would like to 
encourage all homeschoolers to spread the news about 
access to Q stores so that everyone has the opportunity 
to choose to take up this option. 

IF YOU WISH TO KNOW MORE: 

Please send a stamped self-addressed envelope with 
your questions to P.O. Box 420 Kellyville 2153 and I 
will do my best to answer your query with help from 
Helen Clunas of Contracting Services. 
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ON JUMPING 
THROUGH 
HOOPS 

Helen Hegener 



Moet books and articles on 
home education are quick to p>oint 
out that homeschooling is legal-in 
one form or another- in all fifty 
states. Parents might have to jump 
through more hoops in one state 
than in another, but, as long as 
they’re willing to jump through 
those hoops, they are allowed to 
teach their own children at home. 
But are these hoops actually neces- 
sary? 

There is a conviction in this 
country that laws, rules, and regula- 
tions are centrally important to 
maintaining proper social stability. 
And there is a certainty that laws 
are necessary to keep "everyone 
else" from running amok. People 
who would decry the need for yet 
another law will also argue the ne- 
cessity of ensuring that other people 
behave responsibly. "Legislating thy 
neighbor" has become a popular ap- 
proach to living together in this 
coun^, and those with the most fi- 
nancial resources to gain adherents 
to their cause have generally pre- 
vailed in the legislative process. 

The current homeschooling 
laws in this country are, at best, a 
poor compromise between a highly 
complex, two hundred billion dollar 
a year industry and the beliefs and 
principles of a handful of parents. 
Of those parents, the majority sim- 
ply welcome the opportunity to 
homeschool their children and will 
jump through whatever hoops the 
Department of Education insists 
upon. For the most part, these are 
the same parents who are writing 
compromises into homeschooling 
laws. They don*t question the state s 
motives for enacting regulations 
and accountability measures, much 
less its interest in determining what 
constitutes education. 

Educational policy in this 
country is the result of many years 
of lobbying by powerful education 
interests, whose dedication is not to 
children so much as to protecting 
jobs, increasing benefits, and ensur- 
ing political clout. And schools are 
the foremost tools of social engineer- 
ing. Gene I. Maeroff, education writ- 



Helen Hegtn^ comes from a long line of 
independent thinkers. She and her hus- 
band Mark art raising five more. 



er for the New York Times ^ cautions, 
"Make no mistake. Schools have 
been viewed by Congress primarily 
as instruments of social change." 
The benevolent teacher imparting 
knowledge to children has b^n re- 
placed with a combination of psy- 
chological goals and restructured in- 
tellectual objectives. Schools have 
become the primaiy agency for elim- 
inating social ills in this country, 
iirid for developing personal integri- 
ty and the national character. It has 
)^n a masterstroke to veil this de- 
sign with an inspired long-term 
public relations campaign that has 
turned parents into staunch allies 
by proclaiming that "Education is 
the key to The Good Life!*" 

The'idea of education as a 
method of control is not advertised 
as such, and most people simply 
think that teaching cHldren to read 
and write and work with numbers is 
a good idea, which, of course, it is. 
This benevolent image has lead to 
unquestioned support behind educa- 
tion in this country from many 
quarters, and yet our schools are in 
trouble, fighting to maintain their 
hard won appearances. While the 
nose-dive in American education is 
an inability to continue making the 
social engineering palatable, it is be- 
ing attributed to a loss of authority, 
and the most common reaction to a 
loss of authority is more authority, 
more control. 

What then of those parents 
who choose to stand in the face of 
these dictates and assume responsi- 
bility for educating their own chil- 
dren? As long as all of the proper 



hoops a e observed and leapt 
through, homeschooling parents can 
rattle around between laws and reg- 
ulations and this is called freedom 
to educate our children. But many 
(parents find these hoops altogether 
intolerable. In HomeschooUng for 
Excellence (Warner Books, 1988) Da- 
vid and Micki Colfax wrote, "Home- 
schooling parents can ignore what 
are for the most part government di- 
rectives as to what shall be taught 
and when. Rather, parents and chil- 
dren can work together to develop 
courses of study that address imedi- 
ate and long-term needs, interests, 
and capabilities in the context of 
what they, and not a bureaucracy of 
decidedly dubious credibility, deem 
important and necessary." 

They can, but in many states 
such action will bring them into con- 
flict with the law-and with their 
peers. Too frequently home schooling 
‘leaders" are briskly adm<Hiishing 
parents who might upset their apple 
carts by not complying with home- 
schooling laws and regulations. Civil 
disobedience in educational matters 
has become a form of heresy in 
many support groups, and expulsion 
for noncompliance is acceptable 
practice. Parents who find them- 
selves caught between following the 
law and doing what they consider 
best for their children are faced with 
disapproval and outright condemna- 
tion ftt>m fellow homeschoolers. 

Why the intolerance? Fear is 
a strong motivating factor: fear of a 
loss of control on the part of the 
^ meschooling support groups and 

continued on page 26 
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leaders, which could potentially lead 
to a loss of memberships, or news- 
letter subscribers, or conference and 
workshop fees. Fear of a loss of con- 
trol of others, the old 'legislate thy 
neighbor’ attitude. Fear of retribu- 
tion by authorities in the form of 
stncter legislation or regulations. 
Fear of a loss of external control: a 
recurring theme in many home- 
schooling newsletters is gratitude 
for the laws and regulations which 
guide parents in their homeschool- 
ing. Fear that one wouldn't "meas- 
ure up" if home schoolers were actu- 
ally allowed to make their own 
decisions about education. 



A few years ago, after suc- 
cessfully passing homeschool legis- 
lation, a major publicity campaign 
was launched by a large state or- 
ganization with the slogan, Home- 
schooling is Legal and It Works! A 
catchy phrase, but I've often won- 
dered if that group could have even 
considered spreading a slogan be- 
fore the law was passed, something 
along the lines of "Homeschooling is 
Illegal, But It Works Anywayf Not 
very likely. To be out of compliance 
with the law is to be labeled a radi- 
cal, a reactionary, a rebel. 

What seems to escape even 
the most thoughtful homeschooler is 
the fact that, at some point in time, 
someone had to challenge the law 



and homeschool their kids. No doubt 
they did so illegally. No doubt they 
were radical, reactionary, and rebel- 
lious. But without that first pur- 
poseful step, none of us would be 
homeschooling our children today- 
legally or otherwise. We need to look 
down the road to ten or fifteen years 
from now and try to imagine what 
the homeschooling atmosphere will 
be like then. Will homeschooling 
families enjoy the freedom to simply 
live with their children? Or will 
homeschooling have become a bu- 
leaucratic nightmare, with volumes 
of regulations and gxiidelinea? The 
choice is ours. 
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HOMESCHOOL PICNIC & 
RESOURCE DAY 

11 a.m. Sunday 29th November 1992 

(if bad weather the following Sunday 6th December 1992) 

MEET UNDER THE HOMESCHOOLING BANNER NEAR THE POND 

Bicentennial Park Homebush 

Everyone welcome ! 1 ! ! 

BRING YOUR LUNQI. YOUR CHILDREN AND YOUR BIKES. 

BRING ANY RESOURCES & BOOKS YOU WANT TO SELL & SWAP. 

THERE WILL BE TABLES OF HOMESCHOOLING BOOKS FOR SALE 

CHILDREN ARE INVITED TO BRING ALO ^G AN INVENTION MADE OR 
DRAWN BY TliEM TO SHARE IN A NON-COMPETITIVE WAY. 

R.S.V.P. To Dodie Conway 02 639 4858 
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SPORT & READINESS 

by Jo- Anne Beime 



Lately I have noUced a big change in the physical and sports 
■'abilities" of our eldest child Gregory (12). While his interest level and 
{Xirsonal commitment to sport has always been high, often his realities could 
not keep pace with his lofty goals for himself. Gregory has played soccer 
since he was 6 years old and though he has always been very interested in all 
sports he was never a "natural" or a "star" at soccer. He played because of his 
enjoyment of participating in the games themselves. From the very first day 
Gregory brought special gifts to the team including boundless enthusiasm, 
good will and an amazing memory for every score m every match. Still to 
just be in possession of these skills is not enough in most teams where 
"winning" is the only reason for playing and lack of speed can see one on the 
bench interminably. 

It has been our experience that some teams start at a very young age 
to grade and weed (small and slow) children so that even in the Under 9’s 
there are already children who play only one or two matches a season and 
arc as it were "on the scrap heap". (So much for socialisation through 
playing team sport I). 

When really young boys play soccer it is mostly a matter of kicking 
and running with the ball and the fasL big kids with big boots soon become 
the suus and the regular players. Obviously there arc advantages and 
disadvantages with every game but it is my conviction that it takes some 
parental persistence and a very aware coach to make sure that there are more 
advantages than disadvanutges. 

If the attitude of the coach is "win at all costs" then you can be sure 
that the parents racing up and down the side line will be shouting "kill” and 
the kids will al.so feel an enormous psychological pressure to win. 

Eventually they will come to hate the kids who make a mistake or don’t 
perform well on the day, including themselves. Personally, I feel it is nerve 
wracking for both parent and child to be involved in such a gladiatorial 
contest and defeats the whole purpose of the exercise in the first place. But 
of course this does not mean that some children do not wish to be involved 
in really competitve sports so the balance has to be achieved - usually by 
you! 

We have found that kind, calm, congratulatory words, especially 
after a failure. by the coach do a lot to alleviate children's personal 
disappointments. After all they are not playing for diamond mines and they 
already have high expectations for themselves. We have found that "revving 
them up" or "haranguing" children completely removes the pleasure of the 
game for the all. i know kids become "used to" this son of approach but I 
think it is sad and ui.nccessary. We have been incredibly lucky with the 
coach for our team in thu last couple of years for without fail he 
congratulates the individual players for their good personal moves and 
performances, whether they are the "stars" or not He also shares awards etc. 
so tliat the improvements of some have as much value in the eyes of coach 
and team as the outstanding skills of others. After a loss he always dwells on 
the suong points of the game with few or no recriminations. He says you 
loam as much from a loss as a win and it usually brings you to the next game 
with a much bcucr attitude and less pressure. 

Fortunately the coach of our team has strongly resisted any 
attempts by anyone to head him in the "win at all costs" direction. He has 
always given all team members who train regularly and arc enthusiastic. 




equal stints on the field in positions of their own choice 
and the positions he secs them best suited for in the long 
term, but it has taken until this year (Under 1 1 s) for us to 
really see the advantages of this attitude, for a good 
number of the team members as well as Gregory. 

Gregory has mostly played goalie and has 
become very confident and trusted in this position but he 
has always wanted to play in the field. He might never 
have been given a run on the field all these years (as 
happens to many other kids) because of his lack of 
speed, by any other coach, but thankfully our coach 
recognised and encouraged this desire, so he has stuck 
with soccer for all this time. As it has worked out he has 
had a good few half games in the field in the last two 
years and has slowly but surely been building up a range 
of skills and confidence that his goalie friends in other 
teams have not been able to do. For instance, we know of 
a really good striker that the "best" team in the disuict 
keeps as a reserve and who rarely gets to play, when this 
child would be a star in any other team around. 

Interestingly enough this year we have seen a 
major change in Gregory's playing ability in lots of areas 
Suddenly he seems to be "ready". We have also noticed 
that other perceived "less talented" kids in Gregory’s 
team have also as it were "become ready", one in 
particular has developed absolutely remarkable balance 
and an ability to change direction with the ball which 
really outwits players much bigger and more 
experienced than himself. It reminds me yet again of the 
Integrated Maturity Level spoken of so often by Dr 
Moore. It is important for me to remember that each of 
my children is an individual with ditferent timetables for 
achieving physical, cognitive, emotional and academic 
skills. 

Of course, it also helps the readiness factor if 
one has the been given the space to do so by an 
intelligent and thoughtful coach who really docs believe 
that the "playing fairly and well" is much more important 
than "winning". 
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MATHEMATICS 

I wrote an article on Mathematics for this edition, 
however while I was away I read a great book by the 
Nobel Prize physicist and mathematician Richard 
Feynman called "Surely You’re Joking Mr Feynman!" 
and I realised that he had said what I was trying to say 
but he says it with much more authority and 
experience. I hope you will enjoy this piece from his 
book and in the next ediuon of the A.H J perhaps 
others as well as myself might like to comment on 
"maths" experiences. 



P. 264 - 269 (Judging Books By Their Covers) 

I was giving a .scries of freshman physics lectures at that 
lime, and after one of them. Tt>m Harvey, who assisted me in 
putting on the demonstrations, said, "You oughta sec what's 
happening to mathematics in schoolbooks! My daughter comes 
home with a lot of crazy stuff!" 

I didn’t pay much attention to what he said. But the next 
day 1 got a telephone call from a pretty famous lawyer here in 
Pasadena, Mr. Norris, who was at that time on the State Board of 
Education. He asked me if I would serve on the State Curriculum 
Commission, which had to choose the new schoolbooks for the 
state of California. You see, the stale had a law that all of the 
schoolbooks used by all of the kids in all of the public schools 
have to be chosen by the Stale Board of Education, so they have 
a committee to look over the books and to give them advice on 
which books to take. 

It happened that a lot of Uie books were on a new method 
of teaching arithmetic that tfiey called "new math" and since 
usually the only people to look at the books were schoolteachers 
or administrators in education, they thought it would be a good 
idea to have somebody who USES mathematics, scientifically, 
who knows what the end product is and what we re trying to teach 

it for, to help in the evaluation of the schoolbooks I agreed to 

get on this committee. 

IMMEDIATELY I began getting letters and telephone 
calls from book publishers. They said things like, "We’re very 
glad to hear you're on the committee because we really wanted a 
scientific guy..." and "It’s wonderful to have a scientist on the 
committee, because our books are scientifically oriented..." But 
they also said things like, "We'd like to explain to you what our 
book is about . . ." and "We’ll be very glad to help you in any way 
we can to judge our books. . . ' That seemed to me kind of crazy. 
I'm an objective scientist, and it seemed to me that since the only 
thing the kids in school arc going to get is the books (and the 
teachers get the teacher’s manual, which I would also get), any 
extra explanation from the company was a distortion. So I didn’t 
want to speak to any of the publishers and always replied, "You 
don’t have to explain , I’m sure the books will speak for 
themselves." 

I represented a certain district, which comprised most of 
the Los Angeles area except for the city of Los Angeles, which 
was rcpre.scntcd by a very nice lady from the L.A. school system 



named Mrs. Whitchousc, Mr. Norris suggested that I meet her 
and find out what the committee did and how it worked, 

Mrs. Whitchousc started out telling me about the stuff 

they were going to talk about in the next meeting She told 

me how the members of the commission normally rated the new 
schoolbo(^s. They would get a relatively large number of copies 
of each book and would give them to various teachers and 
administrators in their district. Then they would get reports back 
on what these people thought about the books. Since I didn’t 
know a lot of teachers or administrators and since I felt that 1 
could, by reading the books myself, make up my mind as to how 
they looked to me, I chose to read all the books myself. 

A few days later a guy from the book depository called 
up and said, "we're ready to send you the books, Mr Feynman, 

140 kilograms >vorth." I was overwhelmed. It’s all right, Mr. 
Feynman we’ll get someone to help you read them. 

I couldn i figure out how you do that: you either read 
them or you don’t read them. 1 had a special bookshelf put in my 
study downstairs (the books took up seventeen feet) and began 
reading all the books that were going to be discussed in the next 
meeting. We were going to start out with the primary school 
books. 

It was a pretty big job, and I worked all the lime down in 
the basement My wife says that during this period it was like 
living over a volcano. It would be quiet for a short while but then 
all of a sudden, "BLLLLLOOOOO WWWW" there would be a 
big explosion from the "volcano". The reason was that the books 
were so lousy. They were false. They were hurried. They would 
try to be rigorous, but they would use examples (like automobiles 
in the street as "sets") which were almost OK, but in which there 
were some subtleties. The definitions weren’t accurate. 
Everything was a little bit ambiguous they weren't .mart enough 
to understand what was meant by "rigor." They were faking. 

They were, teaching something they didn't uiKlerstand which was, 
in fact, useless, at that time, for the child 

I understood what they were trying to do. Many people 
thought we were behind the Russians after Sputnik, and some 
mathematicians were asked to give advice on how to teach math 
by using some of the rather interesting modem concepts of 
mathematics. The purpose was to enhance mathematics for the 
children who found it dull. I'll give you an example: They would 
talk about different bases of numbers — five, six, and so on — ^lo 
show the possibilities. l*hat would be interesting for a kid who 
could understaiKl base ten — something to entertain his mind. But 
what they had turned it into, in these books, was that EVERY 
child had to learn another base! And then the usual horror would 
come: "Translate these numbers, which are written in base seven, 
to base five." Translating from one base to another is an utterly 
useless thing. If you can do it, maybe it's entertaining if you can't 
do it. forget it There's no point to it 

Anyhow, I'm looking at all these books, and none of 
them has said anything about using arithmetic in science. If there 
are any examples on the use of arithmetic at all they arc about 
things like buying stamps. 

Finally I come to a book that says, ".Mathematics is used 
in science in many ways. We will give you an example from 
astronomy, which is the science of stars". I turn the page, and it 
says. "Red stars have a temperature of four thousand degrees. 
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yellow stars have a icmperaiurc of five thousand degrees. . /' — so 
far, so good. It continues: "Green stars have a temperature of 
seven thousand degrees, blue stars have a temperature of ten 
thousand degrees, and violet stars have a temperature of. . . (some 
big number)." There are no green or violet stars, but the figures 
for the others arc roughly correct. It's vaguely right — but already, 
trouble! That's the way everything was: Ever>'ihing was wriuen 
by somebody who didn't know what the hell he was talking 
about, so it was a little bit wTong, always! And how we are going 
to teach well by using books written by people who don’t quite 
understand what they're talking about, I cannot understand, I don't 
know why, but the books are lousy; UNIVERSALLY LOUSY! 

Anway, I’m happy with this book, because it’s the first 
example of applying arithmetic to science. I’m a bit unhappy 
when I read about the stars’ temperatures, but I’m not very 
unhappy because it’s more or less right — it’s just an example of 
error. Then comes die list of problems. It says, "John and his 
father go out to look at die stars. John sees two blue stars and a 
red star. His father sees a green star, a violet star, and two yellow 
stars. What is the touil temperature of the stars seen by John and 
his father?" — and I would explode in horror. 

My wife would talk about the volcano downstairs. That's 
only an example: it wa.s perpetually like that Perpetual absurdity! 
There's no purpose whatsoever in adding the temperature of two 
stars. Nobody ever docs that except, maybe, to then take the 
average temperature of the stars, but NOT to find out the total 
temperature of all the stars! It was AWFUL! All it was, was a 
game to get you to add, and they didn’t understand what they 
were talking about It was like reading sentences with a few 
typographical errors, and then suddenly a whole sentence is 
written backwards. The mathematics was just that, hopeless! 

Then I came to my first meeting. The other members had 
given some kind of ratings to some of the books, and they asked 
me what my ratings were. My rating was often different from 
theirs and they would ask, "Why did you rate that book like that?" 
"I would say the trouble with iliat book was this and this on page 
so-and-so — I had my notes. 

They discovered that I was kind of a goldmine. I would 
tell them, in detail, what was good and bad in all the books and I 
had a reason for every rating. 

I would ask them why they had rated this book so high 
and they would say, "Let us hear what you thought about such and 
such a book." I would never find out why they rated anything the 
way they did. Instead, they kept asking me what I thought 

We came to a certain book, part of a set of three, 
supplementary books published by the same company; and they 
asked me what I thought about it. I said, "The book depository 
didn't send me that book but the other two were nice." 

Someone tried repeating the question: "What do you think about 
that book?" "I said they didn't send me that one, so I don't have 
any judgment on it." 

The man from the book depository was there, and he 
said, "Excuse me; I can explain that. I didn’t send it to you 
because that book hadn't been completed yet There's a rule that 
you have to have every entry in by a certain time, and the 
publisher was a few days late witli it. So it was sent to us with just 
the covers, and it's blank in between. The company sent a note 



excusing themselves and hoping they could have ihcir set of three 
books considered, even though the third one would be late." 

It turned out that the blank book had a rating by some of 
the other members! Uicy couldn't believe it was blank, because 
they had a rating. In fact, the rating for the missing book was a 
little bit higher than for the two others. The fact that there was 
nothing in the book had nothing to do with the rating. 

I believe the reason for all this is that the system works 
this way: When you give books all over the place to people, 
they’re busy; they’re careless; they think, ’’Well, a lot of people 
are reading this book, so it doesn't make any real difference." And 
they put in some kind of number — some of them, at least; not all 
of them, but some of them. Then when you receive your reports, 
you don’t know why this particular book has fewer repom than 
the other books — that is, perhaps one book has ten, and this one 
only has six people reporting — so you average the rating of those 
who repx)ned, so you get a reasonable number. This process of 
averaging all the lime misses the fact that sometimes there is 
absolutely nothing between the covers. 



A VERY FEW MATHS 
RESOURCES 

UNDERSTANDING YEAR 7&8.9&10, 11,12 MATHS 
is a series of 6 maths summary books that set out to explain 
the rules and give some examples for every topic that 
should be covered, known and understood at every school 
level. In the introduction, the author W.S. Marlin points out 
"It is necessary for students and parents to understand that 
the complete syllabus up to Year 1 0 tends to be spiral in 
nature. What this means is that every year a substantial 
amount of time will usually be spent revising and 
consolidating on the previous years work, before any new 

ideas are presented Thus children will spend the first 

few months of each year revising the most important work 
from the year before. 

VIDEO AIDED LEARNING 

This company produces videos of expert mathematics 
teachers explaining all the major topics from primary to 
Year 12 Mathematics. They are well produced, easy to 
understand, give back up service & workbooks and are 
horrifically expensive, approx $2000 for the whole set and 
aound $300 for each individual of the ten tapes. 

The product has been sold to over 2000 parents I believe 
and at least a few hundred schools. While schools may be 
able to afford it I know that this amount would cause a great 
deal of hardship for many homeschooi families (i have also 
said this to their advertising man). Perhaps we should 
hassle our libraries to get a set? 

The cost Is calculated on the cost of a tutor ($35/hr) every 
week for a couple of years. It also saddens me to think that 
after 8 hours a week of Maths in school and endless 
homework that students stilt need this type of resource and 
tutors anyway . 
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CHALLENGES 



MATHEMATICS 

RESOURCES 

ELEMENTARY ALGEBRA, Harold 
Jacobs. This textbook is “reader- friendly” 
and defuses algebra icrror. You can 
browse, looking for things that inicrcsl 
you, instead of feeling you must plow 
grimly along in a straight line, understand- 
ing everything pcrfecUy. Answers to all 
Set n problems are orovided in the back of 
the book. 

My daughter is successfully teaching 
herself algebra. We ordered ElemcnUry 
Algebra last fall, and she has been working 
cu it ever sirtce... Algebra was a big 
stumbling block for me in high school so / 
dreaded getting to the point where my 
daughter would need help. We tried 
tutoring but she was frustrated with that so 
we ordered your book. It is Just right for 
her needs, so she is enjoying (no kidding!), 
the dreaded ALGEBRA!" — L. H. (KY) 

FIFTY CARD GAMES FOR CHIL- 
DREN, VcriK>n Quinn. A classic collection 
of games, solitaire, and magic tricks. Lcam 
about numbers while having fun as a 
family or alone! #282 

HOW TO LIE VMTH STATISTICS, 

Darrel Huff. We arc surrounded by 
misleading figures and graphs; this hook 
shows you how to spot them. Entertaining, 
easy to read - and vitally important. Using 
this book to study current news would be* 
good not only for the Math part of your 
borne curriculum but also for Citizenship, 
as we need more healthy skepticism and 
indignation. 

THE I HATE MATHEMATICS! 

BOOK, Marilyn Bums. Lots of ideas 
relating math to the real world. Cartoons, 
jokes, activities. Informal and fun, for 
children AND adults. 

A MATHEMATICAL MYSTERY 
TOUR, Mark Wahl. The author shares his 
love of math through a scries of unusual 
ideas, projects, and puzzles. Helps us see 
that math is not merely arithmetic but a 
way of looking at the world, 

MATHEMATICS: A HUMAN EN- 
DEAVOR, 2nd Ed., Harold Jacobs, Oui 
favorite book about not just the techniques 
but the spirit and beauty of math, for 
children or non-expert adults. More than 
just a superb textbook. Answers for 
selected exercises are provided in the back 
of the book. 

MATHFLOTS 2. Kale Kerman How 
young children will learn math around the 
home, from playing games, handling 
money, measuring, examining shapes, etc. 
Written by a certified teacher from her own 
bomesebooUng expcxicnocs, this booklet is 
packed witfi interesting and practical 
ideas. 



Some questions that have been bothering me about Maths, 
as done in schools, for years- 

1 . Is the ultimate aim of Maths to gather and regurgitate 
large numbers of facts & figures or to enjoy & use Maths ? 

2. How many people feel useless at Maths & even hate it 
because of how they were taught Maths in schools? 

3. Once a concept in Maths has been really understood does 
it not make it terminally boring, and turn some children off 
maths, to continually revise it ? 

4. How much of the textbook maths we learnt for all those 
years do we retain? i.e. how much use is integration, 
geometric theorems etc. to the general population as 
compared to the maths of banking, finance etc. ? 

5. Is hands-on Maths more or less useful in understanding 
concepts in Maths? i,e. fractions in cooking. 

6. If children really understand the concepts the first time 
around could they not easily condense 12 years of school 
maths into 6 years worth. (Actually a lot less, given the 
efficiency of one to one tuition). 

7. Do schools Introduce new ways of doing maths (-, double 
digit multiplication, etc.) because each way does not suit 
some children and/or so that they are always the experts 
and maths is somehow mystified and hard and parents cani 
help with it? 



A CHALLENGE BASED ON OUR FAMILY’S 
EXPERIENCES WITH MATHS TEXTS 

1 . Maths texts that ask the same questions year after year e.g. 
in kindergarten children are expected to answer "What is this 
shape (a circle) ?* In most texts they are still being asked the 
same question in grade 6. 

2. If you can afford to get a full set of Maths texts (as we did at 
a garage sale from Yr 1 to Yr 8) go through and put a red mark 
through every topic that is repeated ad infinitum, long after you 
hope the child would know it, for example in Signposts Maths 
Grade 8, the tests still check if they can do single & double digit 
addition, either they can or they cani by then. H they cani why 
has the school sent them alt the way to a grade 8 Maths class? 

3. When correcting your chilH's work do so carefully because 
we still find mistakes in the answers, ambiguity in the questions 
on a regular basis in all high quality Mi^’hs books, 

4. Remember that our lives are FULL of real Maths 
experiences, every single day. 
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Going from School to 
Homeschooling at 14 



Wc'rc hcftriiig from more uad 
more teenagers who are just start- 
ing to homeschool after being in 
school for many years. Simone 
McGuire of Oregon left school in 
tlie middle of nlntli grade, and 
when she had been out of school 
about three months we spoke with 
her about what It Is like to decide 
to leave school and to make the 
transition from acbool to home- 
schooling: 

Hoii- did you team thai if ldos possible 
to leaue school? 

My mom's friend vt'^s talking about 
this great book she had read, and it turned 
out to be The Teenage Liberation Hand- 
book by Grace Uewellyn. My mom looked 
at It a brUc bit and then decided to buy it. 1 
read it first and I said to her. *Mom. after 
you read this book, you're not going to 
uant me to go to school ever again.* After 
reading the book I kind of realized that I 
^•asn't going anj’^^'here In school and that I 
u*as ha\ing a reall>' hard Ume. I decided 
that as soon as possible. I would like to get 
out of there. 

How had you felt about school before 
reading the book? 

I liked school until fifth grade, and 
then It got a lot harder. It felt like you had 
to work harder for less. I never really liked 
It during the past few years, but 1 never 
thought about leaving. Qulttingjust wasn’t 
an option. It didn’t even enter my mind. I 
v^-as unhappy - 1 was always tired, and 
grump>'. and I wasn't doing well at all. But 
I didn't know I could leave. 

y^ha^ were the ports of the book that 
spoke to you. or made sense in terms of 
your experience? 

I liked the stories of kids who were out 
of school, and where the book explained 
all the other things you could do besides go 
to school. And I always knew this, but I 
hadn't e\cr thought about It - that school 
Is like a jail. That sentence made me 
think.*Oh. gosh. yes. that is the u*ay It Is.* 

I had always thought that if you quit 
school you were nothing, a failure, but the 
book made me see that that wasn't true. 

It’s interesting • anyone can read a 
book, bui not everyone acfua% takes a 
Ife’changing step qfter reading a book 

We decided that I would try It out. and 
that if I didn't like It I could go back to 
school. So it was kind of like changing my 
life temporarily, which made me more 
Q 'x>mfortab)c taking the step. 
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UTie-n you were Just beginning to think 
aboui iu did you have any sense of mhot 
you would do if you were ouf of school? 

I u'anted to Lake more art classes, and 
1 wanted to go to IjCC. the community 
college here. And I rcall>' wanted to just 
take It easy for a while - getting up at 6 and 
going to bed at 11 had been rcalh* tiring, so 
I think at first I didn't Want to do any- 
thing. I just wanted to rest, take a break, 
and then after a while start doing other 
things. 



My idea sotinded ridiculous 
to them because they 
thought* how can you leam 
if you’re not in school? 



WTio/ u>ene some of the things you 
worried about when you thought about 
leaving school? 

I worried about m}' dad and stepmom. 
because thc>-'re vcr>‘ school- and career- 
oriented. and I worried that I wouldn't get 
anywhere. I wouldn't leam antthlng. and 
would just become a failixre. My dad was 
prett>' understanding, though. He said, 
*^'cU. If that's what you want. It's OK.* I 
think he understood that what I was doing 
w*asn't the same as dropping out. 

How soon after reading the book did 
you leave school? 

About a month afterwards, at the end 
of the first term. I basically left as soon as 
I could. 

How did the kids at school react to 
your decision? 

They had a really hard time with It. I 
said. Tm doing homeschooUng.* and they 
asked. *Is your mom teaching you?* 1 said, 
“No. I'm learning, myself.* and they 
couldn't understand It at all. Thc>‘ just 
said. ’l^’eU. that's stupid.* 1 kept trying to 
explain that It wasn't stupid, that It was 
the way I wanted to do It and that It was 
working out. but 1 figured out that they're 
so caught up in school that they don't 
understand how it could be any different. 
My Idea sounded ridiculous to them 
because they thought, how can you leam If 

• ^ 



you're not in school? I kept saying. *W'ell. 
you have to read this book!* 

Now that you 've been out of school /or 
a little while, have you been able to give 
them a sense of your life and explain 
yourself any better? 

Well, since the middle of junior high I 
had become - not a loner exactly, but I was 
doing c\*eryihlng alone and my friend- 
ships were starting to grow weaker. So I 
haven't kept in touch with people fix>m 
school veiy much. For a while I was going 
to the school once or twice a week to cat 
lunch with my best friend there, but she 
just moved to CallforrUa. I saw her out of 
school too, and w^ would sometimes talk 
about what I was doing. She was a senior, 
so she was excited about getting out of 
school herself, and I think that helped her 
to understand. A few people were jealous. I 
think. One friend of mine said. *My room 
wauld kill me If t c\*en brought that up.* 
Another friend who has a really active 
social life couldn’t imaging leaving that. 
But you can still get together with people 
after school and on weekends, and you can 
meet for lunch the way I did. I don't think 
you lose all your friends Just because 
you're not in school. And Tm looking 
forward to meeting new people, too. 

Evcr>'bod>’ - not just kids at school, 
but my parents’ firicnds - would ask me. 

do you do all day?* 1 would answ^er. 
*I don't have a plan for evciy* single day. I 
get up. eat breakfast, go to the library or go 
to the mall, read a book or write a twk 
report...* 

7f must haue been a neit* experience to 
have so much time In which no one was 
telling you what to do. 

I didn’t get bored at all. At first I 
thought, *Oh m)* God. Fve got 24 hours on 
my hands, every single day.* but I didn't 
feel bored even though I hardly did 
anything at first. 

Last summer I was volunteering at a 
low- Income family center, doing filing, 
and I called them up and am doing that 
again once a week. I also called up my 
mom's friend and arranged to do filing at 
her ofiBce. I guess I'm Into office workl 

A wliUc ago my mother and I decided 
that I would get a dollar for every book 
report ! wrote, because we decided that I 
needed to get going a little bit. I'm having 
fun with that because I love to read, and 1 
like knowing that I don't have to write the 
reports by a certain time. One thing I 
figured out in school is that in high school 
thev* kind of drop reading and writing, and 
I Jove reading and writing, so I feel 1 have 
to get back in the mode of doing It. I felt 
that in high school t didn't read anything 
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that I really learned somethinj? from. 

I'ni also d^urtn^ out that I like 
American history. I like old 'fashioned 
clothes, and leaminj? about ^vestones 
and the people's life stories, and the 
history of little touns. One day I thought to 
myself. “I guess that’s .American history.' 
so I'm thinking of getting some books and 
researching more about it. 

I've never done very well in math, and 
now I w-ant to take a math class at the 
community college. It's not that I didn’t 
like math, but nobody ever took the time 
to get me Into It. This year tn school I liked 
the teacher and I started out doing well, but 
then I lost the momentum • I started out 
getting A's. and by the time I left I was 
getting D's. 

ft sounds as chough you feet that 
you're starting to come out of that vojca- 
non pervod that comes nght cyler leading 
'ichooL 

Ves. I'm starting to feel that I need 
stuJff to do. I've always liked oil painting 
and ceramics, and I'm thinking of taking a 
class and learning to use a potter's wheel. 

One big thing that's changed is that I 
used to be really uptight, and tired, and 
cranky, and Mom and I would always get 
into yelling lights about homework. Now 
it's so much nicer. I'm much easier to get 
along with, and we hardly fight anymore. 

Why do you think your reiattonship Is 



so much befrer'? 

Well, l think I wasn’t gettmg enough 
sleep before, and that made me crank>' all 
the time. And it's hard to be In the school 
building all day. knowing that you're also 
going to have three hours of homework 
and then get up early and go back to 
school. It s very stressful. My mom and I 
have always had a close relationship, but 
In homeschooling you get to be ’With your 
parents more, and you learn more atwut 
how they feel, and about how you feel. Kids 
who hate their parents might think. ‘I 
wrouldn’t want to spend all that time with 
them.* but 1 think they'd get used to It. and 
after a while they'd realize that there la a 
person there, with feelings, and maybe 
they will start to like being around that 
person. My mother thinks homeschooling 
Is great. She’s really glad that I decided to 
do it. We get to be with each other more, 
and talk more. I've gotten a lot more 
projects done around the house, like 
making curtains for my room and making 
a list of all the phone numbers we use. 1 
used to feel that I never had time for those 
kinds of things. We're also planning co 
have e.xchange students from Thailand. 
France, and Spain, and that should be fun. 

Noui that you're a bit beyond it, can 
you say anything to parents about what 
they can do to help kids through that 
initial ar^ustwent period when they*ue 
just begun homeschooUng? 



Give kids ihe option of taking a 
for a while, and help them through it by 
asking u they would Uke you to do 
things. Let them know that you’re there 
and that if they wa.nt your help they ca.n 
ask for it. I dont think parents should 
make everyihmg a requirement: it's better 
If they give kids -.deas that they can ubL-.k 
about. I’d Uke it if my mother gave me r.en 
more Ideas, although I understand what 
she's thinking: she doesn’t want to be 
planning everything for me. She knew she 
wasn't going to be In the teacher role 
because she didn't want to be and because 
she works during the day. 

Are you comfortable being by yourself 
most of the day? 

Oh yes. I'm completely used to IL I can 
get around on ray bike or on the bus. At 
first I thought people would think I was 
ditching school or was a dropout, and I 
worried that evetyone was staring at me. 
but no one has asked me any questions. 



For more on going from school to 
horryzschooling, see GWS it 76, »77. 
^78, W79, nao. 



WOULD YOU LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO 
Growing Without Schooling ? 



Holt Associates have recently sent us the costs to begin or renew a subscription to G.W.S 

You can cither post a cheque in SU.S. available from your bank or you can ring and charge your subscription to 

your VISA a MASTERCARD on 0015 1 617 864 3100 

6 issues SU.S 28 SEA SU.S. 40 AIR 

12 issues SU.S.51 SEA SU.S. 75 AIR 

18 issues SU.S. 69 SEA SU.S. 105 AER 

This is approximately S for AUSTRALIA 
6 issues S40 SEA S55 AIR 

12 issues S70SEA S 144 AIR 

18 issues S95 SEA S144 AIR YOU MUST SEND YOUR CHEQUES IN SU.S. 

PLEASE SEND 

Name - - - - 

Address/(change? Yes/No) . — — 

City/State/Zip or postal code ...» - - - — 

It is O.K. to rent my name and addre.ss to other organisations: Yes No 




PAGE3« 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



127 



'^ESTE'iG ■> rESTLN’G 



Why I Refuse to 
Test My Children 

Arm Lahrson 



"But it is such a simple, 
straightforward, once a year kind of 
evaluation! Why make it hard for 
/ourself?" 

From a parent’s point of view, 
perhaps, yes, but for the children 
i^eing tested, standardized testing is 
neither simple nor straightforward. 
The testing situation is usually anx- 
iety-ridden, bringing unnatural and 
unnecessary pressures to bear on 
children whose learning progress 
can be easily observed without the 
rigors and pressures of testing, 

I hold a philosophical objec- 
tion to standardized testing as a 
form of evaluation for every child, in 
any educational situation. All chil’ 
dren are subject to harm from stan- 
dardized testing. The younger the 
child, the more vulner^lc he is to 
losing his self esteem, perhaps ir- 
reparably, in a testing situation. 

During the years that I either 
attended or taught in public school, 
I observ^ the harmful effects of 
standardized testing on my class- 
mates and me, and later on my stu- 
dents. Test anxiety had at least as 
much bearing on a child*s ability to 
perform as did his knowledge and 
understanding. Irreversible harm is 
done to a child's self esteem when, 
for the sake of the integrity of the 
test (whatever that means), he is 
never told the correct answers to 
the test he has taken. This shocked 
me as a student, and it bothered the 
majority of the students in my class- 
rooms. The test was actually 
deemed more important than the 
potential for learning that it offered 
to individual students! Something 
was very, very wrong. 

As a parent of very young 
children in the early eighties, I con- 
sidered many aspects the educa- 
tion question very carefully. I deter- 
mined that avoiding standardized 
testing was one of the very best rea- 
sons for teaching my children at 
home. I had other reasons, to be 
sure, but required testing was high 
on my list of things that should not 
happen to young children. 

I felt that if, at a later age, 
they went to public school, and took 
standardized tests, that was tolera- 
ble. Standardized testing is an una- 
voidable part of the school package. 
But standardized testing is com- 



pletely incongruous with the type of 
learning that happens in the home 
with homeschoolers, pcuticularly 
the very young. Older children may 
occasionally want to know how they 
measure against their peers, and 
might choose to be tested. I can see 
only harm arising from required, 
routine testing of all children under 
the age of twelve or so. 

If I were required to prove 
that my children were learning, I 
thought, I would prefer to gather a 
portfolio of typical work, keep a 
journal of daily activities, or some 
combination thereof. It would be a 
pain, but certainly a better option 
than standardized testing. The pain 
would be mine, not my childrens, 
and I could put up with that. 

Imagi ne my di smay whe n , 
just as my oldest child turned seven 
years old and subject to compulsory 
education law, my state legislature 
(Oregon) enacted a law requiring 
annual standardized testing of all 
homeschooled children^ with no ex- 
ceptions of any land! Suddenly 
homeschooled children were subject 
to more frequent standardized tests 
than public school children were! 

Homeschooled children were 
required to prove their progress 
solely via a testing instrument that 
was never designed to indicate indi- 
vidual progress t even in public 
school! Wien I taught public school, 
year after year, I showed test re- 
sults to parents and cautioned them 
to consider the test scores as only 
one indicator of their child's 
progress. And year after year, par- 
ents and teachers alike disregarded 
the cautionary statement, and la- 
beled their children based solely on 
those scores. Now the state wants to 
label homeschoolers each year. 



No, I did not want my chil- 
dre.'i's IccLming to be labeled by a se- 
ries of numbers. I did not want to 
risk any loss of self esteem. I did not 
want my children to think that the 
only important information was the 
information being tested. I did not 
want them to spend their years be- 
tween testa preparing for tests, wor- 
rying about tests, or even thinldng 
about tests. An annual test could 
easily become an annual event to 
dread as much as CSiristmas and 
birthdays are annual events to joy- 
ously anticipate. Too risky, I 
thought. 

Befwe continuing, I want to 
defend this discussion to someone 
who might say under hit breath, 
'Well, maybe this parent is afraid 
that her children might not pass the 
test. Then her arguments really 
don’t apply to many children who 
are likely to do well in testing situa- 
tions." 

It is precisely because my 
children are likely to do well on 
tests that I do not want them to be 
tested, m explain. Both of my chil- 
dren read, wrote, spelled, and did 
mental math with excellent ability 
well before the age at which such 
skill is. tyrpically expected. They per- 
formed, not to prove anything to me 
or to a testmaker, but because they 
loved to learn, and their interests 
were wide. I wished never to take 
that away from them. 

My elder child, now in public 
school eighth grade, has been tested 
in school and currently wears a Tal- 
ented and Gifted Label. To have Ha- 
beled" her earlier could have 
changed her opinion of herself, her 
interests, and her ability to learn 
freely. I am convinced that she 
would be a different person today. 
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